GENTLING PUBLICATIONS
902 BOLAND ST., FORT WORTH, TEXAS 76107
Telephene (8I7) 332 7059

Dear Collector:

Time and again we here at Gentling Publicatiens have been advised to keep our
overtures te other beok people shert and to the point. But hew do yeu des-
cribe a Great Imperial Felie like Of Birds and Texas by artists Scott and
Stuart Gentling and author Johr Graves? Is it sufficient te say that this re=-
cently-published work, ten years in the making and the first ef several beoks
planned by the Gentlings, contains 50 coler plates ef life-size American
birds in Texas landscape settings and that all the text is printed by letter-
press with handset type? And if we add that the entire ensemble of the tw:
linen-covered portfolies and bex'and the I37 unbound felio pages measuring 22
by 28 inches happens to weigh mere than ferty-six peunds, will that be enough
te give the reader a good impression eof thi Ul’)ook? In this case we think net.

Our experience has shown us that even best-informed subscribers are
still surprized and overwhelmed upon finally seeing the boek — even in Texas
where more than half the limited edition of 500 signed and numbered cepies
have already been sold. Ninety-five percent ef our sales here have been te
persens whe were able to see the book and judge for themselves. Our beok's
owners come from many professiens including prominent business people, museum
directors, librarians,. .teachers, .dacters,.lawyers, artists and ethers — all
whe are united by their leve ef art. and nature .and fine beoks. Inspite of its
title, this bookAisymeantwto.be.an.Anenican.publi&ag&??,wgﬂﬁffhe Gentlings nev-
er internded that Qf Birds-and Texas sheuld sell.eutAin’ their heme state. There-
fore we are now-making our first.offering ef the remaining cepies of this re-
markable beok teo specially selected dealers and cellectors througheut the
United States and.abread.

Since we cannet send yeu the book itself for your inspection, we have in-
cluded with this letter.and prespectus three pages.that were actually printed
for Of Birds and Texas. They are the Title Page and a page of text with its
accompanying celer plate.. Rub yeur fingers over the text page.and feel the
impressions made by the metal type. If you like what you see and feel, we hepe
that yeu will read,.the-entire.prespeetus to.acquaint yourself with this volume's
many unique features.. Fer a.fast review of the beok's physical specificatiens
see page five. A list.of.the plate.numbers an%}@%glkigg, pecies depicted is
en pagé six. DPage seven contains -comments from. people in the art and
beok werld.

It sheuld be noted that this is net a' massive mailout, and although a small
extra press run of the Title Page was printed for this purpese, all the text
pages are sheets kept frem the boek because of some small flaw~an ink spot, a
blemish. or.wrinkle.. The .celor. plates, however, are-good artist's preofs, signed
by the Gentlings and suitable for framing. We hope you enjey them. This mail-
ing is designed .not only. to sell.baoks, but also-te inferm a wider audience of
discriminating collecters abeut Of Birds and Texas. Because less than 250 cep-
ies: remain for national and world-wide distribution, we cannot guarantee hew
long this supply will last. Therefore orders will be filled according to the
postmark date on the return envelope bearing the order card. The price of the
book is $2,500 per copy plus tax where applicable, and this price is subject te
change witheut notice. Dealer disceunt i& 25%. A.money order or cashier's
check made out to Stuart Gentling will expedite the delivery of your boek by as
much as three weeks. If you have any questions, please do net hesitate to call.

Sincerely,

Lucy Ferd, subscriptiens manager




