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The daughter of Pakistan’s first 
elected leader, Benazir Bhutto was 
educated at Harvard’s Radcliffe 
College and Oxford University. 
Completing her education, Ms. 
Bhutto returned to Pakistan to play 
a leading role in its history. As 
leader of the Pakistan People’s 
Party from 1977 to 1988, Ms. 
Bhutto waged a struggle for democ­
racy and human rights in Pakistan. 
During that time, she was impris­
oned and exiled. From exile, she 
guided the resistance to the military 
regime in Pakistan. Returning from 
exile in 1988, she was elected prime 
minister at age 35, becoming the 

youngest chief executive in the world and the first woman prime minister 
in the Muslim world. Declaring that “democracy was the best revenge,” she 
guided her nation to a democratic system, restoring constitutional freedoms, 
guaranteeing freedom to the press and reallocating resources to the country’s 
social sector. After 20 months in office, her government was unconstitu­
tionally dismissed. She led the opposition in the National Assembly for 
three years, until she was re-elected in 1993. During the three years of her 
second term as prime minister, her government built over 24,000 schools, 
electrified most villages in the country and embarked on an unprecedented 
initiative in power generation and power distribution. She also privatized 
and deregulated most of the major industries in the country and institution­
alized macroeconomic reform. Ms. Bhutto’s government was dismissed one 
year ago, two years before the constitutional end of her term. She again 
serves as the leader of the Pakistan People’s Party in opposition in the Na­
tional Assembly. Ms. Bhutto and her husband have one son and two daugh­
ters. She has authored two books, Foreign Policy in Perspective and Daugh­
ter of Destiny: An Autobiography.
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