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; SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS

“Capress-News

DETAIL CF TURKEY
in ‘rare Texana’

has h

3,

By BRYCE MILLIGAN

Express-News Book Columnist

The largest and most expensive
book ever published in Texas weighs
in at 47 pound and costs $2,500 and
made {ts debut this week before art
lovers and bibliophiles in San Anto-
nio. 3 A

According to Blanco bookseller
Maggie. Lambeth, - who arranged a
showing at Club Giraud, the book “is
destined to become the Audubon of
rare Texana.”

“Of Birds and Texas” is in fact
dedicated to Audubon and contains a
print of that great . American bird
painter’s first published. Pa.lnt!n"g, the
“Great Crow Blackblrd.(; There was
a lot of talk of Audubon 4t the show-
ing, as one of the artists, Stuart Gen-
tling, explainéd his life-long fascina-
tion with Audubon’s work, His inter-
est began -at'age 15 when-hé: pur-

1 ‘l, chased ‘a rare print of Audubon’s
" “Wild Turkey”, for $15. The print now
~ sells for about $1,500.

“Of Birds and Texas”. contains 40

prints of ;Texas birds using Texas

o ; . s

11 (The book) is" &
destined to beconie

the Audubon of Tare ¢ 5 Aceording to Al Lowrhan, author
Texana 5 ¥0P*THe "Printing Arts in Texas,” the
‘ ¢ DOOK contains “the finest color sepa-
¥ M le L »Ew"h'w}j ratlon Wwork that has ever been done
—— 299’0 1amhoth. iy the Southwest. ... there is abso.
landscapes as background, and’ #n-%% lute fidelity to the original artwork.”.
other 10 prints of “the land and peb. «‘The printer was David-Holman of °
ple” of the state. Painted by Stuatt 2-Austin’s Wind River Press;-who had
and Scott Gentling of Fort Worth; t} toretool his entire ‘shop iff order tof>
major text is by, noted .Texas h a}cimmodate the Imperiat: le‘ph}:;an

Tl C 0 sheets (22! by, 28, fric
Each print is accompanied by a¥ ktrifmed yiaf e tg:ét?‘waségse and |
ing-page essay by the artists: ¢, % E&Epririted in letteﬁi‘re‘s’f‘*’é’n +the - pic
#:Considered on the: basis’ of 3 Hit-astures weére, done by ‘offset”color li=.
a‘lone, the paintings are not all stus; thography'dn a Heldelberg press.” -
n1n§ uré The sheets are*houSed in-hand-
suffer from a lack of vivacity and Bimade. linen-covered,bokes, . con-
few lack the exactness so admired §1° structed by'Craig Jenson, one of the
the work of Audubori;-Most are e;ld%\ % finest hand bookbinders In‘the state,.
fully done, however, and all are e Only 500 boxed, numbered and signed
tremely accurate — the result of gl coples of the tome"are available. fo
most seven years of research and ob<t#sale — and- almost /300 ‘coples 4l-
servation, .x¢. ready have been'sold. o3 .43 L/05 154+
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