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accepted Dave's dinvitation, T all too quickly followed suit. J threw

some of things dinto Lightfoot's duffle bag ( J had to in order %o

get all of our stuff inte Dave's Corvette ) and thirty minutes later
llandevi blinked through the darkness as we near
end the cause way.
There was a bird under the tamplight. Jt was a Little yellow bird

about five inches long oquatted, shivering 4in the shadow of a dog which

lay 4in the gutter by the edge of > rnoad. Jt muost have leen there all

J had just noticed Lunny that he was not
me though J stood only c inces c v him. The bird
he darkness to it/ ; in hopes that
was Aight ithe would also be wa ) J lent over to pick
ird up and eotartled it. Jt's flight was Little more than feelle
and more blown by the fierce winds than {lying on 4its own effort
rose, circled 4in the Ui . and was gone 4into the darkness. J waited
for it to come back but it never did sh again,
" Now let me see,"J said to myself, opeaking loudly into the wind,
" the intelligence quotient tests are not valid past the age of thirteeny
Zhrzt %o computed by taking the chronological age and dividing that 4into
al age, then multiplying that by a hundred; JQ's ranging from
are clavsified as idiots, twentyfive to Lifiy e classified as
didn't know wl J was saying all o to myself. The
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Land me inthe Lake, J made it back to the shoxre

quite safely. Ao my ohadow passed wmdzx under the dock Light T saw
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Like osurrealist dandocape 64 a inken ¢ The waves lickedup
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harf shelter. There wao something different about it though and J
see what AL we J nothing but the empgy platforn
picknic talld that had been ostor coaner untid
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J heurd the noise ahain. This time it was louder.

thinking about 4Ai,
Jt was a man's voice, 44inging. The sound came sdow and sad, more dike
’ L 4 4 )

s0bling then oinging, the osound muted by the wind, Then J kxxxx could

make out the words, then themelody of the song. Jt was a hymn that J

had heaad many times.
A mighty fortress is our God

Over a over again, the oame words, the same tune, the same sa d odow
voice. J had twined again and J could ostill see nothing, T didn't osay
anything; J just stood there looking. Then J saw him. The otreetlight

made a hundred and eifhty degree owing about the telephine pole and

for an inotant the swinging Light {lashed upon his white hair. Then 4n

truth about those 3ip An Lined raincoats. J pulled



the darkness J could see hio sdilhouette hunched over on one of the
picnic benches., He was not Llooking at me. He fuoit aat there with

his head turned out wd the water and his mouth mouving olowly o

the words of his | The Light {lashed upon him again and he jferked
hio head around 4into the Light. He had a Llong lbeard. There was fear
in his eyes. Then he stood up. J watched him dbut said noihing and
made no move. J waon't en sure Af he knew that J was ostanding there.
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ind which kept p ing up,

dwindling, 4/ picking up ag He had stopped singing and was
talking now. J could not hear what he was saying. Then he dooked at me.
There was no surpiige on hi ¢ e must have known that 7 was
there., He stopped talking and started to walk to me. J muosi of been
afraid because J otepped back a step or two. This otopped him, though

he was o4idl dlooking at me. He was a Ubigger man then he had at firet

loocked, infact he might have leen six and a / ¢ L J could

‘dee him wedl now; he had crossed the distance lbetween wes in juot a few

oslrtdes. There s no fear in his dook, nor malace nor even scrutiny.
He seemed to le ing through me out toward the 4 y dight. Then he
turned his head 1 Looked down into the misi bedot L started singing
his hymn again.
A mighty fortress 4o our God
Jt was then ithot ticed i/ e had no coat on nor any warm wrap of
kind. ing there in this cold, wearding nothing moze

grey cotton pandd and a grey cotton shirt with

and sqaure 40 that it hung out. He otopped
24nging ¢ art dLking again. This time his woirds were Loudexr
as if he were addressing them to me J didn't know what he was talking
about.
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tor them, oh Lord how J thanked ¢ to my

promise, daord, When you sent the Lifth baby J knowed J had youxr
ire up, J knowed it Lord and J kept my promise and J prayed that you
would thke your curse of that baby. "
He looked at me., There was pain in his eyes.
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" Jour children,9 J said, anazed at how u Y ice sounded.
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Don't go,Hehe said. you haven't hea the joke yet, the joke

that the lord God Jehova pd ayed on me. No, they didn't all die, Ko, not
UL of them. here was e one in which the lord in his infinite
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Wedl that's too bad, " J said, trying to walk around him.
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let go, dbut it waen't lbecause ask 7 J heard the

sound too and we loth Looked down the road toward town where the

noise was com féom. Jt was a osound Like a Lactory whistle or a

ing
prison sdizen. Some of the house Lighto along the lake shore Lit up.

" What's
" Jt's the asylum osiren. Ain't you ever heard that lefore; Ja
ofl all the time, !
Suddenly the far off gleam of car Lights otruck us as the automolbiéle
turn from a sdide L came 2acting toward ws. It was o244l Lar off
Hashing on top of the car. T forgot about
wvho did not to otop me this time. huriied out into th e
street and stood under the cetlight. Then J heurd the door to Rave's
calidin odan and J could sce runnding towar down th eet yedling
something.
" Stu! Somelody's escaped from that nut houose. Jt's just over the
radiol! "
" The car was dess than a block away. T could see the brake Lights
wharf ohelter, "
turned and looked toward the shelter.
Gravet flew ao th ar behind uwe xst@pmadx came skidding to a ostop. There
was xaxixmgx nobody under the shelter, nothing lbut the cold miste. The
pofice jumped out of the car and came hurujrng toward ws saying osomething.
Bod was talking too. CEverybody was making noise. It was then, though,

that J could have sworn that J heard oplash.

THEEND
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