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Mr. Stuart Gentling
4801 Harley Street
Fort Worth, Texas 76107

Dear Stuart:

I would have very much liked to have had you represented in our publication

on the Middle American Indian collection. As Carol undoubtedly told you

your article was too long for our purposes and we would have had to do some
editing. The article was delivered to us with the comment that you stated

that we were not to "touch a word." (The marks on your enclosed essay are
not ours. We are returning it as we received it). Frankly, | can understand
your feelings about your wanting the context of the article to remain exactly

as you intended it; however | have never seen a writer yet who did not have
editorial revisions made on a copy for publication. In the articles that | have
been fortunate enough to publish, editors have torn them to pieces, it has hurt
at times but to get published | have had to live with the editors comments.
Also, | have finally realized that editors are the needed outside party who sees
the "boo-boos" that | made because | am so close to the feelings and thoughts
of the copy. | might add, we have as you may know, one of the best editors
available who is a national editor for the college board examinations and who
has published rather extensively with her husband who holds the chair in
English at the University of Texas in Arlington. All of the other articles in
the publication were edited, not severly, but brought up to a certain uniformity
that | felt was paramount for this publication. When you see a copy ! hope you
see what | mean.

| sincerely hope that this does not offend you as | appreciate the tremendous
amount of time that you spent on your essay. Those individuals who do not
write are unaware of how much blood, sweat, tears and old fashioned hard work
goes into writing. So again your effort is much appreciated. | like your ideas
and possibly you will do something else for us in the future.

ihcerely yours,

=iel

Helmuth J. Naumer
Executive Director
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Stuart Gentling

4801 Harley Street
Fort Worth, Texas 76107
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