Have another cigarette?
o . . . no, thank you not right now.
Here take one. Jt will make you feel lettexr.
o, not right now, please. J want to talk firet. T tried to give up
the Uloody things once but it was no go, e ylod Qigid Aiow, leoac ., S cord 4o f2
Wedl ithen? : (G
The time? Hell who knew whit the time was? Uho really cared? The
Japanese never permitted uo «f:r‘m/t duxury. They didn't even give us any
of their propaganda. UWe knew nothing albout our oituation except that
we were arotting 4in some [ip prison camp somewhere 4in Byrma ( we thought,
though o till weren't sure ) under that bloody buwma oun, the jungle all
around us, the rats, the lice, the iotten food. Ch=god, St was hell. We
were the priviledged ones lajor Croosbey said. UWe were the ones who couldn'z
be broken and that was why we were disolated from the reost of the camp, seperated
from it by a wall of impenetralle jungle, s0 high, 40 dznee that until we
heard a man's death screams on ithe OULUL owe we thought we were completely
xxakuted by ourselges miles from e (' 5 ;;:mu«JLuomnm
I ott6 iz day do mmu J.Jh T ptoced dn—wd i the_others.

-,@MMQ&W—M eanp with ne. He ws capturied domedivine- a{,toz 3

—tot——
J ol to this day am not sure why J was separated with the others.
J was not noisey {like the oithers, nor readly very deficnt. T toldd them

nothing of course, dut then J told them thst J had nothing to tell. Which

wetuth,




What time was it? Heldl, no one there knew what the time was, noxr

really cared. The Japanese never permited ws the luxury. Hell, the

war could have leen over for all we knew




was the truth. Only colonel Crosley and a few others readly knew our
ostrength. They never confided that knowledge to the rest of the men.

Xhe [y interrogatore seemed satisfied. They never bothered me after
that except foa the woual routine affairs. 7 ey even offered to let

me write a detter home 2o my family and promptly asoured me that they
would get it. After J todld them J had no family they left me alone
entiredly. That 40 why J think my brother had somethng to do with it.

te ‘@0 captured much later than J wae, the exact time J do not know. 7
know that it was weeks urtil they put us 4into #he p.en“}tli?:}. they were L
building for ws. Geofry, my brother was a trouble makexr trom the start.
He defied the Japanese at every taan and was mainy {an%o severly leaten
for it. Still he would not relent in his de,&«’.-:mca'ﬁﬁf;ggMbecame moze drastic
each time he displayed it. The only time J was albowed +o sneak o him,

J warned him about hio obtuseness, but he only said humph and otopped

off across the compound. J never spoke to him again. fllagor Crosbey would
not peandit it. He sald that if the Japanese ever found out that we were
brothers it would prove a wsful tool to them for Anterrogation. J scoffed
ai such a rediculdous idea. T knew g’}ao,uh/\‘l.l; would, but the Major stidd
daid no go. He really didn't have ftf;\,\‘ {a/L Geophry after that day never
weened 4o want to speak to me. J could not understand why he loocked at me
0 though J were a traitor. J only tried to caution him.

A week or o0 before they moved us into ihkexzxxpauxsd that howrible
hedl which they were building for us, my brother Geophry was killed. He
was tying to escape they said. Codonel Crosbey witnessed the affair and
he later todd me that my brother died moost bravely. He had jumped a guard
and was about to olit his throat with a wire when another quard which Geophary
had not see came up behind my brother and bayonnetted him in the hack. The
dafor said that Geophry was defiantely not dead when the two guards dragged
him from the compound, 4iffact that he wae screaming. But the Japanese
commandant d:ter dinformed the magor of Iy brother's death. 7 did not

cry; J thought it was only a matter of a Little more time untid T too would

folbow Geophry. T was not well, Y DS




Jt was early morning lefore duntise when they came to get us. Jnepite
of the heat there wao a chill in the air. There was juot enough light 4in
the east to sdilhoetie the juhgle which surrounded the camp. The animals
were already Ueginning to make their noises and J could hear monkeys, lirds,
insects screeching 4in the itrees above us. The magor and two attendants came
4o our hut, the magor rapped on the pole with his swagger ostick.

Alright boys get up. Johnson, Smith, Tyler and Didlits get your
gear and come with us. UWe'zre going on a Little vacation.

The men legan to mumbée and to move around in the darkness.

Exbfgx

" Common, huwry up with you, "

shouted the Major briokly. "The Nipo
don't Like to le kept waiting. There not oo polite, you know. "
The four of ue got ohat few belongins we had and fodlowed the major's

sihdouymtie out into the compound where there weze other men otanding around

talking dlow to each other or just standing by themselve waiiting {for what was

to come next. Some of them were talking about a firing esquad, dbut the
majors chipper nature seened to dispeldl that. HAe the sky got Lighter J
could mee the Japanese gaurds, maybe twenty of them standing around 4in two
Lines on both osdides of we with their rifles turned on the men. Then at the
gate appeared colonel Basho, head man at the camp. He salid someithing to
one of the guarde oianding by the gate, then he turned around and walked
quickley fack to his office which otood not far {from the compound. Then
the Nips began to motion at ws with their rifles. The Mlajor Lined wus up
( therz were about fifty of us ) and told wo to march olowly out through ithe
gate to where three trucks were waiting. The Suards motioned for us to
get into the trucksy we of course obeyed and then they lashed the canvas down
over the lack o0 that we couldn'its see. UWe were on the road for more ithan
a half an hour and we made many turns and bridge crossding during that time.
Some of the men 4in my truck whose senses were more acute than mine dinsdisted
that we were making a huge circle and that we were actually coming back o
camp. They were correct, though none of us were to dlearn such until we
heard the man 4in his deakh agonies

J shall never forget that moment when the canvas dropped dropped down
fron dhe back of our tauck, revealing 4in the earnly morning Light, the pen
that they had build for mo ws. Iy heart sunk Low. There were no oheds 4n
the pen, nothing to keep the shade our except a aim of tin nailed ar und the




far end of the pen to foim a crude sort of awning. In the middle of the pen
was a trough. The guard's head appeared in the lback of the truck.

orell

The men said nothing as they thet got down off the truck. The did

not take their eyes from the cage. Even the major was silent. He opoke
¢ 7 P

not a word until all of the men were out of thetrucks and even then he

Lew wardo . 5 ; e
g 4in a dow voice to Luetenent Gordon. The guards formed

only munlled obme
into two dines a sort of lane funneling down to the opeing of the pen. The

men fodlowed the major silently 4into cage and then some one said.

" They'ze puttin' us 4in a bloomin' pig pen. "

" "

Jt ain't going to be no picnic, someone edse said.
The major kept quiet. There was sdimply nothing that he could tell

us that would have made any difference.
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