ird that has been a resident on Great Spruce Head Island
I can remember - never abundant but always present in
small numbers - is the Hed-breasted Nuthatch. The name is misleading ;
how misleading I did not discover i i had e opportunity
to photograph and oberve the i -los y t that an be said is
AR
that the underparts of the male,more, thanofjthe female,are we with pale

buff. The color is distributea non-uniformally from the

lfh""‘!"—.t?}]’}/ﬁﬂJ"T’f': " esp ial 1 & - ) cne ri“i'"

sription is based on the clos ) ation ofon

legitimately be considered d breasted

distinguishing

more character
ipe eye for one, asd smal
nasal calls itchec the yank

nuthatch.

L spent'many hoursfar_years in the spri

for the nest of a BRed-breasted Nuthatche.
again feeding together, chittering and anking back forth in their
habitual affectionate behavior towards one another
te track the to a nes They al /s eluded my suit by dise eraing
into the spruce forest or suddenly flying away over the tree tops. Not until
1969 did I succeed atlast and then only by the fortunate concurrence of
circumstances. started looking sssly tha 2ar, they could

veral pairs had al arrived on the Isla

be observed as they jerked along the branches
ying on a ste
in particular

nuthatch conversation. One pair/1 watched for many minut
occasions working over a large white birch for dormant and

insect life. The tree seemed to have an especial attraction




because they returned to it again and again over the course of several
until
days, amd I began to wander whether their interest centered primarily on
the 3 1ife the tree provided or was conveniently near their nest site,
ruled out the birch its f as a nest site since it was seemingly healthy

and free of dead wood. The male bird was very busy engratiating himself W
\FE

- his female ComranjanAAan he returned »& at frequent intervals with

particularly succulent morsels which he placed in her open bill. OShe would

cease her own foraging as he approached and with guivering wings and upraised

head assume the juvanile begging posture. the time this wenton they bpot

were making conversational chitty sounds. e attentiveness Qf the male

, »/JI G L

is 58 unremitting that i#m}ﬁ}}murhinq to observe., He seems to L‘&NQ&*ﬁﬂtﬂP

rything within his powers to please her, feeding being only one aspect
of his solicitude. One day I came upon both birds exploring the cavities
made by woodpeckers in the still standing, branchless and decaying trunk
of a balsam fir. They crept around the trunk poking into the holes of
which there were five 1 si excavated only an inch or two into the trunk.
one, however deep enough to conceal a nuthatch the male spent a long

wood
time digging 1t n/ He would disappea inside for a few secands, reappear

In

in his bill which he dropped outside, and:th . back for

his mate came to inspect the work, p e in, bobbed her
few times and flew off. The site was apparently not to hex
for I never saw either of them there again.
A few days later in the same general locality, for which reason I
‘ ; : lee :
assumed they were the same pair, I found two nuthatches working on a
dead birch stub about twenty feet tall that had broken off at the base
ana had fallen against a spruce tree growing a few feet away. Most of the
shallow
bark had peeled off the stub and near its top woere several/downy woodpecker
1

holes. In tao of these separated vertically by little more than a foot

the nuthatches were busily at work.digging eut wood from the interior.

As each bird chipped away inside only the tip of its tail was visiole.
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KAMKEAH X XEKE chance
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osuch the

Risged,

magnolia

I ng/throt

nuthatch nest Un July I was igh

seedlings and young birches which were

several years before. Most of the falle

blowdown
for fire wood

away/right after the storm that leveled them, but

yack

niii:snf

X &

entrance
cating that
atvnnalv/

eck

)

and was not

bird's nest

O0ften when I am concentrat=

ird I tus something

of the time.

mrx*r«-wl,nuwr

S
I aA

”Pf oaﬂﬁ~ﬁ0ﬁ64+rﬂv

ol
e
ituation when I found the
warbl
the

L

ers

new growth of evergreen

acuum created by a

n trees had been cleared

the survivors of the blow




topless

still stood in scattered/clusters or as solitary mementessof the forest

that had disappeared. Ta. and branchless below 2 high evergreen

crown they held to a precarious footing,having lost inza powerful gust of
winter wind, keme=ago,the collective support afforded by their neighbors.
They had, however, acquired a new importance in the scheme of things
by providing an ideal habitat for the olive-sided flycatcher, a bird that
prefers the lofty perches left behind by the wreckage of a coniferous
a . o ! €
forest, and that builds its nest in the top foliage of these stark sentenals.
announcing their presence with their triple nesting call, pep-pep-

The flycatchers were/.pep= aon this day in July as they haa been daing since

g X A
early spring and every year since the blow-down occured. I found iheir
nest several years ago and photographed but it wasn't easy.

A few naunt remains of trees also iya/3 is natural clearing:
£ +

orty or more feet tall, whose scali 'Da"kqstiil clung

dead, broken trunks: / whose tops had fallen, avifo—thisty—feet—of

“bark—eltinging ,between the s of branches|,tuc fungus softened wood, (&

-

the favored nesting sites for brown creepers. I was standing waist deep

CORAN PV 16 s I3 3 DTN ¢

oung balsam firs and raspberry vines near one of these

small bird flew straight and purposefully to it
5 A u»ﬁL' wo of §
near the « \[Lwondered—abeut a brown creeper,but
. AL ~ Y o -A o~ .
%Heﬁ?Awwwxx);isrnnk from below and flil off ) I didn't see
fronr ey

where, the bizd went ? ¥ 4 y 2 4
QB€£~*QH;%M¥JiN¥JAikLha*DL&d. until it sudaenly flew away. Bnoexamining!the
tree foot by foot with my binoculats found no sign of a creeper's neat.
Then the bird returned and I was able to € it in view. It was a

.ed nuthatch, and it worked its w down the tree on my# side

eached a black spet, which I had mastaken for a knot, and there

{
U Lo

above this hole it paused, theijhead 6f a small y bird appeared and
ur
received A morsel of food from"the Biil of the'bird abbves
ir—dits—bill, The bird that brought the food was clearly a male
£

one inside I mistook f a juvenile. For some time I watchedthis feeding

process wondering where the.female wasy and thinking that the young were
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would be hopeless
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t while
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try to photograph at this nest

bbuilding a scaffolding for the camers would surely

But then after one of the visits by the male,

ooked around, and without hesitation flew away.

an adult bird, female whose= whereabouts

ized that the br ycle was not as far

and that the nest c ined either eggs or

ad expected

the ithatches had

peen

"a red-breastec tch is much smaller
A

would not require ne

large

smeared bules

5 L G
aeeling mate *4{%;1 straws ar d become

stuck,

of the nesting material brought
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the female returned without food and entered
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affecting

bird!ls/lfadthful

most probable that

the male devotions

haa Wil

bird in providing constant supply

in--bringing

the male of

of %¥W® his devotior§during the courtship




period. His steadfastness was the most affecting characteristic ofhis
behavior.

The height of the n%t ss—later measured was- 28 feet. There being

{eCesnr ©

no nearby 2es, annﬁ*ww shakynes e nest tree itsel required that

A
\ ~/ -
to photograph the birdsYay (independe tower,would have t . bETLES This
\ A

& o Loat

vith the help of my son Stephen( I did, wf.” ul“ndnr‘%ﬁbu”P trees for poles
and scrounging all the scrap lumber we cou find When completed the camera
tripod was level with the nest hole and co e 2t at a distance of
to four feet away. Building the tower seeme ; iisturb the birds
and when completed I sat on t sma G test their
reaction to my presence as—wwil so close to st. arke short
time the male nuthatch was feeding the female gi -t I simply did not
exist, Setting up the camera, and especiall ] 1 , caused an additional
ort period of adjustment on the pazx f th rds

accepted te® and from then ¢ ook al og

exception of the first Atwo > three, while sittin 1side my camera. Once ,

Z tested the reation of ) ale when he returned wit d by DJ?%CQ:D&} my

han d over the hole. Het vt s .o poke through be fingers. During the

last of the incubation peri nd repeatedly after the s had hatched
7Sy
Andkn
took many picturesd, but ¥ never sa the voung bec t leave Maine befo
{
parently & ) e : ; van/ ung of most

not nest in
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