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Texas, across the United States and even in Europe. Their book, OF BII

TEXAS, has received unanimous critical acclaim as the most important book of
its kind ever published in s and one of the great American bird books of
the twentieth century. We w d likée to quote a few of the critics' comments,

remembering that, regardless ® the text, and the fine printing and binding,

it is the paintings which make this book such an important publication.

" A triumph of beautiful design, fine printing and ori
scholarship. There was nothing in Paul Mellon's inco
collection of I8th and I9th century illustrated books from
Britain of greater appeal and sheer beauty."
:dmund Pillsbury, Director
Kimbell Art Museum, Ft. Worth
" One of the most important books published in Texas. "
Ron Tyler, Director
Texas State Historical Association

A mountainous folio of a book, a museum-quality work, un-

Likely ever to be emulated. " : 5 X s
. larold Billings, Director

General Libraries
University of Texas at Austin

" The most stunning and prodigious book in Texas history. "
.C. Greene, Coordinating Director
The Center for Texas Studies
" Marvelous, a simply overwhelming book. "
Andrew eth
Chadd's Ford, Pennsylvannia

" A colossal artistic achievement which will be of interest to
all Americans H N James E.Moody, Librarian

The New York Historical Society

Both the Amon Carter Museum and the Modern Art Museum of Fort Worth can

claim the ownership of a copy of the Gentling book, and practically every major

library in the state has aquired a copy. However, only one Texas institution

will ever have an opportunity to own the entire collection of the original paint-
ings, and that is the Fort Worth Museum of Science and History. If the museum
does succeed in is efforts, the Gentlings are going to donate all their pencil
and watercolor studies for the bird paintings and all the notes, manuscript
material and correspondence relating to the creation of their pictures and their
landmark book. Thus the museum will be able to offer to future students all the
relevant research materials concerning the Gentling project.

Because there are certain barriers preventing the Gentlings from actually

donating the remaining paintings to the museum, the museum's ultimate success




in acquiring the complete collecti should not be viewed as foregone
conclusion. We are going to make every effort to expedite the museum's
efforts by helping to:inform tt public of the continuing tus
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Sincerely yours,

Ralph Carr,

"oject Manager
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