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I want to tell you how very pleased Sc 31 e :bout the news
that the museum's Board of Directors ha: ‘ ] Lmously to
chase the original bird paintings to
Though the money involved is certzainl
that is not what has so excited us.

otten more money for the collec elsewhere. ut that an

institution of thne size a ature ¢ the Museum of Science and

Iistory should show such an interest i e efforts of two "local

boys'" and, what is more important, to that interest up with act-
ion, represents a serious acknowledgement of our efforts which match-
es the magnitude of our enterprise. his is the first time that I
know where an important Fort Worth Institution has so recognized and
honored the talent and accomplishments of Fort Worth artists. For
once we have a situation where a museum acted quickly, where there
will be no reason to regret that what could be an important artistic
and historical legacy to the city was allowed to slip away, simply
because it was recognized first first by others in some other area
of the country. Perhaps the other museums of Fort Worth will pay
attention to this example and give other artists the attention they

deserve.

One thing is for certain, that the Museum of Science and History
has acquired with this complete collection, the very heart of a pro-

ject which represents on of the most important artistic bird pub-
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lications of 11s century. Don,
talked with several important
we must look & < CHES IO h for any xamp ] approachin
y forgo mod-

neither the works of Gould
nor Lear nor Selby nor wilson, but only Audubon's efforts can comp-
are in beauty with our paintings =t L 1 ¢ 1t they will
be a delight to the public and a very o source pride for the

community.

Don, I believe that I have mentioned th 11l of our preliminary
drawings and studies, notebooks and corre I e beenskkepis

a complete record of the cre ) four b V Knows?

It might be of interest to researcher y All
t

will be given to the museum when ‘ansferred.
mention that all the paintine |l be matted and framed

according to the most exacting archival nuseum standards.

One last thing, Don. It would be very useful if a
letter acknowledging the museum's interest in purchasing the bird
paintings, the amount that the museum is going to pay and any other
relevant comments. I am about to go to the bank to secure the loan
to initiate the printing of the book, and I have listed the paintings
as part of our assets. It would please the bankers very much te see
that an important museum like the Museum of Science and History is
interested in purchasing the collection. This letter will in no way
bind the museum should there be a shift in the museum's fortunes and
a subsequent change of the Board's mind.

If I may be of any help whatsoever, please feel free to call me. We
should get together anyway sometime soon, perhaps after the holidays,

to discuss some of the important timing and logistical considerations
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Sincerely
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