On early spring mornings, when there is still frost in the air and
the buds on the fruit trees have scarcely begin to swell, bands of pinion jays
that forage over the gravelly juniper-pinion foothills of the Sangre de Cristo
mountains of northern New Mexico where I live come to a feeder in my back patio.
Soon they will be starting te—bseed—with. courting activities, pairing, and nest
building, and then these flocks will disappear, only to return late in summer

following

after the new generatron of jays is fully fledged. In 1976, wfeer a winiter
away from home, I hung the feeder from a dwarf apple tree growing beside a
small goldfish pond whieh is heated against freezing during the ceald months.
The water is as great an attraction for birds as is the food; robins drink Trom
and bathe in the pond all the -year around together with finches and sparrows.
The latter guickly agiscovered the feeder and it was their bustling activities
together with
eme the splashing of the robins that caught the ever-alert eyes of the jays.

Their first appearance shortly after sunrise was like an invadiog
army; they pre-empted every place a bird could occupy an and around the apple

tree. The smaller birds vanished; only three or four intrepid robins were
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able to hold their oan%galnst the huardxgh the far side of the pool.| The
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tree was loaded with dark gray-blue birds; they swarmed over the feeder, pushing
and each intent on holding, his place and
and shoving/pecking at oneanother aAd—spilling—guantits sV\of gead on the ground

—whese-other jays Buded shoulder to shoulder to gobble up the seeds that rained
m large
down spilled by the greedy ones above. Because of the/size of the flock and
at the feeder

the over-crouding at tvhe focus of attraction a continuous exchangeng 7
and.on the surrounding branches — b =

between the surfieted birds and thegg¢ unsatisfied omes insxsting on & share.
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The exchange did not take phace without conflict.%inose holding favorable perches

fought back against the attempts of their comrades -to displace them. |[Amid a
&l
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cacophony of expostulatory sounds, mewings, cluckingg amd CEWlngEﬁJhe flashing

lpé wings of wwe fluttering leird pxanlﬁ%';n fors/a landing and exhers

isen sun)produced a lieely

that filled the apple tree with a scintillation of light an/@ua




traslucent feathers washeu of all color.
As I watched this incrediblg eispsas beautiful iasplay of aeraal

agility I thought how wonderful are birds ,1';() erfectly adapted go life in the
medium of the atmosphere/ ] pecies, according to its need from the albatross
RAAR—e-

to the hummingbird. J our clumsey mechanical inventions they seldom
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heve—seeicents meet with accidents attributable to malfuction or misecr ginagri

Only when confr ,'HF“ by the structures and traps and pois&ns of men,to which
(»ras yet dnsufficient

they /Wam&n-u——.-q__;,,L.___.__*:‘N[:\ﬁ ,(tmm'w:iar;\kp:u they suffer mishap. On this earth

they have adapted to all possible combinations of med+t™s in the churse of

evolution. There are those home\almost exclusivelv)on the wing

igate birds; tWose that divide their tamef/between air and water
Gl oAl Gt
y minimal u C LE —t the ",""‘F‘]S‘rfh')"" that have
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abandonea

the atmosphe C wha can bes L described as lic in the s

SEE
around the world 1at ive excl
hat 11 1 thdperpet: darkness of
jht; anad the a the gallinacious birds

For whom ight seems have become an jincreasing erfort

roadrunner, a ground inhabiting cuckoo.

Tl
couree of species evolution birds have adapte EVery
: that
-al association.ams—that Given fficient
period

r-.’hH‘,‘/ i1l continue to adapt

have vet bee
which belong ty\

lungs, climb X and fly,albeit

eans

Sy

mammalian cie at have retur 0. -t sed4 ab ning iepend

f evolution
come calsdeteiy
Fcgquatit viviparous internally and

thus adopt an entirely acquatic moge of indidates for such

a trend are the grebes and penguins
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