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When you spoke of emitional aberration, my first reaction was
that as a llttle callcus. I hope I never regard my feelings
about Sglly as aberrant. But on further, and more generous, reflection
I can imagine considering any sentiments that maks mask from oneself
that which is most important -- the children =-- as out of character
and out of tune,

I cannot say with absolute certainty that Jane &
perfectly in accord yet, or that we ever will be. Ag I
is unchanged and the same roots of dlssatisfaction are
Yerhaps when we are both older, and the children a re
will be separated. I just don't know,.

it's curious, though, how difficult 1t is to realize of what
small and ssemingly frivolous elements contentment is composed. We
have a fireplace in our new houss and we had none in Jefferson City.
Last night, sitting in front of the fire, resding the Times, with
the kids wrestling on the rug, I discovered I was feeling more
serene and satisfled with life than I have in 36 months. I tried
to locate the difference and the only factor I could identify was
the fire. It came to me, in one of those insights one has as one
grows older, that the hearth is not perhaps the stilted literary
image I always thought it was, that perhaps it's neither an image
nor a symbol, but a concept of value per se,

loned 1t to Jane and we agreed that we should never again
live in a house without a fireplace. If we find ourselves forced
to buy such a house, we must remember to require ourselves to have
one bullt, q uidtelirrespective of the cost, before moving in. It
is more important than indoor plumbing, or a rainproof roof.

Vo, I have no regrets either, The experience of the last three
years could have provided no other way. I don't belleve in fate,
or historial inevitability, but I think, all the anguish notwithstand-imgx
ing, that it was a necwssary episode. For me, 1f not for 3ally, or
Jane, It probably sounds incurably optimistic, but it seems we gain
wisdom and insight when we need it, no sooner, no later, I don ¥
believe that the owl of Athens flles only at dusk, when the day-is
done, and nothing can be done, though it sometimes seems that way
when we think we've made a discovery too late in our lives.

xHRERxIxwasxysungEr 1f I were younger, I'd be sundered by remorse,
not only for the pain and insult visited upon Jane, but for consuming
three years of Sally's 1life which could have préfitably employed look-
ing for a real live husband. At the risk of sounding unfeeling,
I think it 1s fair to assert that both J, and S. did what they dld,
(or did not do what they did not do) for their own reasons which were
no less self interested than mine. Both mxmxmxxmixx have seen as
many years go by; both have as great a freedom of choice and as
free a will as I, They did, or did not do what they wanted, or
didn not want, to do,

To assume responsbility for the happiness of other adult
seems almost a renunciation of responsbility for one's own. Which
is in turn an abrogation of one's responspility for others, Sally
taught me that, I wouldn't repudiate a second of 1t,:

your devoted and admiring

Thanks for writing, Pa.
son
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