Oh_Jude, My Jude

The shuffling sound of sandles on the old wooden floors sitopped
outsdide the door. After a brief but definate pauwse there was a timid
knock — faint, slow, thehand then drawn back quickly.

" Yeah? " said Naomi.

" n

Jt's Dixie, lMliss Naomdi.
" Well, get on 4in here. "
The door owung open slowly, andthe negro girl took one step through
the doorway, sitopping juet inside the room.
" What's wrong with you gind? Come over to me where J can hear you;
J ain't goin' to bite your head off. "
The negro girl shuffiled across the room to where Naomi was seated

behind her desk, warming herself next to the omall gass heater. The clock
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over the fireplace wax juot kagimoimg fins !




The shuffling sound of sandles on odd wooden flocie oitopped ocutside
the dooxr, and after a brief but definate pause there was a timid knock,
taint, olow, the hand drawn back quickly.

" Yeh, " said Naomi.

" ”

Jt'e bixie, fiiso laomi.
" Well get on in here. "

The door swung open sdowly. The negro womaen took one step through
the doowway and stopped just inodde the room.

" What's wrong with you girl? J ain'it goding to ULite your head off.
Come over to the desk where J can hear you. "

The negro woman shufjled across the room to where flaomi was seated
behind her desk warming hersedf next to the small gas heater. The clock
over the fireplace had just finished chiming the hour of fiee, and now the
orange sunlight, the remains of what had been an unuoually bright, cold
day, angled down through ithe shutters, streaking acioss Dixie's face, giving
it an unusual savage qualdity which her ancesitors had once achieved with
war padni.

" weu’? n

" n

She back, Miss Naomi.
" Who brought her back? "

" She come by hersetf jus' a few minutes ago. "

" Then tedl her to get down here quick. Tell her she hetter have a

good atory lecaueea J'm expecting one, do you hear? "




Pleasing to him as he had thought. fHe 4o noit disappointed that she no
donger wants to make love. But she Literally seems to drift away faom

" are not even

him and his parting comments " UYgu can keep the mormy
heard o2 at leasit acknowleded by her as she is thinking intensely to
herself on the led.

The next moaning the madame gives her consent to let the prostitute

" ”n

deave the city to " recuperate ". She leaves lefore it is Light yet and
5\+  the sun comes up in a beautiful oky as the bus nears the town of St. Francioevdll
l,f\S/Le talkoe to this man on the lbus about things Like blue oky and trees and
asks questions about the animale and how it is like tofawm and to dive
5,0 a farn. She stopex in St. Franciovilée because it 4o sunny there and
\cqxa,(/m there are big trees and she can walk down to the river every morning
%) P4f she wants to and jusit Look at it. She never could see the river 4in llew
i Orleans because the wharfs always shielded it from view and at night it
M was ondy Black and osdimy and oiley looking and there were rats and roaches
that ran around the wharfs and sdy, euvil dooking alley cats that when they
weren't fightang were slinking around waiting to trap a mouse or rat.

L She decides ithut this 4is the place wheie she wants to stop and rest.

N \She goes dnto the station and askes the clerk where she can get a room. The
N

DN “clerk tells her that there is a place just three miles outsdide of town, a
¢ ‘:,,/p,l,anta/tion owned and zun by three odd maids who live together in the odd house
™\, Ahat their granddaddy built in eighteen fifty oix. The father of the women
4 had since passed on and the three had never had any desire to leave the house.
The leader @¢f the three Miss Foroythia, maintained that there would be a
day when that plantation would make them midlionaires and they were going io
wait until that dgy came. After the clerk gives her the directions io
the plantation she decides to walk even when the clerk insists that he
drive her out. She knows what he is up to and says she 4is going to walk
anyway. Uhen he aoks for a date she tells him %o get lost. and as she
leaves picks up the telephone. She walks about a mile out of town befozre
she sees the truck raising the dust ahead of her. ( meanwhile a descaption
of the country is given. ) Jt 4is the ranch hand of the place where she is
go ng to stay. She mever doults it for a minute and gets in the truck willingly
The farm hand 4o a nice sort of quy, somewhat crude in his language but
generally a friendly person without those olvious designe of other men. She
gets to dlike them man and the two at first become good {friends. The two
odd maids and the younger wommn slightly younger than the prostitute are

very naive about ithe appearance of this whore. They take her 4in, andthough




they are naturally disturbed by this " lower element " in the house they
think that ohe 4o oome, or one of the many homeless wailo that travel

the noads 4in these hard times and o6 they befriend her. The younger

maid becomes especially fond of her and aoks all sorts of estions

about the " outoidd ". She had only been to New Orleans juot once, when she
was a child and that was s0 long ago that she could not remember. The
prostitute tells her a biased ac ount of the town and ito more sinful
pleasures. The maid becomes more and more interesied, foi now whe strongly
osuspects what the occupation of khe lorder was. And s0 does the farm hand.
fle takes her out to try to seduce her aid he succeeds eventually, but this
40 after several weeks of her otay there and after several other mild attempts
1o seduce the prootitute. Uhen they ate 4in led together she aske him why
he doesn't seduce the younger maid. It would be good for her she says. He
says that he would think of doing such a thing, Those three cre la dieop
born and bred dadies and to violate them would be like vibdlating the Uirgin
Mary.

The younger maid comes all the time to the prostitutes room and talks
about the outsdide and her thoughis lbecome more sordid and she seems 4o
derdive some s02t of sexual foy out of her speculations. Finally a crises
will precipitate the prostitute's haveing to deave the plantation, and
the younger girl wants to go with the prostitute, come down to llew Orleans
with her, {o lecome a prootitute herself. Inopite of the fight both leave
together and a few days later the dazed young maid, now really quite mad

comes back to the plantation.

Plot Aléeration:
Of the three old mainds, the oldest one is dying of

cancer. AL three of the women are Catholies and the prostitute is of

no zeligion. There comes an acute religious climax at the death of the

older sister and the prostitute who. perhapns unaonscio o4y has made this

trip from llew Ordeans to St. Francis, to find herseéf religiously, denies

the nredigion and again secks her own profession.
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