Father's mother was always grendmother to us. We never caller her

or refered to her in more erndearing terms, probably because on the
death of her husband she adopted/iomplete mourning habit, dressing
always in éﬁﬁﬁ% black s&%ﬁgﬁ and shirtwaists with—tens—steves buttoned
closely around her neck. A costume of such formality together with

an inherent reserve inhibited demonstrations and expressions of

spontankous affection by her grandchildren. Father, however, always

as affectlonately

refered to hen/and called her/
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Foster, who withxhixxkxmxkex was(g pioneer settle withb? brotﬁis&at

Fort Dearborn on the southern tip of Lake lMichigan. Because of its
stratégic location Fort Uearborn}established originally as a defensive
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grew rapidly following the submission of the Indians to become an
important trading center and farming commfnity aed eventually tﬁ22§£%§a

&£ Bhicago.
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During the Indian wars Foster's brother was killed in a

massacre of settlers attempting to escape to the east armd _____ Foster
they had

became the sole owner of the land/together acquired. With the
building of the railroads , Chicago, from a small farming tewn,
developed into a major transportation and shipping center for the
whole Middle West. Not forseeing the enormous appreciation in value,
following the growth of Chicago, of the land they inherited from

their father Adell and her sister , ptefering more civilized

society , sold their shares to Julia and returned to their ancestral
New England, Adell marrying a Bross and an Adams and settled
on Elm Hill Farm near Peterboro, New Hampshire.

Julia married Morris Porter an Episcopal minister, wkmxkzaxx
AXEEXNZXERAXIDRKANK RARINEX X WIKCENEINX X XTRRXEXNBXX ANEX EDNEX WEXEX XDXX ,
thexridexxkoxxix They went to Europe on their honeymoon before
settling in Racine, Wisconsin where he had a congregation. There

in childhood,
their two sons were born, Mortris the elder,who died XEBXYXY®mWRE and
James Foster my father. The father of the boys died of appendicitis
when my father was five years old, and following this tragic event

grandmother moved back to Chicago,where she had many friends, to

de wte herself to the upbringing of her son and to various charitable

enterprises.

Moved by her religious beliefs to help alleviate the sufferings
of others and to make her own sorraw more &é&%@%%ﬁe she estatlished

with the Aid of her women friends a h ital for the children of the

arrangement )
At first a simple affair in ajhouse where the sick would
was
receive constant care, it soon/expanded with the financial and

7 Anta | AL ¢:
administrative assistance of %QZﬁggiﬁgmembefs—vf the city to a

poor.

professional institution ApdizaiedxkaxxRExxenpryxxeX founded by Julia

Foster Porter and dedicated to the memory of her oldest son as the

Morris Memorial Children! Hospital.




My father grew up in Chicago where with many friends he shared
an interest in the sciences and the revolutionary new theories on
biological succession and evolution. He went to Harvard where his
principal sudies were in Biology ard graduated in 1896. Soon after
graduation he married my mother Ruth Wadsworth Furness also a
Chicagoan who had graduated from Bryn Mawr College in 1895. Mother
was the daughter of William Eliot Furness, for whom I was ramed, and
Lucy Wadsworth. 2hey Motivated perhaps by a spirit of adventure
they settled in Chicago after the Civil War in which my grandfather
had served as a major in a colored regiment that never saw action.
My mother has two older sisters and a younger brother. The oldest
sister Grace died of tuberculosis in California; her brother Jim
enlisted in the Spanish-American War and died of t®phoid in Cuba.
The ohher sister largaret, Aunt Peggy, lived all her life in Chicago,
was devoted to my mother and never married. She became a librarian

Carrere
at the Querrha Library.

Following a wedding trip to Europe father and mother took up
residence in New York while he studied axmik at the Columbia Architectural
School. Architecture was a second major interest of my father!s
after biology which he gave up because he felt his eyesight was too
poor for work with a microscope. To manage his mother's realestate
interests my parents moved back to Chicago after the death of _

father
and/immediate ly began to plan houses for himself and his mother in
Lakeside, a northern suburb of Chicago on Lake Michigan. His house
entrarce
was brick, Greek révival with an Ismisxzsiles portico and facade

> x ol 2edy A de o6l houge- st Coced Sot\
featurlng Ionlc columns and, Doric columned porches -at—botirside?,

an ing 1r ta
Father wau/g/pureﬁf Rld admiration of classical architecture

that the Greek features he incorporated in the house were pure

undi ﬁtorteu, mathematically precise copies of the originals on the




achropolis in Athens. His mother's house was half-timbered British
g;@ézﬁ. The houses were situated about a hundred and fifty feet apart
on a bluff overlooking Lake Michigan. Building was started before
the tmrn of the century and before completion my sister Nancy Foster
was born in Chicago. I was born, however, xhmrxkyxxafxex dn December
1901 shortly after my father and mother and sister moved into the
Lakeside house. 4

Before that eventdﬁo fulfill, I believe, a religious and
humanitarian obligation to society and to conscience grandmother
adopted two little girls, Charlotte and Frarces. They were our
youngest aunts and we ﬁﬁiiéfiﬁzggééégi§7& Frances had an especial talent
that endeared her to MNancy and me and my brother Edward; she could
tell stories which she did when importuned persistantly after Sunday
dinner at Grandmothe's. The stories she told were stories of adventure
from the books she read, from Kipling and the adventure of Sherlock Holms
but those we liked best were the ghost stories she made up.

0b

I grew up in the suburban house nxaxkggkimgxkakxxxixhiganxaxx

at 1085 Sheridan Road overlooking Lake Michigan. Here I lived the

== £
year around before school began(with—the summer

nampsh44%§and after that intermittantly in summer until at the age
Tlosc i o V/«Z'g?[Kﬁuﬂ

of gixteen /e I was the second child in a

growing family. My three brothers were all born at home, Edward

two years younger than I, Fairfield three years after Edward, and
; W o Qufwwhswmw‘acquired in her years at Bryn Mawr
John in 1910. Mother wn&;ﬁgd very literary tastes/was an omniverous

reader and a devoted . ©She read to all her children, tirelessly
over

reading the same stories/to each one. I can remember listening to
her reading to Edward stories she had previuusly read to me. The

RS S pact
first/I 'can remember were the classicgof Beatrice Potter: Peter Rabit




&

and Squirrel Nutkin, my favorite, and the frightening one about the

rats that had captured Tom Kitten and were about to make BAWXAKES
of him
a dumpling/when he was rescued by the Scotch terrior, John the

Joiner. &the also read the King Arthur stories, Stevenson's
and
Rewards and Faries, and Treasure Island/the travels of Mark Twain

and many many others. She also read to father, and later during

our summers in Maine mother would read to the whole family xmxthe
EYBRXXEX gathered axBRREXtRExRXrmxpkaze of an evening in the high

ceilinged Tiving room around the fire place wgre four foot logs burned.
vivid I was five years old;then

One of my first/memories of these early years,was June 10, 1907,

the day Fairfield was born, a snow storm during the night (geen the

covered ezerythlrc-Qﬁgﬁgggﬁgﬁiﬁg{gﬂ)and al
next morning from the nursury window) had/IXXiBEXXNEREEEE s xxxiex/

Aokt Another
a th&c? white blanket. Rkexwither event indelibly impresses on my

memory was Halley's comet.in 1910.
{

In 1911 Father bought an X island \in Penobscot

T
coast of MaineVYas a uumner'xﬂEXk for his famliy/\\Pe~bﬂt%%—a largekt

MMLVJ
ceitage 1ﬁ‘16§§3ms fogﬁksr all of us children and for guests as well.

XRrxx3% 3 i
/ wWe £ () 5o\xﬁéfwrfnwuﬁkeﬂamﬁT“inxxszgh\—xaﬁﬂru—bﬂmmers—%efcre‘ﬁafﬁg,
ifL4wH7sqnnrb7rtﬂ%xm9~in_LakeSiﬂe7«laz@y>11§nﬂmﬁ&4jg§§é§§:ﬁgg§s,

Our symmers in Maine began in 1913 and have continued WIXRXBRI¥XA

/}—
few to the present dmyx time except for s 1l years when we did

go to rwede <tR
not all xoxxexexxx the Island but xnmw%xmmmhmxmmxxmxxm

- AMdvczﬁhw/C;éﬁvza(
rxxixzhxoed west instead or to other parts of the world. My fatbker was
an enthusiastic camper and during his college years had twice kXr been
camping with friends in the Carmdian Rockles. With mother he visited
(U drne 705? f%ﬁj
the Yellowstone National Park in September 190 / and it p}906 with i'ends
they camped in the Grand Canyon in February and in the Canadian Rocklc‘/?ﬁ
in August. His XmxexfRExgRRXRgiral fascination with geological wondeps
: i X
andf drﬁamaticﬂscenery was apparently most satisfied by the Canadian Rock{

here that he returned most often. After a second

HMounteirns for it was




®

trip to the Grand Ca£§gﬁ*£n March 1908, he and mother returned

with—friernds to the Canadian Rockies in the s&ﬁﬁ}} of that year.

Nineteen nine

1989 was a busy year. In Narch father and mother took me to Florida,
in the misery of

visiting
/ first to St. Augustine where in a power boa# cruis e/Xxkud my first and e

attack of
last xxxxxxxxxxxmmﬁhx sea sickness I lay down on. aﬁfreshly painted
by sad—exXperience

green bench, /aQQZEEEEEQXﬁ“fEhfﬁggﬁﬁ:iea{néd/ab6322¥Urtdaﬁesesméﬁ£§%%éf.
Gy # A

and.@rom t to the Keys uhere on Long Key,I learned by

sad experienc#about Portuguese mgn'o war. That summer in June father

took the whole family - Fairfield was the youngest, John had not yet

Mo o :
been born - %o visit grandmother's sisters, our great aunts, in
moustache

While here father shaved off his mxxtamzxk

Peterboro, New Hampshire.
which—he had worn sinece-maturity, and when Edward came into fathert and

mother's room following this transformation, he asked mother anxiously,

"Who is that man"? Then in August father and mother weﬁ?vggain to the
scf“"their friends4wet D

on a month long camping trip!
Gl (hnadlan Rockles/w1th a larve party/father had organlfsg/J\Durlnn the

3 i St ‘Mﬂ”*ﬂ*ﬁ,_W\‘ﬂ,,A,,_‘ h o
ﬁ%ﬁ»“ last summer before we began going eegularly to Maine in 1913, while

ﬂk}{?l( the house on the island was under %X construction, father and mother

took their three pldest, Nancy, Edward andqgf camping in Ypho Valley

in the Canadian Rockies.
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