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My first thoughts about China as a possible subject for publication 
Uif

were muon-more» ambitious than were ultimately reduced^;® by the restraint:

of historic events /to realizable ob jective^V~~~Tndiscussion with my son.

Jonathan, a scholar of Chinese and Oriental history, I suggested that 
historical

the most apposite/approach to China -^h-ould be kyxthBXXKHHtE to follow in

the footsteps of Marco Polo. The route would begin in Turkey, cros 
-1—vk . _ CCA'A. -Ca o O' "tTTV

-Tersia-into Afghanis tan^from which it would-enter China through the Afgan 

corridor north of Pakistan. It was a romanticAadventurous proposal* 

fraught with difficulties  ̂but not particularly original', tka-b had been 

attempted by a party that^with persistant effort^managed to reach the 

Chinese border by this route but was not admitted to Ching^J^This approach 

to China, ¿howevegj became impractical witfr*'the overthrow of the Shah of
Xran u

Persia-»and the invasion of Afghanistan by Russia.
\Ve.

channels
CV-pujfê. ---x/ve.

A more direct .way to ge to Chinajwas neff^^triedAthrough diplomatic

ronathan applied^or permission to visit Chinalo the Chinese)
uiaS cfb

hnjjassy in Canada.1 China was then under the rule of Mao Tse Tung with befoxe 
y«A- _ 1 gBeagni^iion by------ 1
(cco<ÿ"' sehsaxthe United states. No reply was received, but after Mao’s death

and-the establishment of diplomatic relations vA 
Jonathan applied againAand following a tbindid applicatiorj^in which he 

40scribed hix the purpose of the vigj t.jtfas to photograph the Shinese
rXh April p-197?1> f ti ts.

landscape# a rd historic monuments, heReceived a reply/from the sshif$$a

news agency in Peking (that his group would be welcomed in China for seven 
sfe©^tne&s—v©-£r-the—time becaupo of

and/nrevi mi 3 fern,weeks ¿m in June. ¡¿Exathan Because of and/prevlou

academic obligations at the University of New Mexico^where Jonathan wa

-Po orgcxMlZe-

of our visit te 1980 which wa:

a professor Bfxhxxifixy in the history department^he requested postponment 

granted.

The agreement with the .siinwa /ew-2>/gency wap fer -guides, transportati

and accommodations for which we would pay the costs. There were four of usfH 
i»c±ud±ng x
fctetfcxk&Stittà&Si Jonathan and his wife^Zoe, my youngest soi/patrick^and myself.

We flew to Peking by way of Tokyo on Japaneoe .Airlines and were met at 

the airport ty two representatives of ±Ae ¿¿a^u^who^drove us to the
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Peking Hotel ^ifter clearing our Jjaggage through customs). The next

during
Plan

morning

,_our/Xtay in, Ch4n^ a representative of Xinhua came to our hotel to dixxiaxx 

our itinerary XBxXkaX^which was very complicated because XJusx»x»»xe of the 

X» many pices mb Jonathan wanted to see XhaX/'Scattered all over China.

ß

tour was finallyworked out to include most of the important historic
Xinhua

and cultural centers in central China. And we were introduced to Dang /a. 

who was to be our guide during our stay, in China ,/an~ educated~young~man3sXXHg

fluent in English.

My first experience with the Chinese occulted on a street near the 
amused

hotel when I photographed two/nurse maids with their charges and baby 

carrages. My activities immediately attracted a croucUand since I was 

using the new Polaroid instant camera as well as a KikonAe"veryone wanted
soon as ty

his picture taken and wood-grab the picture as/it was ejected Xx»» the

camera.before I could see itAP policeman soon appeared^who said, "Enough 
c.

of this", and dispersed the aloud^------

Be stayed several days in Peking^visiting the Forbidden City (Imperial 

Palace), The Twmple of Heaven, Mao’s tomb in the great Equare^and the 

Summer Paleee. We went out early in the morning to see the bicycle trafic 

that filled the streets with people going to work and to watch the older

I—V

menj^gingly and in group^^erformin^^lh slow rhythm^^oist?/exercises7)>And

we visited the old section~of Peking in which the way of life wax had been 
'jyXKWay c>u(5.'ie “tKt,

less effected by modern influences. ? Our'’first" outingiwas to the Great Wall 
north of Peking^------------ -ZJL/ ' '

/ aina j ur^-L tracti on fe±^tourist^?axdxxxHMdadxKiXiixxxghXxEEXEXx To escape

the crouds of sightseersAwe walked along the wall for more than a mile and

marvelled at its monumental construction.and Scinunue-—course -ever- the ttistant- 
;6l

hxiix treei«&e-dTil±S_^55'6Sk«SxXj4 sqrubby-vege lati-en-.

fxHnxaxdksciaHKKx that==i&ok5ii^ljke~-grgefr~vElvet~-w±Len seen" from—
The wall could be seen stretching far away curving around and over the 

(n.cA*. •
distant hxii treeless hill^covered with a low vegetation like green velvet.



3

Our next -vbj be Live was Taishanmthe sacred mountain in Shandong 
at Qufu

provincep4and Confuciu^temple, tomb and cemetery/where more than seventy 
. . ->5 <X- J

generations of Conficius descendents, the Kong Family, are buried. In a 

wooded area surrounded by a moat 200,000 members of the family
£

gl

Xa.1axi.3cx are buried

iy ^Tone_fh^«r*e«-^rf*--a7mna±g~àn  ̂

ìSid©--^he-^ravee---©f1--the~TnOrè^no-bahle-^fiiéinBerg~~oi^thè

ome of the graves are marked by tombs tones ^.and

carved^stone animals and statues-of gardians mark the graves of the more

notable members of the family. On the summit of Taishan a Buddhist temple

complex is the goal of pilgrims^who climb the fivethousand stone steps

to give■abasement and watch the sun rise over the Yellow Sea. We made the 
Ctvci.

ascent j_were given rooms and a ximpia meal in the primative hostelh^ a-nd 
. , V/S- were awakened, provided with quilted

awakened, at four inX the morning iaxKaiEhxihExxiuaxxxaExiiiKXdayxkagix coats
-4 c XpSwiXAtgtxS *TO«n
against the chill/ morning air^and^conducted to an overlook from which we 

witnessed the break of day.

Our project was to photograph the landscape and historic monuments

of Chinarhut we discovered that many of the temples and shrines had been

vandalized or destroyed by the Red Guards during the Cultural Revolution, 
activities

However, we found that the daxkgxixxjsx of the people in their every-day
, . . e Cu-tAuA ftk <3 jckye v eiY-eSS

pursuits were as interesting and captivating as their ma4-er--eredee-t'ions.

The rccrnlt wad—that we spent more time than we had originally planned 

walking about in the cities we visited photographing street scenes, shops, 

markets and people at work. \c\ Xian, Xhgxx^xaX m the Wei River vallej^ 
XhaxfxxaX^of central China)/the first major city we had visited since

leaving Peking Ave spent ^several days“this way^ The loess highlands inithe 
, -------- —------------------------------ arc-ctfinulation

vicinity are the product of thousands of years/of wind-deposited soil 
dens e thick

■cave iiousesbi Desert- The deposits are so oompaeied and deep- that
daecikKg&xhaxKxfcEECK ngH anhave been

carved into them, some.even provided with doors and windows srrd facaded?
entrances, and „■> , .7 electric power.
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by~a7~Tô^al~r^epr«aan<&arTrv8 and—au^eammedat ionsr* for the four of u

From Xian we continued on west to Lanzhou...0Dl.the Yellow River and 
-to a s ta ti o AwagepPjJ.ko----

into the Gansu corridor. Our transportation“#^ a xtatismxiiM# van

with a lagge taggage compartment in the rear, Wj^th--thg~four~h3f us was
. . 'I £__jjoi+ie/d

,-■> Dang
Xinhua,^our drivei^ and ^frequentfy^ixixa.i district representatives^]™ 

served as local guides. The Gansu Corridor was the trade route west to 

Turkistan and Persia. It was protected by ikBX&rBakxWaiixkHxiiusxKRxXii

ax&xthe Qilian Mountains to the south and the Great Wall on the norths

which terminated in substantial fortifications at Jiayuguan . From

Jiayuguan the trade route followed a line of signal towers to Dunhuang^.

an oasis and rest stop and the site of the Mogao Grottoes.that had been

sealed by Buddhist monks during a past period of invasions and only recently 
could be

rediscovered. Warnings of invasion from the west ksxs sent by smoke signals 
from the signal towers -V©
^n~a few~hour^-te-Jiayuguan and the ruling dynas^K Dunhuang had not escape-

the ra v^ges of the Red Guards>jWho had destroyed a Buddhist temple rxlxsxxr 
S "h,’iakfix axkaaakifaixaKtkxjig. on a lake in a hidden alcove with sand dunes

rising around it. We asked -far" permission to photograph the figures of

/Buddha, in the Mogao Grottoes^excavated in sandstone cliffs bordering a 
/who saidj^riash light would damage the paintings; ¡although we used only natura 

small ^trearo^wwtwere refused by the bureaucratic administratorjkto protect 
light’w££&-nis true-"reason for refusal was^_—____________________ ?
prior publication by the Chinese. After intervention by our guide^we were 

allowed to photograph in two of the grottoes. It was very frustrating

because of the great wealth and beauty of the displays.
r

ilu
Dunhuang wasas far west as we got on this trip. Our next destination

?\<A iftjandfor Dufiang Dam-jua th-owas ^anxiar/ famous for Dufiang Dam^a thdusand«year  ̂irrigation syste
the Semple of the Two Kings, a place with a strong a±±XKhBiHM^attraction

(historically and competitively for the Chinese themselves! While we were 
no Europeans or Americans '

there we saw/only Chinese tourists . From Wanxian we went to Chengdu^

in cdntral Liahuan, a city commonly on the itinerary of western tours 
known for tire spiciy bichuan cusine i——j , - r

probarhly-—be<3SrHS-e~'&f-Lthe--faffle_afljtha-4rf?chnai{/bU5ihie . ^«■‘T (-oe ®l I ft, £4



Chongqing en-the-yangbze liver was headquarters for the communists
under Maalx the leadership of Mao and Zhou Enlaiy before the long march.
Because of its location on the Yangtze RiveiuChongqing is the shipping, distribution
supply and JEBBuaiuixEXJbXB» center for central China—and we went there for
tke-'S.t&rt—dX a boat trip down-river through the Yangtze Gorges. We had
three days in before the steamship was scheduled to departxwhich we inner and photographing on
profitably spent exploring the/city. xxxl/the water-front ^yrhere boats of
all types - ferries large and small, sampans and cargo vessels-were
constantly docking and departing. A recently constructed bridge that
spanned the Yangtze wa&xa attracted large numbers of Chinese spectators 

eCC ccj,as i-t also $ttract°d us. I was photographing thaxjaBi&piE boys and girls
leaning on the railing when it occured to me to use the Polaroid camera
and give the picture to one of my subjects. 'This was a mistake. A croud
quickly gathered^and I was importuned for pictures from all sides, but 
especially aggressively
X»xpaxXixMax by two aggXEXKix» girls^who almost threateningly demanded
to be photographed. (/l~tried \in vain}to put them of^-fe^”finally I took

one picture of them together and immediately pushed my way out of the 
giving

croud. My revenge was JtsxjLg&j^gxthe two girls XX-th one picture to share 
between them. prolonged

The steamer made/calls at several small towns along the river »Mexe
kexkbxr so that we were able to disembark ■etiieLobserve and photograph the

at Wuhan on the river
activities of the inhabitants. We left the ship/after three days aXxWHha»
and drove to Huangshan, mEdaimmxxKga (Yellow Mountain) a complex-.

\a mecca 2gxgW6KXBaxsn for landscape
mountainous''_region .axd^-^K&^fexfixlx/ painters and for Chinese

in search of the untrammeled,b. | pilgrim/ toixthaixoariaxoad- scendjJylWe hi/ked for three days on the mountain 
with groups of young students who practiced their English and French on
us. I photographed anVttriabas he d pretty) girl .who 

. /i, .......... -------- ■*—and on a rock nd^47as a^ manifestation of Chinese re-verence for age, \ 

tripod^two girls reached down from a ledge above

willingly posed for me-

^'<v\3urdened with camera 

and lifted me up.
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Before starting the climb ^1 asked Dang if he could hire someone to 
wuiWC*carry myxcsnnera and tripod so that I would be fxKSKxta less encumbered •fehe- us«3e^-»^7

for jasniog small camera. When I was introduced to my porter in the
morning as we were starting off, I was taken aback because my helper 

SsvAetU undetermined age
aas a li-ttl-e Bid woman KhBxàBBkHdxEïdEXxkiiaHxxhBxprBkaiiiyxKaB^nd I wondered 
whether she would be able to carry all my equipment^fatre—was ^Accompanied 
by a very young daughter, (l^ieednot~ have been concerne^ /he skipped up 

the mountain ahead of me like a mountain goat^and I had to slow her down 
so that I could use the larger camera.

One night in Shanghai was followed by two days in bushouj-fthe Venice
of ChinajHbuilt on a network of canals.without the equivalent of qondolas.z vehicular
The waterways,kbxb supplemented by streets for KBBhxEixikB ^traffic and ' /inpetestrians, served for the transportation^^ sampans^both motorized ancT^ 

(manually propelled/of household supplies and merchandize. -r
We flew from hushou to Guilin in a cargo plans , a makeshift arrange­

ment with seats attached to the sides of the fusalageAso that the passengers 
heaped up

faced oneanother across the central space in which our baggage was »xixk.
Quilin,»xik known for its spectacular landscape of isolated mountain peaks
standing on the plain as if by accidentAwithout logical explanation, has
long been a popular place for Chinese artists painters^whose works 

7 extreme
led western collectors of Chinese art to believe that the/geological
phenomena illustrated in their paintings were typically Chinese or that
the artists had indulged in aesthetic. exaJeration. Neither is the case. 

adescribed in geological terms( Karsh)formation a
The limestone peaks/were produced by erosion during a past pluvial period 

kstx ssithxx
and are today, in the semi-tropical climate of Quilin,rxBrxgxBscrxtBxtkB 
»iXhxBXXlB3ak»isBXxrBgrX2Utir)»x blanketed with vegetation. We were flown 
from Guilin to Canton and there visited the old deserted British section 
from which (in^ colonial time^Chinese were exclMdedj- \J3y boat down the Pearl 
River to Hom Kong/ye left China on July 27^T5"aiid returned-home after a 

week in Macau,a Portuguese colony on the mainland of China.
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Cur second trip to China took place in Lpptember and bctober.1981 frontier 7'
and included the dxxtxxxtx district&<jvith the exception of
Manchuria jifcat we had not visited the year befoffe). Again^travel arrangement

were made through the Xinhua hew*,Agency and our guide this time was Liu ____
a

an older.more cultured man-who had been the Xinhua representative in 6 v
¡scandanavia and had visited Iceland and Greenland. We wanted to see some
part of the Chinese coast.which was most easily accessible on the Shandong 

> side
peninsular where we fist visited Qingdao on the south XBxsX^followed by
Yantai, a shipping port, and Penglai lighthouse and pavilion on the north 

« private lives
side. —tod when we inquired about the x&yxxXxixf® of Chinese workersfc-iwhat
their homes were like^-|we were taken to the house of a Chinese family,
no doubt especially selected for its cultivated atmosphere, and/i were

shown into all the rooms to see haxxihEyxXxxE&xaad their cherished
possessions.and how they lived. We were taken to a nursury school in which 

loving care
I was first e rchanted by Chinese children and sensed the KKStsKxXxxdxiagxx 
kXHdixHgss and gentle discipline xxihxKhxEhxthsyxaxs that governd childhood 
education.

The next frontier was the plains of Inner Mongolia and the

grasslands of the Yellow River basin . North of the Great Wall the houses
of the farmers and herdsmen are built on the soutlu^facing slopes of the
low hillsA.±ExtakExadxaHta.xaxEfxthBxxHH±hKKXXxxx with/ithe windows and doors

all on the south sides to take advantage of the southern sur^-ja primative
solar heating arrangement. Beyond the hill and the Buddhist and kfixiam

-tbtS is
Muslim town of Hohotxfche treeless plains stretch away to the horizon^

Mongol
land of the/herdsman^hose domestic animals are sheep and goats, Bactrian 

ScC'iAtey" Mongols
camels, horses and cattle in muoh fewer numbers. The herdsmen live in mud h 
huts of yurts, a tent-like frame of thin wood strips covered with skins or 
wool cloth. Horses are their principal means of transportai onAwhereas 

camels are the beasts of burden and^they are all skilled horsemen. We 

witnessed a roundup of horses during which they demonstrated the Mongol



mbXKbM way of which \a/Ctv' is accomplishedX.XXhhXqxxxif^ catching a horse,/unlike the hew World lasso,with a
ISKgxpHlBxwxihxa loop of rope or raw hide attached to the end of a long 
pole xhxxh is dropped over the head of the pursued horse at^a full gallop.

Guangjuesi, "Ivionastery of Boundless Teaching" is a Buddhist 
estahlishement consisting nfxaxxaaxipljsx of many whitewashed kxxidxxgx 
dormitories and temples situated in a hilly country near Baotou on the
Yellow River. Here we were permitted to photograph/ complete freedom^

¿Vthe alters -sHft€b\,shrin@s axd.xthaxh.Ead temples, and thsxhKadxiaKiax' v '> of indeterminate agea»xB±dxrauaxxia $n amused, wrinkle^faced^red?robed lama/sutmitted Xafl^BXRgx 
phBtxgxaphEdxExrxrEqxExX affably to our request to photograph hinyjpos'e-^- 

hefore red temple doord.
Xinjiang province, the northwest frontier/ beyond &dJisxxaRdx

&£ -chdr . .Dunhuang in Gansu,was high on the.remote regions of China.we hoped to visit.
ie went there by train through the Gansu corridor by the same roulg we had iak
taken to Dunhuang the year before lince all travel arrangements were

comade by XhKxXinhua .we were always provided with first class acconjodations
and train fares^xand because most Chinese cannot afford first class tickets^
xbxxekb there were usually no other passengers in our car with the 
exeeption of army officers j/hose rank in the absence of insignia on their
uniforms was indicated only by the ball point pens they carried in their 

■^distance
breast pockets. On long dxdiaxhxixaxxxxxdEE and over-night train trips
dining cars were provided for the first class passengers. On one long
train ride we and our guide were the only passengers^and the chef had do 
little to do^he made anapsExai effort to give us especially good meals. 

Z^^TiFe^fast he aakadxxfxwE said,he had a fish he would bake for us. It 

was a river fish of some kind^fctert he out did himself embthe best meal 
we had in China.

We -got' to Urumqi by a combination of train and auto transportation.
UlrVfap o-ty.fi 11/ 0^

The inhabitants of this—xagion—of—China ^considered minorities because
they are ethnically of Turkic descent ef whiehjthe majority áre Kazaks
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and Uygurs jyhofspoke Arabic and the lauguage of Tuifestan and were mostly 9 a rMuslims. But Chinese ¿influenc^Twaa, culturally and economica±±y^was

iffe-rt—tebe-inypurposely introduced by the Chinese government in~-fn &for the toil e ncouragfeng;
aa u-polioy Xs assimilation of minorities and/economic ondependence/and unification within China, by car

On our travels/we frequently stopped in villages &«—uur—way in which
a degree of entrepreneurism was evident in the activities of the villagers.
iie asked to visit agricultural and production communes and factories.xhiEh
an aspect of Chinese life we had not seen on our first trip, a far cry our A“
from Xiut original purpose in visiting ChinaHto photograph the landscape
and historic monuments, Xfcaxa No objections were raised to this request
with the result that we were taken to communes and state farms, textile
mills, sugar refineries, heavy—Industry factoriesjjand steel mills. In one
factory we were shown through the entire organization of the plantwfrom such
raw material to final produc^and/ancillary operations as nursury schools 

and pharmac%tical r
for the children of the workers and the medical/department?SSSSxj^aasaBajgyx 

in one ca blnet_____
In the pharmacy we saw xxExshEiXxBf modern medicines/and (^Aanothe^ a
collection of herbs, &xad dried insects, snakes and toads.A:

. (v-'i? . , A - .we returned to bichuan Jte climb Emei Mountain Xm& to yingyinke,
rest its

the "lure bound Templeton a stonespaved way path/with/pavilions along ±te 
route. brook

,2t?iS?t/^bridged a flowing xXxxxx in a rocky ravine on the 
way to the temple on the mountain top. Except for the construction of the
path and the pavilions.the country was wooded and wild.without evidence 9 v
of human presence. In a similar mountainous area.at the end of a wefel-- 'T
kept pathysjye visited a the Taoist temple .yingchengshani^"'The Fifth Passage 
to Heaven".

The last frontier-was Yunnan ekxXKe.hording Laos and Vietnam 
In r A

on the Mekong Fiver. MExdxaxExfxsia Kunming Athe princi/pal city we visited^ 
a heavy-machinery factory producing machines and steel belts for Yugoslavia, 
aid here%e were taken to the nursyry school fDr the children of the e
workers. And near Kunming we visited waxkErx peasan^'^house of'^’^he-'
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Guangwei agricultural production Brigade. In the hills near Kunming

Buddhist temples that had escaped the depradations of the Red Guards

were an attraction for the khinaxs devout and curious Chinese themselves.
a labgcrjrnth

The ¡stone Fores t/^»»t^»»x§xx)2xigixaixpiiaxx)x£exixflq/of/graXx^k»i^/limes'tone 
pir^.cleSyGtfas a unique geological phenomenon# that drew many Chinese 
visitors. Farthest south on the Chinese mainland^the village of

Jinghong^a few miles from the Mekong River^where one looks across from—ate

¿»tax to Laos the people are more Indo-Chinese than Chinese ingress 
> tf- A

and culture. This is the tropics jyhere the wmmen sit on the ground in the 
market place^wartefcr-their wares of tropical fruit8and vegetables. a.-bout-thorn.-

\ and embarrass eh-
They see few foreigners andxt-4>u-fe turnawav shy^y/at the sight of a t/7- * 7 ’---- to whi ch
camera. >*'At a Hani village nearty?Vij.s o minori typeopire>, /we were ferried t»

across a muddy stream on rickety raft tdbe received by a group of women 
UB -ti>and children gathered to welcome/or.stare eXxmxx. They watched us, suspicious

pEKhpa perhaps, as we wandered about photographing their pigs -e-fte dogs^and 
AvCS'.cii y 7 'r

chickens vmoro they all lived together in harmonious», aoop'ciation-iCur second trip to China was drawing to a close.“the places we hadvisited and peoples we had seen complemented our experiences of the first 
„ .GLs-evk

trip but wore .a-M-togoteher scarcely more thana superficial introductionto China. My impressions, however, were Xkxxg of the almost incomprehensible
. . - . Cnouie Covviv-eAre-nchness of Chinese culture and history iBKtifxEaxhy^Brought -tee-reality by the respect and admiration I felt for the Chinese ,-vxk-Vuxa kvsgA",We flew to (hnton and departed China from there, this time by trainto Hongkong.
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our

On January 1, 1975 Wft/first landfall was the Ildefonso Islands

sixty miles west of Cape Horn. We passed 

+

Horn Island light in the

night -andNentereu the Beagle Channel from the eastward after picking up 

a pilot^proceeded to Ushuaia.the ,6a s^; iW the HeroSon Terra del Fuego.

While the Hero was reprovisioned and refuelled^I explored the Land of Fire^ 

first settled by English missionaries in 1869- Ushuaia is a typical pioneer 

town thatxxiaxnxxiliaxxxxixEiiaiixxHfx^with a population of 35OO/vth&?:-claims 

the distinction of being the southernmost city in the world.

After five daysin Ushuaia wsxijafixtliaxkKagiaxShaxHaixtHxthKXKaatx
we were joined byjuxncu ZX\k)^eve-

^where/five scientists^gHXHadxXHexiiKXH -and Bob Pitman departed the Hero -

headed out through the Beagle Channel/ past New Island and turned southeast 
cn\ erC-

out into the Daake Passage¿’or-the Antarctic Peninsula six hundred miles away.

?
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