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ABSTRACT

The obverse of the Codex of Cholula is a map of the Cholula
drafted between A.D. 1549 and A.D. 1586 and annotated with
s in Nahuatl. The Codex illustrates the borders and subject
nmunities of the Kingdom of Cholula; the center of Cholula with its
Great Square, marketplace, and major streets; and the barrios of
Cholula with their principal buildings. The implications of this
codicil research for archeological investigations into the definition
of the borders of ancient polities, settlement patterns and boundary
maintenance within the Kingdom of Cholula, and community patterning
within the ancient city of Cholula are examined.

Annual Meeting of the Southwestern Anthropological Association

1990
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Eide The Indigenous Lay-Out of the Codex

The plan of the Cholula region is distinctly indigenous
in its lay-out. The peoples of Mesoamerica did not view the
four cardinal directions in a straight line as Europeans do.
Instead, five areas were conceptualized: center, east, west,
north, and south. The center was depicted as a rectangle—
just as the City of Cholula is seen in the form of a rectangle
at the center of the plan. The regions east, west, north, and
south of the central rectangle were conceptualized as
trapezoidal areas expanding out from each side of the central
rectangle and delineated by diagonal lines extending from the
corners of the central rectangle. Although many Mesoamerican
maps place the western region at the top, in the case of the
Codex of Cholula the eastern region was apparently meant to
be at the top of the plan (Fig. 1). To better understand the
geographical context of the plan, the area covered by the
plan has been outlined on a modern map of the Valley of Puebla

(Fig. 2).
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Fig.

Codex of Cholula—Copy 2

S
(After Glass 1964

13 b o

o
?\\rxk\. Anrm
. &??:ym

Liias g

T
o
-
2
BN
<
A
12)
[
o
o)
©]
Iy
o
»3
53]
[a]
o]
o
]
Jes
&
[
o
=
%]
o
m
>
m
o
5]
X
(3]




SHE UBVERSE OF THE CODEX OF CHOLULA / Lind

) .
B Miractlall HEREQHEREASS

C. Manzanilla TO AMOZOC*

G

OF MALINCHE®* c ] f

\
€ Malinche—\ R Alseseca
*HERE WE

BASSETO I:.l{utlo

4

R.San Francises

=

PUEBLA”

Acopile

C Luma
\

*WE PLACE THE
BOUNDARIES*

*HERE WILL BE
SEEN THE YEAR
(A.D. 1549)
WHEN ... WE
SETTLED THE
BORDER WITH
THE PEOPLE OF
TLAXCALA®

~ &Y C.San Juan
'::‘

B.Tecozoatl,

el 2

! C.Xilotzonan

B Atlachehuat!

R. Coronango

2

\ﬂ‘w

A
S

¥

\\
)
W

Tialchihuaitepet!

o
2
S Tezcacoac

S
QD
=

7

CHOLULA

26cALo

L2l
b,
2y,
>

oA

3
s i Y\uc:ll
mino
< Caming recs

Mercado

0
y >

P ing
C chllzn X l’/"fﬂ

YANCUITLALPAN®*

&
N

S
$

<

s

&
[y

*HERE WE CROSS
OVER TO

R Ametiapanap,

C.Guadalupe

S 0 Zeresotia

C. Acuexcomac—

C.Tlacuaquilco —
*THERE AT TECAJETE
WE CROSS OVER TQ
CALPAN AND
NEALTICAN<

R Alseseca

4"’uuhu:t-

*HERE WE CROSS OVER
TO HUEJOTZINGO*

7oy 8

!U\n\u\‘ )

*BORDER*

C Acalepec

iC Chipilo?

C. Comalo

t"lm'm;‘ ‘7

C. Xaltepec

Topographic Features in Copy 2 of Codex




THE OBVERSE OF THE CODEX OF CHOLULA / Lind

Amozoc

Tos

et ®

Conde

DN o

AV 6% N\ xitotzonan
)

\ 7
C.Luns

®C
Acatepec
Actipec

1,
e,
o

c Ou{deilupo G
i O Zeresotls
/

C.Ocotlan
e
Zapotecas

Nativitas

Cacaxtia

Calpan
Huejotzingo

Yancultialpan

Fig. 5. Topographic Features in the Cholula Region




THE OBVERSE OF THE CODEX OF CHOLULA / Lind

TABLE 1. TOPOGRAPHICAL FEATURES OF THE CHOLULA REGION

FEATURES* GLOSS IN COPY 2 OF CODEX GLOSS MNO.

MOUNTAINS

Acatepec Acatepec 111-C6
Acuexcomac Aculcomon tepetl 1v-CcA
Chipilo Nepalualtopel TIT=CH
Chiquimuite = -
Coatepec Quahtepe 1-c1
Comalo -

Conde Tepopolo I1-A8
Cuautlancingo Te¢cauvhyocan II1-A17
Guadalupe Yztzocan IV-AlA
Loreto - -
Luna -
Halinche Matlalcueye -A9
Manzanilla - -
Nixconxe Tepanchi tepec -C16
Ocotlan Teyocan

San .Juan Gentepec

Teca jete Tecaxic

Tepoxuchitl Tepch xochio

[Tetepetzin]* Tetepetzin

Tlacuaguilco Tlacoa quita

Uranga -

Zapotecas Tzapoteca
Zeresotla =

Almoloya -
lseseca East Chiyecan?

Alseseca West ,
Ametlapanapa Metlapanapan
Atoyac Atoyac
Atlanepantla
enaga

Coronango

Huiluapa

La Venta

Leona

Michapan]* Michapan
Nexapa Nexac
Pinahuac Pinahuigac
Prieto

San Francisco

Tlapalac

Xopanac

Zahuapan
BARRANCA

tenco

Atlachehuatl Atlacahtli
Atzinco =
Corona 2

Honda Atlauhtli?
Mixactlatl Tepoxxchatla?
Tecozoatla ocao tlaza can
Tlapacoya e

SPRINGS

Acopilco -

Actipac Yaticpac III-C11
Amalucan Amalihcan

[Aquic]* Aquinexac

[Maquixtlan]* Maguictlan

[Telpochatl]* Telpochatl

[Tezcocoac ]+ Tezca coac III-R18

*Features in brackets [..) glossed in Codex but not labelled
on modern topographic maps of region.

**Gloss number in Simons (1962; 1968ab).




TABLE 2.
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TOWNS IN THE CHOLULA REGION

GLOSS IN COPY z OF CODEX

GLOSS NO.**

Acatepec, San Francisco
Acozautla, Santa Ana
Acuexcomac, Santa Maria
Ahuatempa, San Pablo
Almecatla, San Lorenzo
Amalucan, San Juan
*Amatlan, San Juan
+Analco, Santo Angel
Analco, San Miguel
Atoyatenco, San Jose
Atzompa, San Gregorio
?Buenavista, San Juan?
Cacalotepec, San Antonio
Calera, San Geronimo

Chalchihuapan, San Bernardino

+Chapulco, San Jose
Chautenco, La Trinidad
CHOLULA
Coapa, San Francisco
Coatepec, San Rartolo
Coronango, Santa Maria
Cuacualoya, Santiago
Cuanala, San Mateo
?Cuautlancingo, San Juan?
?Hueyotlipan, San Felipe?
Malacatepec, Santa Maria
Mihuacan, San Antonio
Momoxpan, Santiago
7Nextetelco, San Lucas?
Ocotlan, San Francisco

Santa Clara

San Gabriel
San Miguel

Baltazar
Pablo del Monte
Isabel Cholula?
i San Geronimo
2 San Luis?
?Temoxtitla, San Bernabe?
Tenancingo, San Miguel
Tepexco, San Salvador
tenango, San Pedro
Tlamapa, San Martin
?Tlavtla, San Juan?
Tulcingo, San Juan
+Xilotzingo, San Juan
Xochimehuacan, San Pablo
Xonacatepec, Santa Maria
Xoxtla, San Miguel
Zacapechpan, San Gregorio
Zacatepec, Santa Maria
Zoguiapan, San Martin

Acatepec
Acosatlan
Aculcomon tepetl
Ahuatenco
San Loren so
Amalih can
San Juoan amatl
Analco
Acolco
Atoyatenco
Azon pan
Tetepetzin
Callocan quahtla
Teneztetla
Chalchi apan

Qua hui ten co
Tlolan Chololan
Tlacoa quita
Ouahtepe
Colo nanco
Coagualocan
Quanal la
T¢cauhyocan
Yxtlahuacate quixquitlan
Malacatepec
Mihuacan

Ocoyoran
Orietochtla
Papach tla

Cuetlax coapc
Sa Bartegal
Achichipicayan

hco
nipan
Quetzalocotlan
Nepalualtopel
Tenanco
Tepopolo
Tlal tenanco
mapan

Tlaltepec atenco

Toltzinco

Xochimehacan
Xonacatepec
Miguel Xoxtla
Gacapehpan
Gaca tepec
Goquitla

-C6
g

*Town mentioned in Codex but not glossed at its geographic location.

+Town indicated by illustration of building in Codex but with no
accompanying gloss naming town.

2Town tentatively identified as corresponding to gloss in Code

**Gloss number in Simons (1962; 1968ab).
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TABLE 3. THE BARRIOS OF CHOLULA

SIXTEENTH CENTURY BARRIOS*

BARRIOS GLOSSED IN CODEX

PRESENT-DAY BARRIO CHURCHES

TIANGUISNAHUAC,

Tecpan

Escoloco
Cemotuntlica
Ostuma

Tlacpac
Tianguisnahuac
Tollan Pochtlan
Panchimalco
Calmecac

SAN MIGUEL**

MIZQUITLA, SANTIAGO**
Mizquitla
Tzocuilac
Izquentla

Coamilco

Xilnasco

Cuitlizco

Cuimanco
Oualmehuaca

TEXPOLCO, SAN JUAN CALVARIO**

Tecpan [Texpolco?]
Papalutla

Cuac

Tzaqualco
Quauhtzonco
Xahuezotlan
Xiuhtenco

IXITLA,

SANTA MARIA**

Tlaxcoaque

Ticoman [Chiconteccalpa]

Acahuichco

Tochpan
SAN PABLO**

Mexico

Ochpanco

Tecaman

Gaotlan

COLOMOCHCO, ANDRES**

Colomochco
Cuaco
Matlalcingo
Xicotenco
Xalotle
Aquiahuac

SAN

?Tecpan quivac / Tenanqui auac?
Quezoco

Ustoma

Tollan Tlacpac

Tianquic nahac
Tollan

Migquitla tecpan
(Zocuilac)@
Yequen tla

?Yztzocan?
Cuitlizcotecpan

?(Tzaqualpan)?@

(Tecoactz tecpan)@
Papalutla tecpan
Papa lotla
Coac tecpan
Tzaguate

?Xitla? #1
TXitla? #2

Quauhtlan tecpan
Ocotlantecpan

Acahuicho tepan
?Teno chan?

Tecaman tecpan

Yohualtian quico tepan
Collomachco tecpan
Tematla quahuitl
(Goquilaco)@

[Aquiahuac]+

?Nuestra

San Dieguito
San Miguel Tiangisnahuac
?Santo Sepulcro?
?Nifio Perdido?
San Miguelito

Santiago Mizquitla
Santa Maria Tzocuilac
El Carmelito
Cristo Vivo Coamilco
Sefiora de Guada

Jesus-Tlatempa

San Juan Calvario Texpolco
?Santa Cruz Jerusalem?
cce Homo?

?Capilla de Dolores?

B

Maria Axixitla
Trinidad?

Santa
?Santisima

San Pedro Mexicaltzingo

San Pablo Tecama
San Andres Parroguia

San Pedro Colomochco
Santa Maria Cuaco

La Santisima Trinidad Matlalcingo

Santiago Xicotenco

San Juan Aquiahuac

*After Carrasco (1971:
**Districts of Cholula in the
+Building illustrated,

@Glosses in original obverse

but not glossed,

35-44).

16th century.
in Codex.

after Simons (1970).
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CHIMEHUAC,
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5 de Mayo,

Fig. 11. Present-Day Cholula
(Adapted from Ramirez 1970:169; Fig. 30)
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