
WORKING THE WATERFRONT 
The Ups and Downs of a Rebel 
Longshoreman
By Gilbert Mers
The personal recollections of forty-two years on the Texas water­
front by a retired longshoreman and radical union activist. Mers 
proves to be a thoughtful philosopher of democratic ideals and an 
eloquent agitator for union reform in this vivid and evocative 
account.
$19.95 hardcover isbn 0-292-76022-1

THE SAN ANTONIO MISSIONS 
AND THEIR SYSTEM OF LAND 
TENURE
By Félix D. Almaraz, Jr.
San Antonio is unique among North American cities in having 
five former Spanish missions. This well-researched volume traces 
the changes in landownership as the missions passed from sacred 
to secular owners in the late eighteenth and early nineteenth 
centuries.
$12.95 hardcover isbn 0-292-74653-9

Revised edition

FROM PEONES TO POLITICOS 
Class and Ethnicity in a South Texas Town, 
1900—1987
By Douglas E. Foley with Clarice Mota,
Donald E. Post, and Ignacio Lozano
How does a relatively powerless ethnic group deal with the prob­
lems of economic inequality, racial discrimination, and lack of 
political power? The authors examine these questions in detail, 
focusing on the changes in Mexicano-Anglo relations in one small 
South Texas community called North Town.
$32.50 hardcover isbn 0-292-72460-8
$12.95 paperback isbn 0-292-72461-6

Write for our complete catalog.

University of Texas Press
BOX 7819 AUSTIN, TEXAS 78713 
TO ORDER 1(800)252-3206
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January 10, 1989

Scott and Stuart Gentling
4801 Harely
Ft. Worth, Texas 76107
Dear Scott and Stuart:

I am enclosing an advance copy of the cover of the January 
issue of the Southwestern Historical Quarterly which has 
your Wild Turkey on it. I think it turned out very well and 
will make a handsome cover for the Quarterly.

I will send you copies of the review as soon as we have 
them.
This whole endeavor has been most enjoyable and I really 
appreciate your encouragement and cooperation throughout. 

Best wishes.
Sincerely yours,

Ron Tyler 
Director

RT:j e t 
Enel.
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Cover: Wild Turkey by Scott Gentling, 1986. Dry brush watercolor op paper, 
38*/2 x 2914 inches. Courtesy Fort Worth Museum of Science and History.

The striking image of the turkey on the cover was taken from the origi­
nal watercolor that was used as plate XVI in Of Birds and Texas, the 
monumental book by brothers Scott and Stuart Gentling that is re­
viewed in this issue of the Quarterly. The commentary that accompanies 
this plate in the book relates the artists’ feelings about their subject: 
“We agree with Dr. Benjamin Franklin who wanted the Wild Turkey to 
be this country’s national symbol instead of the Bald Eagle. Indeed one 
would be hard-pressed to find a bird more thoroughly American or 
more representative of the wilderness of this new land. ... As a back­
ground for our plate, we chose a beautiful stretch of countryside just 
north of Austin where the land begins to give hints of the approaching 
Hill Country. This young turkey, startled by something outside the pic­
ture plane, is about to take wing for the brush cover on the other side 
of the road. The road itself leads the eye to a distant and almost lim­
itless Texas horizon.”
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