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The old car moved odowly up the laost hill, moving sdower and osdower
as it neared the top, coughing and sputtering but still etraining forward
until it was over the hill and then descending, accelerating by 4itoe own
weight as the hill sloped down through a gulley filled with trees covered
with Kudzu vines, opening up to the ocutskirts of lumedia. There wao wery
Littde to show that they were coming to a town, only a odign, leaning ovexr
as though it had been otruck by an automolbile or had just been forgotten,
a s4ign which read: Numedia

pop. 5358

elev. 240 Lt.
Besdides the oign, there were a {few negro ohacks, an occasional faded
Uictorian house set empty and alone among atands of Pecan trees. The
car was on level ground now, farming land. The land stretched out 4in
crooked rowe of cotéon, still green, waving green dbodls in the wind. Ramey
thought to himeeld: " The cotton dooks good this year, 4in spite of no
rain. Another moneth and maybe a good crop. " The preacher kept his
eyes fixed to the zroad and said nothing, Stands of pecan trees laced the
edges of the cotton fields. Tom loosked up into the trees Like a greedy
boy eyeing the pecans, stiti-green—too, which swelled in'clusters gfom
the tips of the branches. He remembered when he was a oy, when his mother
aad he uded to pick pecans for a dodlar a day, the only momey they had to
Live on. He remembered how he used to bury part of his doad and ithen come
back 4in the night %o get them. E&wen on cold days when the pecans were
2pe and falling when the wind blew through the trees, he used to take his
shoes off and feel through the leaves whth his feet. He never could explain
the simple pleasure tham he felt when his feet [felt the prize leneath the
leaves. Jt was almost a s4in to step on a pecen and smash it just because
you had your shoes on.

Across a Large, crescent shaped cotton field lLordered by woods Ramey
could see the two church spires aising above the trees, glittering white
in the afternoon sunshine. [ot far away from the church spires rose ithe
two Ulack omoke ostacks of the brick midl, gaund and inanimate with out

the clouds of black smoke that he was 40 accostumed to seeing as a dboy.

There was more signs of a itown now as the car moved on to a paved road.
They crossed the raikroad tracks which had tuwned and were now aunning
paraléel with the road. The weed followed the dracks




The model T chugged slowly up the last hill, then statted descending,
accelerating by ite own wedight as the hill sloped down through a forest
of Kudgu covered trees which opened up to the outokirts of Mumedia. Though
Nemedia had less than fivetthousand people it wae a spread out town. They

drove past negro shacks, negro stores
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