Stuart Gentling
A Play 4in One Act

December 2, 1963

Characters:
Myra Mendvilie, middle aged, oshrewiosh wife of David Mlendville.
David fMlendville, Myra's hwsband, a kind but anbitiousdess man who
40 easily dominated by his wife.
W.T. Benjamin, David's boss. A man of good taoste and reflined mannex.
Cora, llyra's friend.
e Smith, the boarder.
David llendville Jr., otudent.

Sherrny, David's girnd.

The Place:

The main action takes place 4in the home of llyra wendville, a Uictordian
house which Like practically all of the others on the edge of the Garden Disitrict
in New Urleans, has seen better days. flyra inherited the houwse from her mothexr
who hao been dead only a few months. Before the old lad4g's death she dived in

one of the nooms on ithe upper {floor and ithe iest of the house was occupied by

fiyra and her family. It started out ondy as a temporary affair - their {iving

there — but the liendville family remained for twenty [five years. [Now that the
odd lady 4o ddad the room previousdy occupied by her has been rented out to a
man named lMr. Smith, an dignominious person whose name carrys somthing sinsiter

to Myra. . Smith 4io an alchoholic.

JThe set:

The otage sets should be simple, even austere and should have very
Little character to ithem. Perhaps the use of dlond furniture of the late forties
and early fifties vintage would suggest the lack of taste which pervades the
house and all of the personalities in it. There should be a olightly ohoddy,
gunky feel about the rooms as if they were not picked up very regularly. Theze
should be two central rooms — the kitchen and the living room. Through the kitchen
window can le seen the outsdide ositaire up which climba the lboarder to his 2oonm.
The cedilings of the rooms are high and rise out of vediw of the audience. This is

necessary becawse certain sound effecto are to come from ithe room albove.
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Scene ONE:

Mlyra comes 4into the kitchen from the outsdide door carrying a sack of
groceries and a bottle of whiskey concealed in a long paper sack. She is followed
y her friend,Cora, who 4is also cariying a sack of qacceries. She does not appear
immediatedy and Myra, as she enters the kitchen door, deans bag out and shouts
to her frdend.

Myra: ( leaning back out the kitchen door. ) "

Mow you don't have to zaxxy lring
all of them. J'ULL get Georgie to take care of it. " ( She comes into the kitchen
ind places the sack on ihe corner of the counter. Bhe is dressed in heavy clothes
because it ios lew Yearo Eve. ) " Georgie! Georgie! G-e-g-2-g-i-e! Where is that
nigger gind? ( she goes to the swinging XKitchen door, puches it open and shoute
again ) G-e-o-r-g-i-e! ( lyra io still looking through the kitchen door as Cora
otrugodles through the door, over-loaded with packages. She spies a notzon the

kitchen countei and picks it up. )

n "

Cora: There's a note here,liyra. 9t's from Georgie.

Myra: "Oh no, what now? "

Catas ¥

Here, you letter read it. J don't want you tearing my head off. "

Myra: ( Walks back accross the room, takes the note from Coza. ) Oh no, 7 jfuot
don't Lelieve this. Today of all days. Why is it when you need them the mosit

they always poop out on you. Well, she's fired. That's all there is to it.

@ora: Now just calm down. The note says that her Little oy 4o sdick.

liyras: Oh sure. They always get sdick on Christmas Eve and on Thanksgiving day

and on your birthday and your aniversary. You can't depend on them. But you

sure can depend on them to le here when Aitos time to pay them.

Cora: Mow you fust sald its Chriotmas Cve. Don't play Scrouge, llyaa. How many yea
years has yeorgie been working for you anyway? J've seen her since you moved 4n

here with your mother. How many years has bhat been, lMyaa. "

Myra: Hsxx ( calming down ) Hore than would dike to count, thank yau.

Cora: How dong has it leen, [Mlyra?
Myra: Well, David 4is itwenty one now. Almost twenty years, Cozra.

Cora: Then twenty years of service 4is enouth to warzant some trust J'd think.
BEroHall e f

Myra: Ok, Ok, you don't have to play the defenders with me. J'm not oml mad
anymore. But God why does it have to happen today. Uou know how impariant
xaotayxxxxx tonight is. M. Benjamin David's boss is coming over here tonight
and he's got a present to give. JT's that promotion, Cora, J know it is. David
haon't said much about it. You know how quiet he always 4o, especially about
impartant things. J even had to find out that Old man Uinders who 4o the head




of the accounting depaitment where David already 4o oupervising, has t0go to

the ilayo Clinic af for a Cancer operation on his ostomach or osomething Like

that. Of course, you know what that means, Cozra? "

Cora: Forgive me, but J don't really.

fMyra: It means that fob 40 open

Cora: ( Lighte up ) and david will get 4it?

Myra: He has o get that job. OLd man, lic Kesson died last year and that makes
David top man in yeais with the company. He has leen there now for twenty-Live
years. That's too much of mny man's Life not to get some zeward for it. Ji will
e twenty-five years next January and with liz. Uindero out of the pictuie and
llc Kesoon dead that leaves only one left — David. ( she otarts getting agitated
again and begine hurrying about the kitchen takeing things out of the sacks and

putting them in the refrigeratdér or 4in ithe cupboards )

za % P i . g
&Z&au: Wedl T can send Lula-Beldl over here if you need her that badly.

iyra: Oh could you. ( They embrace ) J'd Llove you to death hun.

Cora: J'4L call her now. ( she goes io the telephone in the Xitchen and calls the
maid. flyra continues to put ihings away. ) .« « « . Hello, Johnny, this is
Mlomna. Get Lula-Bell on the telephdne will you? ( she waita for a moment ) « . .
. Lulabell, how soon can you get away. . . . fgra llendville's maid had to leave

this afternoon
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