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Dear Scott,

I'm afraid that you will lapoe 4into a blue funk when T tell
ypu this horiible news, but J'd better break it now rather than let you
down when you get here., Scott, Di. lleyer, my Shakeopeare teacher dropped
a bombohell on me today. Ue are having our big test ( the only one that
we have had s0 far ) on the Wednesday lefore Thankegiving! Originally it
was set for this Frdday, but because of the L.S.U. weekend he decided to
put it off until the day lefore Thanksgiving. UYgu know what that means,
4t means that the tripyis literally off, and if J were you J would get
plane tickets for ¥T. Worth. Scott, there io nolbody that feels worse
about this than me. J have talked with Dr. lleyer and there is no way
that J can get out of this. J just can't skip the only test that we have
had all year! TJ'LL tell you this, that if you ostill want o come, you
can o4l s2e a Lot of houses. You would be anazed how close most of these
places are to llew Orleans. The only thing that would lbe out would le Natchez.
J will have no classes on Tuesday ( the day after you arrive ) and we
could dleave very early in the moriing ( about six o'clock ) and go up river
rnoad to see Oamond, blestrehand, Trudeau House. Houmas House,; Aohland, Bocage,
the Heamitage and Uodison and several others. They are 4in easy proximity to
New OUnleans and we could make the trip all the way to St. Francisville
easily dén one day, you could sketch ( but J don't think, paint ) and we
could make it bLack o llew Onleans by that evening. J would take the test
on the next day and we would leave llew Orleans at eleven o'clock and go home
via Opelouses where you might, if we have enough time, get to see Cretian
Point Plantation which is something ithat gou simpley have to see, Scoit,
J'm not 90 depressed now as J was when J firet started writing this lettexr.
There 4s s0 much that you will be able to see. You will be in that hilly,
beautiful Felicianna coumtry. You will get to see moost of the important
houses that gre in ghat book, " Ghoostos Along The M~ ssiseippi. " That includes

the trudeau House which you just must -see. Jf you get home at a descent

hour on flonday, J widl drive you down to Braithwaite La. to see The Orange
grove plantation which J saw jfust this weekend. Scott, J can'it tell you
how beautiful the evening Light looke on that house, ostanding vacant andz
empty except for a wing. Jf you tay you can remendier the picture of the

house, Jts the one that looks s0 Gatkimg Gothic ( see back of thispage ).







Uery few pedple see the house lbecawse it is 40 hidden. UYou will be

flablbergasted and J know you will want to paint it. Jn one wing of the

howse lives a French family. T took abeautiful photo ( J hppe ) of

the old woman with a bay| leutria that wag osdick in her lap. We widl try %o
make it there on illonday if at all possilde.

Scott, J would Like you 2o come. J still think the trip would prove
beneficial to you, 4inopite of the ohitty blow that fate in the form of
William Shakespeare has dealt ws. J can't tell you how shitty J feel albout

the whole thing, though 7 think a Lot stidl can be done. The Feliciana
country acught to be in its full glory, the glory that J tried so0 dneptly

to describe 4in Hannah Rowe. Jio adl there and its all waiting for you.

Will, be looking {for you,

P. S. T did put that onehundied and Lifty dollars down as a deposite for
the gun, and true to my promise J widl put at least a hundred down when
J sedd my rifle over the Thankegiving Holidays. J want to help you with

this, but we muoi remain clandestine about it.

P.S. J am enclosing a couple of letters by BilLL Gordon. They are a couple

of weeks odd but they will be entertaining J assure you.
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