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Stuart Gentling
Short Story
Outline

Characters:

A prostitute from New Orleans

Three old maids at St. Franciosville, La.

A Faum hand who worke for the three vittuouws Ldadies on
the plantation which their father left them and which they have never
Left,

The madame at the prostitutes house of AlL repute,

Setting:

Partially 4in New Orleans for the opening scenes, and possilbly
for a cleoing scene., [lost of the action takes place 4in ‘the small town of
St. Franeioville, Louisiana, a few miles alove Baton Rouge, and a hundred
mides from llew Onleans. Juot outoeide of thio toen 4is a rundown but stibl
working plantation on which live the three old malidae.

Time:  Probably in the nineteen thirties.

Udewpodint: Poosilbly firet person, but more probably omniscient third
person with some first person narration, edither through later conversation

or through letters, which the prostitute writes back to the madanm.

Story:

A prostitute working 4in a house of Adl repute 4in New Orleans
descides one day that whe 4o fed up with her Life, not discusted with her
Life but merely lored with making love all of the time. Therze 40 no moral
decisdion lehind her desines to leave. Her ulcer wao kicking up again whéch
aggravaied her deoires to leave. Besdides this, she was geiting older. [low
that she wao 4in her late thirties, she was leginning to {feel her age, though
she ostillhad all of the customers that she could handle. The madame knew
that the prostitite was stidl a valuable asset to her house, but decided %o

Lodlow the prostitues whim and let her leave for a vacation. There would




( outlind cont. )

have been no desire for a vacation or even any real discontent if At

had not leen for a ltorther that blew 4in one night unexpectedly making

to whole next day quite sunney and quite cold for the unprepared house

of AL repute. The prostitue was awakened by the codd that morning, the
Lirot morndng 4n years which she had been awake to see. She couldn'it
beleive the leauty of the day. Jt was just too much for her. She went o
the park instead of going back to osléep and sat all day in the park jfust
looking up at the sky. Brother Charles was preaching 4in the park, damning
the Catholice at St Lodis Cathedral accross the street and warning all of
the other sdinners that they would go to hedl. She was #ired when she got
back to the house. She could hardley see lecawse she had been staring at
the Light 90 much. She wanted %o go to led lecause she was tired at not
having gotten any odeep. The madame would not leit her go to oleep. She
was not very responodive for the rest of the night. Her firnoet lovers were
disappointed with her perfoamcnce and todd the madame about her Lack of
enthusiasm which was always a trait with her. The madame came 4in and talked
to the prostitute dbout it then decides to send the " Lirot timers " din

to her 00 that the house would not get a lad reputation amang the connesuers.
There was only one man defit anyway which she would have to day for, said

the madame. Jf she showed him a good time thaen she could go to bed and

ohe and the mdame would discuss the matter in hhe morning. The firot timenr
was a thin, shy young professor. She tried her best to aid him of his
shyness but her frank and rather lored tone was amarked contrats to the
professorns shyness and dack of ardor. ( show that there is no communion

to this kind of love, that loth are otrangers and will remain strangers )
She finally 4o able to break down the greater part of his modesty barrier
and boith of them go to dbed. While they are in the very act of making Love
she, evidently displaying the fact that her mind is not at all on love making
askos the professor certadin, though crudely worded, questions, concernding the
nature of dife and the posodibility of there leing a hereafter at which the
professor replies that there can'zt posodilly be a Life in the hereafter. She

45 not convinced but she does trust his wisdom as compared with her. Her

speculation is at all times a crude, fumbling one of a funbling mind trying

10 grasp her essence. She pushes him off her and nodls over to her sdide of
the lbed 4in deep speculation, not very profound but nevertheless overpowering
at the moneat. The professor doeosn't know what to da. He juost sito there

nand answers her quesiions. He realizes that lovemaking really ion't ao
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