THE TERN

The coapt of Naine is & land of cool climate, The
labrador Current, which forees the Gulf Stresm out across the
Atlentie, eddies into the Bay of Maine tringing with it oceanie
1ife fyrom the north, A few subsretie birds have established thedr
southermmost colonies on rocky outer islands off Penobseot and
Frenchuan's Bays, Among these ere Ragor-billed Auks, Murrves,
Atlantie Puffing; and Arctic Terns, At the entrance to Pencbscod
Bay, exposed to the full force of winter storms, lies a group of
pelands of which Matinieus, vhere & fisherman's settlement was
established neny gemerations agoy is the largest, Matinicus Rodk,
the site of & lighthouse and the lastylonely rempert of lend, rises’ /i«
from the comtinentel shelf five miles to seswerd, On this pimacle

of split and shattered granite, sbove the reach of the surf, Puffins,

Murres, and Arctic Terns come yesrly to raise thelr young. Shering
the islet with them in nesting burrows they dig in the sperse,
peaty soil, leachts Petrels retwn %o thelr young frem ocean forsging
only et night,

with the relametion of militery security following World
ey II, the guest of a very sgressble and hospitable Coast Guard crew,
I spent & week on Matinions Rock photographing birds, I went especially
to photograph Puffins but becsuse It wes late in the season most of
the young birds were alrveady out on the weter end I was unable to
find any occupied nestss The Berns, however, still had downy young
running about and the young Petrels were meny weeks from fledging,




