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Maps of the Gulf of Mexico 
and Tenochtitlan (Mexico
City), which were printed on a 
single sheet and published in
1524 with the second letter of 
Hernán Cortés to Charles V, 
the emperor and king of Spain. 
There is much in both maps to 
suggest that the drawings 
supplied to the engraver were
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based on Aztec originals.
Cortés, anxious to inform and 
impress Charles V, had sent 
his lieutenant Juan de Ribera in
1522 to deliver samples of
Aztec objets d’art and treasure 
to the royal court in advance of 
a fully laden treasure ship.
Ribera also carried “numerous
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maps” of Aztec origin which 
were examined by Peter
Martyr. Martyr described one
Aztec map that was “thirty feet 
long and not quite so wide” 
painted on white cotton cloth, 
and a smaller “native painting 
representing the town of
Temistitan [Tenochtitlan], with
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its temples, bridges, and 
lakes.” There is reason to 
believe that they were the 
original maps from which 
these were derived. 6
Rare Book and Special
Collections Division Sunday
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