
Father’s mother was always grandmother to us. We never caller her

or refered to her in more endearing terms, probably because on the 
a

death of her husband she adopted/complete mourning habit, dressing
always in ^eng) black and- shirtwaists with-long slov-es buttoned

closely around her neck. A costume of such formality together with

an inherent reserve inhibited demonstrations and expressions of

spontaneous affection by her grandchildren. Father, however, always 
as affectionately

refered to her/and_called her/jBarmia-,
LTulia~vZith two sis ter Adeld. and pamewere~

/ Grandmother/jMgsxatSc^^xiiciJBJto^oocaosxxiikXSBEseae daughters.-of/~F*
/ / wj^ri! / /" p Lake Micfiiga
I name Foster who with a brpther/iraxxa pipne^i? setpLp^an Fort tiearborr/- 

_ that became/thje'metropolXL___
the trading post predec/^shr of Chica^qXTDuring the^lndian wars

the brother was killed in a massacre of settj^ers attempting to escape

to the east and Mame Fosterbecame tla.e solé owner ojf the land they 
together

hac/acquired. ükxxagv With the building of the Railroads Chicago,

from a small farming twwn, grew/laflidly into a m/jor transportation

yand shipping center for the/whole Middle West./ Not forseeing the 
ip- following tne growth of.Chicago

enormous appreciation^aifxXh« value afxXftsxxxsOixxKxxxxXhgxxaXiaB of the 
herjdister

Land they had inljef'ited from their father /Adell and / NMme , Jxrefering
/more civilized society,sold their shares/to Julia, returned to New

LnglandyXdell marrying a g>Soss and Name~~an Adams and settled on Elm,

Hill Farm near Pe^ar^orOMgh, Naw Hampshire, ____
"------=<Sne^9f three daughter's Adell ar/____

Grandmother's maiden name was Julia Foster/3tWP9&&g&3fc£i' of ____
Foster, xithxfcxxxhKEthax was ¡aTjioneer settlef^with -a brothei^at 

Fort Dearborn on the southern tip of Lake Michigan. Because of its 

strategic location Fort Dearborn^established originally as a defensive 

outpost against Indian attack, xxxinx^xxpxxnKXxXxxxxxix^XixXassxXxXxwdixLg

grew rapidly following the submission of the Indians to become an 

* important trading center and farming community a^d eventually the—ci^y 
^fS. Chicago.



During the Indian wars ______ Foster’s brother was killed in a
massacre of settlers attempting to escape to the east and ____ Foster

they had
became the sole owner of the land/together acquired. With the 
building of the railroads , Chicago, from a small farming town, 
developed into a major transportation and shipping center for the 
whole Middle West. Not forseeœng the enormous appreciation in value, 
following the growth of Chicago, of the land they inherited from
their father Adell and her sister ______ , ptefering more civilized
society , sold their shares to Julia and returned to their ancestral
New England, Adell marrying a Bross and _______ an Adams and settled
on Elm Hill Farm near Peterboro, New Hampshire.

Julia married Morris Porter an Episcopal minister, xtoxxxxix

üœxjaàJderxkinxx'is They went to Europe on their honeymoon before
settling in Racine, Wisconsin where he had a congregation. There 

in childhood,
their two sons were born, Morris the elder,who died xRxyxyaxxtg and 
James Foster my father. The father of the boys died of appendicitis 
when my father was five years old, and following this tragic event 
grandmother moved back to Chicago,where she had many friends, to 
de-vote herself to the upbringing of her son and to various charitable 
enterprises.

Moved by her religious beliefs to help alleviate the sufferings
of others and to make her own sorrow more 4oŸk^t^ie she established

with the hid of ber women friends a hospital for the children of the 
arrangement aJl&Q

poor. At first a simple affair in a^house where the sick would 
was

receive constant care, it soon/expanded with the financial and 
administrative assistance of tS^^t^members-vf the city to a 

professional institution dKdXKaiadxkHxihaxiBBKiBxyxBf founded by Julia 
Foster Porter and dedicated to the memory of her oldest son as thx>

Morris Memorial Children^ Hospital.



My father grew up in Chicago where with many friends he shared
an interest in the sciences and the revolutionary new theories on
biological succession and evolution. He went to Harvard where his
principal sudies were in Biology and graduated in 18$6. Soon after
graduation he married my mother Buth Wadsworth Furness also a
Chicagoan who had graduated from Bryn Mawr College in I895. Mother
was the daughter of William Eliot Furness, for whom I was named, and
Lucy Wadsworth. Xhay Motivated perhaps by a spirit of adventure
they settled in Chicago after the Civil War in which my grandfather
had served as a major in a colored regiment that never saw action.
My mother has two older sisters and a younger brother. The oldest
sister Grace died of tuberculosis in California; her brother Jim
enlisted in the Spanish-American War and died of tjaphoid in Cuba.
The ohher sister Margaret, Aunt Peggy, lived all her life in Chicago,
was devoted to my mother and never married. She became a librarian 

Carrere
at the Querrha Library.

Following a wedding trip to Europe father and mother took up
residence in New York while he studied aimtc at the Columbia Architectural
School. Architecture was a second major interest of my fatherjs
after biology which he gave up because he felt his eyesight was too
poor for work with a microscope. To manage his mother's realestate
interests my parents moved back to Chicago after the death of ________
father

and/immediate ly began to plan houses for himself and his mother in

Lakeside, a northern suburb of Chicago on Lake Michigan. His house 
entra nee

was brick, Greek revival with an XsRixxKBXMKd portico and facade 
featuring Ionic columns and/Doric columned porches -&t--bKrtiT~s-ides>.
Father was/pr/pures^in^id admiration of classical architecture 

that the Greek features he incorporated in the house were pure 
undiverted, mathematically precise copies of the originals on the



W ca-Cyoungest aunts and we Love-

achropolis in Athens. His mother’s house was half-timbered British 
design. The houses were situated about a hundred and fifty feet a}>art 
on a bluff overlooking Lake Michigan. Building was started before 
the turn of the century and before completion my sister Nancy Foster 
was born in Chicago. I was bom, however, xkaKiiyxafiKX in December 

1901 shortly after my father and mother and sister moved into the 
Lakeside house.

Before that event;^to fulfill, I believe, a religious and 
humanitarian obligation to society and to conscience grandmother 
adopted two little girls, Charlotte and Frances. They were our

Frances had an especial talent
that endeared her to Ifency and me and my brother Edward} she could
tell stories which she did when importuned persistantly after Sunday
dinner at Grandmothers. The stories she told were stories of adventure
from the books she read, from Kipling and the adventure of Sherlock Holms
but those we liked best were the ghost stories she made up.

I grew up in the suburban house ®xBJ£i®HXXKgxkakExiflXEkxgaiixaix
at 1085 Sheridan Road overlooking Lake Michigan. Here I lived the
year around before school began^of—oxxe_summer

when--they^-whbTe--fanrily visited- the groat aunts- in PeteTboro-i—New
Hangishii^'and after that intermit tan tly in summer until at the age

of sixteen L-went-away^Pe—eehopi. I was the second child in a
growing family. My three brothers were all born at home, Edward

two years younger than I, Fairfield three years after Edward, and
acquired in her years at Bryn Mawr

John in 1910. Mother w±LO-^ad very literary tastes/was an omniverous

reader and a devoted She read to all her children, tirelessly
over

reading the same stories/to each one« I can remember listening to 
her reading to Edward stories she had previously read to me. The 

first/1 can remember were the classics of Beatrice Potter, Peter Rabit



and Squirrel Nutkin, my favorite, and the frightening one about the

rats that had captured Tom Kitten and were about to make Wiwts 
of him

a dumpling/when he was rescued by the Scotch terrior, John the

Joiner. She also read the King Arthur stories, Stevenson’s 
and

Rewards and Faries, and Treasure Island/the travels of Mark Twain

and many many others. She also read to father, and later during

our summers in Maine mother would read to the whole family ixxthx

KXBKingx gathered axxxxHxtRaxfixExpiaxK of an evening in the high

ceilinged living room around the fire place w^re four foot logs burned.
vivid _ I Was five years old.-tV/us,

One of my firsv memories of these early years,/vas June 10, 1907,

the day Fairfield was born, a snow storm during the night (seen the
covered everything (file green leafed) and all

next morning from the nursury windovj) had/±»xx«dxXiuBX§raS5rVSuglieS^x£dsx/ 
Aojf-r Another

a thick white blanket. xhExxEfctex event indelibly impresses on my (

memory was Halley's comet.in 1910.

In 1911 Father bought an ± island (in Penobscot Ba^ on the
______________hpme-------- --------- TCe

coast of MaineVas" a summer jpaaaee for his family7lie-fetti±t--a largeT'^

cottage wifeh/crooms for all of us children and for guests as well.
±10x194 SI
/ 'rt^®^ega7vztb~^o_jtIieTfe--cwry<-Biimmgr^±3axl^±^7-----9i«4ffXK-T>ttmffleTs-H3efure—Kairre,

span I w.L Kojaae—iiL-Lateesid»»—-,

Our summers in Maine began in 1913 and have continued SiilhxxKiyxa 
lest to the present do^t time except for occasional" years when we did 

not all xoxucexjex»» the Island but a.rjLtxxxixx^xxXxxix xxXxxxyxxftt*irakre 

laxxxxxaacad west instead or to other parts of the world. My father was

an enthusiastic camper and during his college years had twice 11» been

ted £ Was
camping with friends in the Caradian Rockies. With mother he visi 
xl_ „ ,, LA
the Yellowstone National Park in September 19o4y9aHa irfij.906 with

they camped in the Grand Canyon in February and in the Canadian Rockiest 

in August. His iHXKx±HKxgK»±Bg±KaJx fascination with geological^wondexs^ 

and/(i dr/amatic» scenery was apparently most satisfied by the Canadian Rock^f

-Pteuntains for it was here that he returned most often. After a second



trip to the Grand Canyon*in March 1908, he and mother returned

with -ffrionds. to the Canadian Rockies in the summer of that year.
Nineteen nine
l$e9 was a busy year. In March father and mother took me to Florida, 

visiting in the misery of
/ first to St. Augustine where in a power boad cruise/ixhad my first and tbas 

attack of
last «s^aexajexKsexxcajtiixsea sickness I lay down on-a&freshly painted 

where. by ^jiatircxgegxence^
green bench, add^jtlyj»6^8iKiT?bngTtgyZi::=^edrngqZaWUrt-i5>0T,tu^Liesc3^rien^i^ra?.

and (from' %here -we- wont to the Keys where on Long Key^I learned by

sad experience(about Portuguese mfcn'o war. That summer in June father

took the whole family - Fairfield was the youngest, John had not yet 
C-

been born - to visit grandmother's sisters, our great aunts, in
moustache,

Peterboro, New Hampshire. While here father shaved off his xaoxtaxxia 

whdreh-4}e~had_woriv--&ifiee—maturity, and when Edward came into father^ and

mother's room following this transformation, he asked mother anxiously,

"Who is that man.? Then in August father and mother went,again to the 
on a month long camping trippT~%heir friendsA 

¿•^¿UL^A^J^na-dian Rockies/with a large parry/father had organized^ During the 
/ last summer before we began going eegularly to Maine in 1913» while

the house on the island was under xi construction, father and mother 

took their three pldest, Nancy, Edward and X, camping in Ypho Valley 

in the Canadian Rockies.
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