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PLAYGROUND

77/r Bohemian Grove is a place of studied mystery, but 
make no mistake: It is where the most powerful (male, 

white) gather for two weeks a year Io, well, play.
BY .KIIIN VAN DEH ZEE

century ng»» bv , In* B» »he,man ( tub ol San 
I ■ rnneisco. llie (irose. located some 7(, 
miles mirili »»I San Irancisc»» on the Rus­
sian Riser, has become famous or iuta- 
moiis. depending on one’s pomi ol view 
as a basliou «»I the business ami political 
establishment Oulsideis liberals (remi 
Democrais). womens groups ami I he 
like castigate it as llie place where die 
line owners ol’ I In- Republic gal her in se­
dei lo ills ss up llu- pie. Club members, 
ami consersalises generally. rejec, this as a 
canard, insisting that most Bohemians are 
men ol’ moderale means and ilia, the

O
n Irulay uflerm»»»ns every 
July. I he corporate jels come 
sneaking ml»» llie Sonoma 
C«»u,„y Auporl m Santa 
Rosa. Cahlorma. Alighting 
from llie ramps, business- 
suited men chilclung allache cases are mel 

by limousines and taxis edged otil on llie 
apron. Less than ,wo hours later, llie same 
men. clad in an assorlmenl of c»»,,,Ibr,able 
spoils clothes, si roll along a path winding 
through a lores, »»I redwood trees lii by 

Around them, lies,led m wmided can­

nons tents. nee Imuses, toils, stockades, 
cabins reminiscent «»I a boys summer 
camp. At one fenced-ill compound. a 
group listens lo a newspaper cdilor on a 
small stage telling jokes ami stories. 
Across llie toad, in a clearing aumng likll 
an lepees. an insurance broker placing the 
ban,»» accompanies die rallict shaky sing 
mg »»l a television-lie, work sales executive. 
Ai a third camp, a corporate attorney 
pull’s away on a luba as pari »»I a wash­
board baud

Amid llus cavalcade of amaleui enlef
Inmmcul. llie men move from camp ,»» 
camp m wlial seems like a gigantic open 
house In Iwos ami threes, drinks m hand, 
lliey s,»»p ,«» talk ami renew the «»Id school 
lie gramma, school, piep school, college, 
llie service.

So begins anolhei annual Iwo-weck en­
campment a, llie Bohennaii (m»\e. the 
larges, pro ale gathering »»I men «»I wealth 
ami power in America. Loundeil almost a

John van Jer Zee. ilii- iiiiihur o/ lliefireal- 
es, Men’s Parly on l .ailli. once worked as 
a waiter al llie Bohemian Grave.

[JSING THE GROVE FOR BUSINESS PURPOSES IS TABOO, BUT.

ami guests who come lo die (irose oser 
die I wo-week encampmenl mostly on 
die weekends are California professional 
ami business men. Bui wlial gives die

mans ol ilk- men considered lo be die 
owners of .America: bankers. c«»rp»»ra,e 
leaders, pohliciaus. university and founda­
tion heads, press lords.

eculises of every stripe. I here are heredi­
tary proprietors, such as Chairman Ste­
phen I). Bechtel .Ir of Bechlel Croup and 
Chairman Jack R. Howard ol Scripps- 
Howard Broadcasling. big-name company 
clueflains. such as A.W "l»»m Clausen, 
chief executive ol Bank America anil loi- 
nier president ol die World Bank, anil Ha­
sid Packard, co-lounder ol Hewlett-Pack­
ard and former IS. depuis secret ary ol 
defense, and esen media stars lurned en- 
I repreneurs. such as Mers (irillin. Ari 
I inkle,1er and Waller Cronkile.

•People »»ii ll-.eir way lo die lop are 
broughi ml«» die Bohemian Club, says a 
second-generalion Bohemian win» is 
prommeiil m Cahlorma civic affairs. 
'■ I liai s boss die presidenls ol certain com­
panies alwass seem lo lurn up as meinbeis 
I Is a way of saying. 'Here’s an up and 
coming man. someone y«»u shoulil gel ,«»

( i I os e is a gal hel I ng ol Ilk’ll » ‘III Io hav e an

In lacl. using llie eiicainpnieiil lol busi 
ness Ol political purposes is loibidden by 
llie Bohemian Club's moll.. “Weaving 
spulci s come noi lien" On ilk’ »»I hel 
hand. ii is dillidill lobuv llie pioposilion 
dial Ilk- likes ol Hems Isissiui’d. Hems 
I »»id .’»I. (ieoige Bush. Nelson. I alliance 
ami David Rockelellei umlcveiy Republi 
can l*i esilici,I since Calvin ( »»« ‘hdge base 
come lo llns on, »»I-,lie way piaci- purely 
lo escape llie ssorkailay world. en|«»y ama 
lem lliea,mais ami commune with die 
led wot »»Is.

A good iimiibiM ol die ?.'< X-.) meinbeis

Il's Ilk- kind ol access dial men are will 
mg lo pas a slill puce lol Membership u, 
die Bohemian C lub costs up I»» SS.5IX) in 
uulialion lees ami dues ol Slid a inonlli 
I here is a I 3-year wailing lis, lor Calilor- 
maiis and up I»» IS years for outsiders. An 
e'.ceplion is made for die professionals 
who aie die leading pariicipanls in die 
(irose’s llieairical ami musical perlor 
mances 11,esc men. w ho include members
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is squarely behind George Bush, a long­
time member ami (¡rove regular.

The (»rove's increased inlluence during 
the Reagan era has attracted growing at­
tention from outside. Demonstrators rep 
resenting antinuclear. envirnnmenlal.

miliar sight at the entrance, forcing mem­
bers and guests to run a gantlet ol picket 
signs. The genera, reaction inside the 
(»rove is to make jokes about the protest­
ers. enhancing the "us versus them" atmo­
sphere. "I talked to them," a veteran Bo­
hemian says of the pickets, "ami I told 
them they were going about it the wrong 
way. What they should do is demonstrate 
at night and catch the members who are 
sneaking out to visit the hookers across the 
liver."

(iiven the (»rove s undertones of liiei ai 
chy am, power, the contradictions become 
thematic. Here is a group of men out to 
have lun, be gregarious, make new triemls 
But all are mirror images of one auolhei 
while, educated, usually allhieiit men who 
are defined by what they do. whose |«»bs m 
professions arc usually part ol anv mtio 
ducliou. I he (»love's usefulness as a place 
where men o, influence can meet on c« rjjii p 
moil ground is always present, ami cvcnlu- 
ally the encampment begins to seem an 
idea fundamentally in conflict with itself 
"1,'s not in Use,I a conliiil mechanism." 
says one veteran Bohemian. "but men aie 
introduced around with the thought that 
contacts might be useful Significant con 
versalions do lake place."

One longtime member recalls that yeais 
ago at the (»rove, when he was "veiy 
young and idealistic." he was shocked to 
hear the head of a large corporation call 
the U.S. Secretary of the lieasuiy "a son 
of a bitch" and bawl him out foi not fol­
lowing instructions.

Where the conflict of values runs deep 
est is in the (»rove's attitude lowaid worn 
en. More than anything else, the emamp 
men, represents an escape from the vvoild 
of women, with Us obligations am, le 
slramts Nevertheless, women aie always

about then wives and mistiesses, in the 
jokes and stories, in the skits, songs ami 
drag roles. and in the availability ol piosti 
tules in motels ami hotels acioss the nvei

change Most «if the plolesteis at the 
(»rove's eutiance aie women Ami in a <ii 
red challenge, in ,’>K I the Bohemian < lub 
was taken Io court for lefusing Io employ 
women. After an investigation by the ( all 
forma lair limployiueul ami Housing 
Practices (ommissiou. the club was found 
guilty o, discrimination in lining II fought 
the decision all the way to the US Su 
preme Court and l«»st las, Septembei By 
November, the dining room «», the’San

I lanose«* club was hiring waitresses, ami 
female employees aie selle»,tiled to appear 
at ihe Grove this summer for the liist

Also last November S.m I lanose* en 
acted an ordinance pi ohibitiug pi ivate 
c lubs liom discrimiiialing on grounds of 
race or sex in choosing meinbers. I lie lace 
issue presents no real problem for the’ Bo­
hemian ( ìub. since it has a tiny number of 
blac k am, Asian members

I here also aie various steps the c lub can 
take Io keep the encampment an all-male 
pieserve. such as mcorpoialtiig the < »rove 
sepaiatelv bom the c lub m San I lanose«* 
But the1 women's issue wiH Tinc,«»ulMc'cllv 
continue to be- a problem At Stanford, lot 
example, a group of female fac ility mem 
bets has piotestcd flic use ol university 
funds I«» help pay the Boheimaii ( Ini' 
membership fees of male faculty inembeis 
ami adimnistratots

I
t's Satlildav. the last «lav yt the Bo 
In-fin ( »love. ami the adlenahue 
level is using < hi lap is the climax 
of the cm a111piiici11 the one tun«'

I'lav AI ..dm ne i. eul il e c amps ai i iv e 
iii gioupx I Srt labi«- to table, the ttadi 
lional Ivnc. "Bohemia. Bohemia, thv 
home is heir." i oils among the «lineis

lutei. at the (»love ih«.ilei, inembeis 
.uni guests sit «ni log benches facing, an 
open stag«1 that is b.u ke«f by a wooded lull 
side stietc lung up into a hoii/on of night 
skv and redwood blanches Ihe night’s 
per,oimance niv«»lves a cast ol moie- than 
l(Kl including a young lawyer who 
plaved hails at the 'laic
ami a duet executive who Discrimination charges AGAINST THE BOHEMIAN CLUB HAVE ESCALATED.IT IS NOW BEING FORCED TO HIRE WOMEN.
willi a speai in one fiumi and a i up ol eoi 
tee in thè olliei

, he plaveis inoiiks. kmghts. Imlians. 
veomen. snidici s. wootllaml spilles ap 
peai bv spotllgllt at dilleieiit heighls alni 
deptlis above thè stage, m.iiclung up and 
down thè wiinhng palli in ali illusion ol 
emflessness Ih«- audience i«sp«*m,s lo 
Iheni iike a high si liool « heei.mg seclion 
, ntiauces. music. hglits. piops aie all ap-

plaudeil. I here is no flippancy here When 
the piesident ol" a bank, plavmg a lice 
sprite, letecls an oiler o, gold fiom Main

"( ome on. 1 led. we know vou nevei 
passed up a dollai in youi life'

e know in advanc e that the heio ol 
the epic will be a nobleman, king oi coin 
uiandei worshiped by Ins men. and that lie 
will See Ills Duly and Do It By the final

many armies t hat It could be a Balkan 
province

We are now at the headijiiai lets ol 
(liailes Stuart, pi nice ol Scotland, who 
has gist been defeated and killed bx the 
I ughsli in a skirmish that enveloped the 
entire hillside in gunfire St.Hiding ox el 
(liailes. an l.ugllsh ollicer piocl.illlls his 
death an accident anil announces an am 
nesty I- m ■ speaks. bagpipe

skllllllg down- the hillside. • pieces 
slioug. keening ami flout ishllig I lie pip 
els diaw ciowds ol | ugllsh and Scottish 
sold ii a s a 11 . ic I oss t lie lull, bunging most ot 
thr men in the audience Io thill leel 
"A.iv to go. b.ilw'" I he c loud ot playels 
vv unis at last onto the stage

I oiii Scottish c lueltains covei the 
pi lllce’s bo,fv As the 
(hex hit the bodv to 
be.ii It lip the hillside.
els ami soldiels \\............... j..........
wends its way. an oigau and all St,-piece 
oic liestia |oui in to swell the sound I in.il 
Iv. a lone pipei standing in a spotlight high 
on the lull cuds the performance with a 
rendition ol " Ainu/mg ( »race "

Squinting and stietc lung. inembeis ami 
guests move- up the aisles and cltislei hi

pip, IS bcL'lll a d 
then slioiildeis

gloiips Some ol thè inosl m.ic c'essible ilieu 
in Anici ica aie snilhng and nodding. talk 
mg about thè plav and thè music lo meli 
vv ho weie stiaugels minules beloie \\ uh a 
sei ICS ol pops. a bollini' ioais lo lite' al the 
( amplile ( ite le I he ciowd gatheis 
aiouml. dille liing. diinks. st.niiig mio tln 
llames meli inaile luiy by liuge liiehghl 
shadows. ag.ing bodies feeling yoiing and 
loose on Scotch whisky and music
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