She ro4e e . xeoayy earlier than oshe had done 4o for years, but she did
not stay 4in dbed long and ohe dressed quietly and alone wiithout the help of the
hot, unbearably, suffocatingly hot but she did not move to
open the it shuttered windows, nor did dhe ring the bell for breakfast.She just
moved routinely through early moaning otiddness. Some music came from the tavern
saloon below, slow, tinny, early morning music, the same music that she heard
every night, ogly olower now, depressing like a hangover, early mprning music.
llo other sounds came from below, mo laughter, no voices, nothing but the tinny
piano. She went to the awmour and opened the Ubig mahogony doors, which seemed
to dwarf her. The Uox was he upper oshelf, among the other hat loxes, but it had

been placed there with more canrc e drag | the small ladder over. The lox

was hard to reach., She react veound untidl / the ftamiliar ribbon, then she
pulled the hat 1 large hat, witt v flowerns and {ittle ostuffed
birds on it and enough zoom to hide a small otdck that lay car ully folded up on
the brnim. She pulled out the pine held the stocking. She carefully unraveldd
(t and emptied the money out on the led. She didn't count it, she L . the money
on the led and went to the chair where her other dress was, the working dress,
From the inside {dining of the lbodice she pulled a couple of bills out. She added
these to v Litile pile already on the bed, But she didn't count . She seemed
to 4 e th he would know when she would have enough. She pinned the

4o ito place on the hat and then she pit the hat box back in it

anour. She clesed the bdg mahogony doore qickly and a dxg owioh of air blew
ccro40 her face. She was veating. She went to her diessing table chair but she
didn't pick up anything wipe her face with. She couldn't. her hands were tic

Below the pianp sounded #ts sdow, depressing, / JAN (NG MUSAC.

x
The note day right in front of her on the dressing table but she didn't

notice it dmmediatley and when she [inally sidmktxpickxitxuep. did, ohe didn'it

pick it up. She rested and trdied to freshen herself up firot, then she opened the

omall envelope, She recagnised his handwriting immediately but it was not the

neat and even script that she was wse: to deeing. JInotead, the letters were scratched

and Ulotted upon the paper as ifthey were written in a fit of drunkeness. There

bi ] s o
were only 1hkeE words on the paper but they were almost illegilde. The ﬁfm%

; 2ea TR cer i ; St
admply %534 7 uanT TO SEE YOU. There was no signiture.

After dhe nead the letter she changed her clothes. She chose a darker, moze
suditalle dress, one)that made her Look as though she were in moaning, and perhapo
adittle older than she would have likedto appear. She did no® know exactly how to
take the letter, She had expected the note to come, lut she had not expected it

- ) . L]
to be a sumnons. She had never leen allowed to go to his place before., He had always
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There was something in the stillness of the air that woke her ‘1‘./1,{_1“;:}))he7,e
was somthing, some dinner feeling, a premonition almost, that told her that today
would not le the dame as other doys. Though she had not been up this early in
ed dong, and she dressed quietly and alame without

years she did not stay 4in
the black girnd. Tt was hot, unbearally, osuffocatingly hot; no wind

the help of

whiapered through the shuttered windowol




come doun to the river front to see her. Hio Life in that old brick building up

on Silver Street was kept in complete secrecy. Scattered bit af information leaked
through but there was only enough to pigue her imagination. She resented his
attempts to keep part of his life a seeret, but she never questioned it. 8he felt
that he had been her savior once. She had leen alone , terriddy alone and she had
killed a man. That had all happened in llew Ozleans in a part of her Life that eas
gone now, dLost An years of unregret. Jt was an unexpidited past, a past that he had

never questioned her about, nor had ever cared to and she knew this. The law was
after her and he hid her and when the law scare was passed he gage her aplace to
otay. But he never asked anything of her, but she gave it anyway, at firet out of
gratitude and perhaps worship ( she o only twenty at the time, oshe did not know
dove ) then love. But that was ty yearo ago and he had stopped asking anything
of her and she wasn'it gratful any dlonger and her ingratitude became contempt. But
he had leen fer savior, or at dleast she thought the inotrument of her salvation, if
this was salvation.

She didn't take the negro man with her, instead she went by her sekf down the
back stairs and out on the jamed,stinking,muddy otreets. Jt wasn't a far walk ito
the red brick building. The marrow street turned up the hill passed ohipping houseg,
bars, mostly bars, and up passed ancther iind of hauses. Silver sireet, which curved
up texbiateheyxabevexthzxkikk the bluff to the town of Natchez alove the hill was the
busiest of all the streets, The old brick building, partially covered with a green
moss which thiived on the wet s, was docated about htlf way up Silver street, Jit
was a rather unimpiessive building, nét much different in appearance than oné of
the merchant houses that lLined the staeet. An elegantly dressed negro answered the
door and rather hurrnidly ded her passed two offices, that must have leen shipping
house offices, down a long hallway to a door. The door opened to the out odide, a
ostenchy alley, to a small ostaimway. The o taiway led up to the second floor and

the servant hurniied ahead and opened the door. "

In here." he said, and he closed
the door behind him,
The zoom was dark, very dark and for a minute she couldn't ze anything. The

curitains gere drasng There were no candles bawning, kuwixihere xaxxaxsmakk She saw

him ositting in a chair

e was sditting Lehind a desk. The room was very dark because ithe curtaine
were drawn and ohe didn't see him right away. She stood there quietly'4a the
door waiting for him to make the move. She was really ou AL he was 4in the zroom,
but then he said,"lWont you sit down?" There was no warmth in the words and sk
had not expected that. The voice was verging on the too polite and she seemed 4o

sence xhmkxwaxsxgmimgxiaxkex now that there was an air of

finality in his voice.
Ao her eyes became used to hhe dim interior of the room she could see him, nothing
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