On early spring mornings, when there-is'still frost imn
the air and the buds on the fruit trees have scarcely begun to
swell, bands of pinion jays that forage over the gravelly
juniper-pinion foothills of the u€§r5 de Cristo Mountains of
northern New Mexico where I live come to a feeder in my back
patio. Soon they will be starting courting activities, pairing,
and nest bbilaing, and then these flocks will disappear only to
return late in summer after the new generation of jays is fully
fledged.

In 1976, following a winter away from home, I hung the
feeder from a dwarf apple tree growing beside a small goldfish
pond which is heated against freezing during the cold months.

fThe water is as great an attraction for birds as je”  the food;’

tobins drink from and bathe in the pond all the year aroundc.
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together with finches and sparrows. | The lﬁ%ter-quicklﬁ discovered

the feeder and it was their bustling activities along with the

splashing of the robins that caught the ever-alert eyes of the jays.

Thedir " first appearanee Shortly after sunrise wad€ like an

invading armyg¢ they prsJémpted-every place a bird could occupy

on and around the apple tree. The 'smaller-birds vanished; only
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three or four intrepid robins were—able—tohold their owndon

the far side of the pool @Agaifsi—ihe—hoard nf“jﬁyé. The tree
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was loaded with dark gray-blue birés; they swarmed ober the feeder,

pushing and shoving and pecking at one another each intent on

holding his place, amd on the ground other jays cropyded shoulder

to shoulder tﬂ~gohb1éxdp the seeds that rained down, spilled by
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the greedy sres above.
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[/ cause of the large size of the flock and the over=-
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croWding at the focus of attrw:tinﬁ(& continuous change
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took place at the feeder and on the surrounding branches

between the surfeited birds and the unsatisfied ones insisting

54
on a share. | The exchange did not occur without conflict.] Amid
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a cacophony of expostulatory Sri@des mewingg, cluckingg, and

chattering, those holding favorable p@&rches fought bAck Qgginst

the attempts of their comrades to displace them. In—the-
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back=lighting recently risen sun.the flashing wings of fluttering
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birds, of the—enee planing in for a landing and others departing,

Dproduced a—tively—commotion—that- filled the apple tree with 2
scintillation of light from translucent feathers washed of all

color.
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As I watched|this intredinlyjhijyy’?ul display of aerial

agility|I thought how wonderful are birds, each speciega4so
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perfectly adapted, to—kife i theatmespheric mediwf™ according to
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the alDairass g the hummingbirdy Unlike our

clumsgy mechanical inventions they seldom meet with accidents

attributable to malfunction or to uncoordinated flighty Only

when confronted by the structures and traps and pQgsons of men,

to which they are as yet unaccommodated |/do they suffer mishap.
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Bn—thie=maeth-they have adapted to a¥¥ possible combinations of

EnvirHHMEnts.in the course of evolution,/ There are the frigate

at home . almost exclusively on the wing; there are the petrels
that divide their time eguélly between air and water with only
minimal use of land; there are the oilbirds

only at night;

there are the gallinaceous t 1\ i ars ,Fﬁf whom
flight seems to have
the roadrunner, a ground inhabiting cuckoo; there are the penguins
that have ab@ndoned flight i I atmosphere for what can best

be described as flight in the sea; and there are the odd




around the world - many now extinct -
land, of—which—ostrichesand—kiwis—
representatives.
In the flow of sp evolution birds have adapted to
innumerable hfolfaw and EecCC gic ches. Given sufficient

time, assumingd at_ e o s surviveg a perigamot %unan
interferance, they presumably will continue to /develop ways
ot 1i¥ ad jus fer +0 conditions different from and more adverse
than ;n; they have yet been able 1t ac pt. Consider /as examp
of faunal p ity & re C fishes to which belong

row Lung;, climb trees, and fly, albeit for

and consider the mammalian specie
cetaceans ha ave rwturneJ to the sea, abandoning all
dependence on land. Is it not reasonable to expect that
the perspective of evolutionicertain families of birds may

incubatio ‘H" eqqs internally
incubati ng?.tlr ggs internally

le to assume an entirely agquatic mode of life?

candidates for such a trend are the grebes and penguins.
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