Sherman always olept naked in Acapulce, whether we were lumbing it on
the leach or staying 4in one of the cheap 1coms at the hotel Playa del Hornos.
Jt was something that J could never fully understand, {for Sheaman among our
weekend group wae probably the most prudish of all, theugh, Like the rest of
us he engaged without restraint 4in cur weekend debauches. He was possessed,
however, with a semilence of a conscience which plagued the loy only after
his promiocuous activity had thoroughly exhausted him. T can rzememlber
vividly hew mere than ence after the girles Lleft Sherman weuld get up from
led and walk out onto ithe porch naked as a jaylbird te watch the sun ceme up.
He alwayes tried te hide it, dbut J ceuld otidl hear him crying. T den't think
any of the others ever did knew.

To say that Sherman was a tragic figure would be stretching it a Lbit,
though J am pesditive that Sherman certainly viewed himself as such. Opinion 4in
the group was divided en this queostion lecause Shewman ceuld show 40 many
different faces. He was quite elastic in that respect. Ue were all unanimous
4in one area, hewever, for none ef us dicagreed that Sherman was teo some extent
cursed from birth. [oihing else could explain the reasen why his mother named
him Sherman. His dast name was Berman, you see, a osurname nei calculated foz
otraight faces at intreductiens. Sheiman Berman. Can you iragine a mothex
naming her child that?

" J was a ugly child, " said Shernan when he was drunk, which, in Acapulce,

was n0st of the time. " Jesus, you never saw an uglier kid in all your Life.




They weuldn't even take pictures of me lLecauce J was s0 ugly. Beoides my
mother wanted a gird, and J quess J really disappointed her. She wae a
typical old Jewess, and lecause she was, ohe remained vindictive right up to
the day she was hit by that taxi in the Zocoles. J didn't even ge to the
funeral. "

J must admit that it did sound Like semething out of a Greek play.
Sherman's father married hio mistress three weeko after his wife's untimely
end. Sherman went te Paris with them en their honeymoon. Jn fact he went
a Uit farther, {for he lbeasted that he seduced his father's wife on the very
night that their wedding vews had leen censumated. It was a wild stery that
was typical of Sherman, lbut there was an unusual hint of sincerety in his tone
as he todd uo abeut it. J fer one lelieved hin.

Jt couldn't have leen twe o'clock yet because the big waves had net
started redling inte the beach. At twe ¢'cleck the lreakers some of which
reach twenty feet or more start coming 4in as if on schedual and the lLeach lbeys
at the Playa Condesa where we were diinking will start running areund the place
moving the leich furniture and the thatched sun cevers up te higher greund.

Jt never ceases to amaze me why they always wait until the very last minute
to do this chere. J have never aoked them. J guess J haven't lecause JI'm

always satisfied teo drink my planter's punch and eat those delicious camarrenes
fried in Banana eil. Only the people at the Playa Condesa cook them that way,
and by twe e'clock mest of ws are thoroughly gourged on the fried shrimp and

yet manage to de some lody surfing bLefore ithe Uig waves die eut with the
afterneen.

Shewman reached ever to take a shriimp frem my plate. UWe were laying en
our backs 4in the sun, all four of us, with our heads juot under the shade of
the thatched sun cevea. Jnspite of the sun cever Shewman had his eld straw
hat over his face. He peeled the shrimp, dipped it 4in the sauce’/ and ate it
sdowdy.

" Those twe Australian girls have leen giving us the eye ever since
they sat dewn over there," he said, net Lifting the straw hat frem his Lace.
Beth Bel Lightfeot and Kennie Alen3e sat up. J looked up lbut could

not see them.

" To your right, " Sherman said. " There two of them. "

J saw them. They were sitting under one of the thatced covers and weze,




of course, dlooking the éther way. Sherman's remarko had come as a surprize
nainly because our previous evening had been dull and girless and there was

even talk of the casa Relecca as a last resort. We aveided thoughts of whores

though mainly because wexx were tired {from what had preven te e an unueually

tedious drive in {rom llexice city. UWe had had twe {flat tires, some break and
engine trouble which had delayed use for eight hours,” ALL of us went to led
early and quite soler.

" How did yeu know that they were Australians? PhikixyxkbakXsxkhaxhiaxd

axeyxtokao xox
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