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The people of Uermillion, Missiosippi mourned for at dleast a
month after the deuth of Thomas Tartington Ramey. Stores closed,
saloons were forced closed, in fact even the barber shop was vacant
for several days, fodlowing the pullic burial. Tt was fortunate for
the children that that old Fom Ramey died on a wednesday for it gave
the newly completed Ramey High School a ch.L;fnc;(L to show its oympathy
by granting a two day holiday for the funeral. Jt was an unprecedented
move. The prospect of havéng four free daye, the two school holid
plus the weekend, was dimmed by the fa¢t that all the children would
be compééled to attend the special church services on friday and then
the public burial on saturday. And they would be compelled to go too.
Thedir parents would, for reasons,which the children did not know nox
care about, make them go. There waz no getting out of it because all
the grown-upe would e there too. Even Ramey's enemies of which thedir
were more than was commonly agreed upon would attend to make some display
of oympathy and to escape public scathing. Tt was bad lbusiness to
be an outopoken enemy of odd Tom Ramey, even if he were dead.

The {funeral was not’particulardly ¢ sad one thoug e was much

display of emotion from both of Uewnidlions factions — the aloof, Llanded

aristocracy and and the " commercial " classes. Both sides claimed him
as their own and lecause of this there was considerable friction lefore,
during and after the funeral. The firot tension evoldved over a dispute
about whether Ramey's body should be displayed publicly in an open cacket

An a semi-proped up position which was os4idL e custom in the outdying

Babtiot hmmlets. The old quard s# made pulblic ite claim that Ramey's

tamily extended back before the founding of Uewnillion, in fact before

the founding of

th

e dtate and t his family was strongly rooted 4in



ma.de

in the Episcopalian tradition of a closed casket funeral. The aristocracy
had %o give 4in, though, for shere paucity of numbers. They did manage

however to gain a snall concession. Though the casket was to e open

for public display, old Tom Ramay could at leaot be spared the Yndignity

ne

of deding propped up. There was friction over just who ithe presdidin

preacher wa ) Jt was common knowledge among interested people

that Tom Ramey delonged to no church or congregation though his Christian

nature had been well displayed to the local populus through his philanthropy.
Just then who would have jurisdiction over his body? Young Tom Ramey
had leen known to go to the Episcopal church, infact the Reverand Dikes
even had papers to prove Young Tom's membership. "There was a side
development also. Jt seemed that the members of St. Andrews among th
Angels without wanting to place themselves too much 4in the spotlight had
gianted Old Tom an honorary membership p ing until his confirmation
vhich had never an r woubd never le carried out. The Bowie ARuenue
Bapti church { Ly protested. Records were shown to point out ithe fact
that Ramey had give he church building fund over thirty thowsamd dollars,
far mozre than any other church in town. The decioion L
of young Ramey who a ¢ (M t
Attowaney, a posdition
jon them senator 4in
appearances was
oW expless 114 concei

midnight on wednesday.
which at one time wis owne
moaning edition until the decioeion
in state in the city hall, his eulogy wo
Nister ‘Joseph Frey the Bowie Baptists and his e vould
be short and dignified and Episcopalian. A t ¢ A C ! uneaal
none of the chuiches in town would be darge enc 1 rccommodate all

mouners from miles around. The Bowie B {ots answered the need
by donating 4in good and Ampartial {faith
pitchec
fust c
mouxzners, many were fust curious or struck 4

40 many gathered at a revival tent. T tent overf

to have a section

s




service was to legin. This cre yme Yad feeling but the

rey osoon calmed 4 m swn. JThere was a momeni o4

Mdoter F
collecting his thoughts
n. Jt firet bLegan quit ~almly. The
Tom Ramey gAuvin ographical data
amey's Lif too olbscure
about Tom'as
acco
dollar a year salaried
philanth given from a fortune 4in land ding ich / ! acqud
over the years. There was truely some ing fox The reverend
revealed an artistic oide he old never lefon: L ‘nown.
Jt seems that Tom Ramey Lt a p tation
rose from > obscurity ¢ mers to 4 owners

of great plauntaiions, protectors o 1 ind ed tion of their

It

future progengy. The book was writt ind pulbdished prdivatedy jusit
before Ramey's unsaccesoful bid for Governor. Jt wae upon diocussding
this book and its theme of"riséng up from the dirt of Life " that
the Reverend llioter Frey seccumbed to the weakness of
in that poodtd Out there 4in the auwdi congregat

qgospel and he

minutes it

was apparent th erend Frey was no longer 4 g about Tom Ramey
anc Lo 3 y accomplishments. Jt was remarkalble it of oral

now talking Revival talk, 44in and redemgion.

and otafjed and occupied the reserved section

which was the firoet to eacate 4in mass. 1ter that afternocon, after
the revival F¥axtimg Thomas Tartington Ramey was semiquietly daid 4o

rest.
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