CHILDRENS' GAME
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Jimmy's lgt%le sister said she saw who did it, but none of

us believedfier ‘Because she was only five and lied all the time.
" I am not ly#ng, " she said. " It was too Dutch Phillips
and he came from there. " She pointed to the hospital grounds.

¢ ¥ " Now I know she's lyin} cause there's a big fence around
"

“that place and no one can get in and no one can get out.

" Yes, they can. Dutch Phillups did it and 1l seen him. I
didn't see him get accross the first fence, but I seen him coming
accross that big yard, and they were mowin' it too and didn't even
chase: him, He just walked real slow like he was takin his time
not in a hurry or anything. Then he walked past the greenhouse
where they were keepin the old pots with the dead plants in them;
he opened the gate which wasn't locked or nothin. He come on

4

through and he crossed the fence, "

" "

And you were here all the time just like 1 told you, Jimmy
aaid.
" Yes, I was. I didn't go anywhere and now I want my popcicle. "
1 You'll geijiﬁjaffpxou earnedi it. " Jimmy said. He looked at
me. " How could eme=boy do all that? I know he's =imm nime and almost

ten, but he ain't that big. He had to have help. "




" There wasn't anyone with him, " Lucy said, " 4and I ain't

either., "

" Maybe he had a hatchet and chopped it down, " I said.
n

" There ain't no hatchet chops. Jimmy said.

" He had a hammerwith him and he hit it once and the whole
thing fell down, just like that, " Lucy said. " Lucy said. " I
was standin right there. He told me if I xam tried to rumn a
he would kxtx knock me down, so I didn't move at all until he
turned his back and knocked our fort down. Then I ran.zxExkEX
He didn't even try to stop me. ¥ guess he went back the way he
came, across the hospital yard. "

Jimmy didnIt say anything. I guess none of us said anything.
e just stood there lookin' at what was left of our fort. I think
Lucy started to cry. We were beat and there just wasn't any other
way of looking at it. Xkexfextx It took us two weeks to kmikdxkkak
fuxkt steal all the lumber and nails and tarpaper.

FORT RAMSHAKLE THE FIRST and it even had kind of a second story

and a roof that you could stand on, and it was much better than

that ixttiexesrdhmardxkexxiiskxxgaws tunnel that Dutch's gang had
build. But they still had a fort and ours was just a pile of wood.
Even if we mmkxkkExwmE took the wood and straightened out the nails
and put the fort back to gether again we were still beat.k® Dutch
>hillips was the first boy to cross the asylum yard; he had taken

us by surprize and he had won, It was a hard thing to take.
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