Not until I moved to Santa Fe in 1946 did I have any desire to
visit Mexico. Before that, with the exception of trips to Europe, the
focus of my interest was the exploration of the United Statesyamany regions

as
X" which at that time were still not/completely known amxwu:m&g as they

are today -Mwhen Stieglitz exhibited my “)hOtO“I‘dphS/\I met Georgia
G'Keeffe,}who soon after moved to New liexicosand it was at b€ Ghost Ranch,
where she established herself as a painter of the New Mexico landscape, that

I saw her frequently and we became friends. A mutual friend was the I‘aoc

;3pud Johnson , HdBh Weomponied
v.rlter ami poe t:/vvno had xxzxmlmi o I exlc/’—, Ha J.,dwrenc Georgia,

'had never traveled abroad, :ot the idea from what Nhe hdd Pkeen told about

lMiexico that she would l¥ke to visit that country and i v1ted Spud to accompany
an automobile

her on@ motoxﬂ trip fo Mexico and Aline, my wife, ayfu I were asked to join

them in our own wehicle. The proposal appealed us very much, it being

February in %Ta; chance to enjoy a warmer climate for a few week
Wyfe " A R

P'I
In February 19;1/1 v o Mexico Xmpxx®B

axdxffExErtxekXuxe for a Rew weeks d
1 : A
mg,'?ay a warmer climate as Sca . sought Mp‘ud's advice
Gpprs Ou_[al.y\ : bee & oulgide He v. 5.
and together they proposed to G gia, who had vis d a = =

It was an

that the four of us i low viexico (i 73 a = 3
S < M #ﬁ&mﬂ

We aet/off/on February jaLfter
/
s {or karedo, Texas where we crossed the
/

/ s s
border into lMexico. At a liesurly rate\¥e followed the Fan American Highway

south, EXEREXREXEXRXYXREXXXREXRXZRIX //f/es,ting for picnic lunches with food that
Georgia had brought along, and Ltop}?in; eaxly for the night. Georgia alw

wa nted to eat supper EBBR as ¢ oon/‘ she was\settled in her room which

W(\&k / ’ pro a&
conflicted with the wishes—ef AYine"s, spud®s and mire who’%ee%@——fﬁmﬁzto

kw\ F«/wara{f’o s hosing dirthlks :
LA LM > IRXBEEXXBEXE g*ether before supper. The solution

too often was that Aline and I ate alone, Spud defari her guest, to

Georgia's wis be“I
3 \x X /‘
We *tayeu together until we reaches kMexico bltJl\when we became separated

while looking for hotel aCCOII)Oda tions. Fe ing a few days in Mextco City s




In Feordary/}\195l my wii’eAAline, to see a different country and to escape

(fhe last of winter,) proposed a trip to Mexico for a few weeks./>She sought
Spud's ddvicem;nd together they approached Georgia, who had never been
outside the United States, with the proposal that the

trip to Mexico. It was an adventure that appealed to Georgia. i off
separate cars(early in Fe‘.iwr:uur),.\f for Laredo,

from Santa Fe mariyxkrxKekxmaxy in s

! 2 A % 5 P 2
Texas ,where we crossed the border into Mexico. At a lies u171y pace we followed

the Pan American highway south, resting for picnic lunches on food that
Georgia provided/ and stopping early for the night. Georgia always wanted to eat

HAXE what Aline and I prefeﬁ;ed,ﬁto have
XBXBAXXBUPPBY early which conflicted with WRAXXAHEXKBXXXBLXNEXPXEXEXER XDARIX
]

drinks in our rooms before supper WwKRKXXXKNxx XXX XK xpredfexexd. The solution

AR Revyga %
too often/was that defering, \as he¥ guest,

wishes.




X -
Aline and I headed south for Oaxaca. It was in Oaxaca that I had my introductig
C%thedrals and the
ato mex1can/village churches ar#xzaxkeaxxaXx and saw for the first time/naive

i > to s
lconolo*yIund colorful decorations that expres:edasimple peaeég% revere rce.

Although we spend more time photographing the Zapotec ruins at Monte Alban

ard Mitla than the churches in Oaxaca,it was the beauty of the Christian
: attracted 7 the
symbolism that in the end ixpxexsed me/most. On the way home we stopped at

the Yanhultlanﬁan isolatent, lonﬂpj momument to classical architecture =xxd which
KRRXAANBE Qloplayed

iﬁxihgﬂxhat»mlxcure of formal and unsophisticated representation of—the

symbols
of the Christianreligion. Yanhuitlan confirmed my-eariier

m Generelle
1mnre-;on_4ndhde‘1re to return someday to record more widely this aspect

of Mexican church art.
line_
—MyF-wife~had long felt the isolation of New Mexico from the contemporary

art world and HaxxaaHXXNxxmxxagéxﬁh &%WKEXEEEKEKXXXESEK as—stimulation for
M? exe SWhWe

hen_gwn«ba&ﬁtény_neeaed(élo<er contact with modern,creative trends in art.
7 3 — A

XhexdErkdEdXXn +o_abxé;n-bhe A' i e i oe01ced Vo spend the
—his ETT—— :
winter of 1955-56 in New Vorav ; &tnﬁ‘opportunlty wa*ﬁgro‘ ded for me’to

rEXuxRxkaxkExxzaxxs fulfill my goal to photograph Mexican charche-. I

described the idea to Ellen Auerbach, a New York photographer friend, who

liked the proposal and agreed to work with me on the project. We crossed the
border into Mexico at Nogales, Arizona on Xk December 2, 1955. In v
Chevrolet van we had large amounts of film and phOtO”raphiC equipment which &
Qecording ¢ s T
o Mexican customs inspector seid exceeded the allowable 4moa¥ﬁ for touristsjbut
oenty dollars \M 5o d oVev loolc 4’(: rcs'}hc—h,m
thet for a consideration oz‘@ZQAhe would iss a—
rou$e—¥5ﬁ
left he wished us a happy trip. Ore—huwrrdred mites—down XhExxpal at a—seeond
W RLown
& S Zhr. Aoute 15 followedAtqe west
coast of Mexico to repic»where it turned eastward to Guadalajara. Our first
stop was ,AflermoplllOphnere we made a short side trip to Alamo,a gloomy mining
7
town in which the cemetqry enfoilless) greund-was xke a sight of especially
maca lre interest with the tombs stacked on top of one another above the ground.
¥o affeged - us Piag
From Hermosillo south to Tepic we found little ofinterest—to photographicw l79

except at mazatlar%;and covered the dista rce rapidly. fepiccylyh its cathedral




and other Ch“fCheSAWas much more interesting and we stayed there for three days
’ districts ofpwWlhee¢e +he
with—3s thet

before driving on to Guadalajara, We had now entered oldey/ liexico
mixture and Indian W63 more e (Ao

XEEFONKIOKINEK of ‘~ixteenth Cendury Lpanish ERXinxe XXGiKxdsoendrxkberk cul tures

tayed for five oaJ_‘phouOJramlln‘ much—mere—than churches, street
school
scenes, markets, QT%%*}H&-@;&iP}etb and even/children goswoixxod. We had
imit
never intended to x®xEfine our work to churches, FRXXPFINEIPAIXEROFLEAXMEXAXEXY
WRAXX BXRY
but to take advantage of/DXRBXXEXXVFEEABXXRAXXAXXXACXBHEXRE .

Here we s

all photographic
s e z
specially those involving people. San Miguel Allende w

/Mhort*drrve»—/’“""\"**"'“ = o
_our next oogectlvg/from whixk Guarajuato kﬂ"the sllver mining dzgx%ict WRX

ooortunltle

IutxRXERBXLxAxAixe and from which we explored the outlying region visiting

San Miguel Viejo, the Triadas Rynch and Atontonilco with its silver chapel.

fxrrxwhixk The silver had been stkipped Xy from the chapekd RRYxRIKxLRITRWRXRX

k¥ during the revolution by a local to pay his followers.
We photographed the extravagant ornate decoration of pulpit and confessional

from the roof of our hotel ithe celebration
| in the bSanta Rosa church in Queretro and withessed/on Christmas night thet
|
firxexerkgxgixpixyxfxr enveloped the steeplde of the church on the plaga in a

firey firexpxkxxfmxRtair display of XIxewnx: rockets. On the way to Mexico

City we stopped in Morelia for the six days of Christmas celebration.aXEXXBERAR
we went north
From Mexico City/to Acolman

and the DeotlnudCQN pyramids and Aztec ruins
we
sce—and/explored the coxntrJ east of Mexico City
the valley of
on the way to Tlaxcala and Chaulula/®f the threehxndred ard sixty five churches

Tonantzintla.

N B

In mex1co eit we obtéTmed a perm&ﬁ from the)an1g41F1e§ uaﬁarumen+ to ah@todr&ph

in nanAment( andfi churches under the. quludlctlcn of the S ?ﬁe

the most famous of which are Huejotzingo and banta Larlc

\

To escape the exceptional January cold that had :ett%ed on liexico and had

: s T
people talking a toutVthe hlelO.IﬁEg:EEE;E? an;&nwelgeae—e*perience»we decided to

go to Yucatan: We drove to Vera Cruz on the Gulf of Lexico\ EXBRPIREXAX

Vorisus
investigating ether places along the way, and from Vera C@uX alone the Gulf

the
coast to Minatitlanai In Minatitlan & greedy landlord oftlodg ng house over-
) > 3

charged us and when we refused to pay he called the police whp accepted our




G % \?Q

san Miguel Allendegwas our next objective, from which we visited San Miguel
church
Viejo, the Triadas \Ranch Shapxirand Atontonilco,famous for its silver chapel

from which the sil C ipped during the revolution by a local

\eadex to pay his followers, andYa short drive from Guanajuato in the

center of the silver-mining dis FlC{)
Frem Atsaton. lc; :

2

We next drove to Queretero,where in the churcb of Lanta Rosd) we
)

photo sraphed the golde n door, pulpit and onfeMUlonal ané-on Christmas night

\M,Matcheu\;rom the roof of aur hotel)the celebration that enveloped the steeple
e & Fraw v s

of the chgrch on the plaza?n a fiey 1y of roekeds. On the way to Mexico

Ciyy we stopped in lorelia for the six days of Christmas festivities. From

liexico City we went north to Acolman &ré to see the Teotihuacan pyramids and
: alco < : :

Aztec rulns;aaé-weAgxplored the country east of Mexico City around Tlaxcala

and Cholula, renouned fRg/ its hundreds of churches of which Huejotzingo and
)

banta Maria Tonantzintla are among the most celebrated.

To escape the exceptional January cold that had settled on Mexico and had

X6
. 3 o G, . w . . y
people talklnf a2bout the hielogs 6ne ;now}Lxe decided to go to,Yucatan and

n :thJ > = :
return ¥afery to central Mexico. We drove to Vera Cruz on the gulf Eoast,

visiting Jalapa and other towns on the way, ard From Vera Cruz we continued
: c - = X
along the Gudf Coast to llinatitlan where the greedy propigtadr of a lodging
)
house over =charged uMAJn when we refused to pay,called the police,who
) )

3 x ¢
accepted our account of the dispute and fined the propriator.




L
We stored the Chevrolet in a garage in

Coatzacoalcas Qh&eﬁ—i§‘ﬂﬁ~Ihﬁ\_Qﬁﬁh\uide'Qf‘{he—Hé%%@W@S%—Pa¥4“94iL£%iC
B ﬁaJ&)

be%weeﬁ the gulf of Mexico and—the Pacific Qeean, andlflew To—lernide

o M 2¢ida
small plane XRaxkxxﬂgpnxxiamﬂxaxax with intermediate stops &t Villa Hermoca,

Ciudad del Carmen and Campeche. Tc”be'aT‘r6"IEﬁm?jﬁmﬁéb;eA%ﬁ—¥ae%Hn%

with

3 af
W@ hired a #xkxax car and driveriwho ;ﬂ%ned us areund to,the places we wanted
A IN E

$0 see with remarkableunderstanding, which included several small towns and

villages j X 0L _course, _the Mayan rulnt at Chichen Itza and Uxmal,
' 7, Honsitpag e I R
of which the most interesting her@ lzmal, noctun, and Auna. We Wpte

the Mayan ruims—=t Paleénque in the tropical forest of Chiapas ;ﬁécoessable

only by
Xﬁykﬁéédxﬁﬁtkéﬁ the railroad connecting udmpeche w1th Cqatzacoalcos.
SSTY =)

/ﬁ’ghs to Campeene to catch the Bapido, & ﬁﬁé%%} %P ralenque./ mmﬁn
BXAZRFEXEX BUXAEX BEXPEXBHXOL fpe

Rmmam@awm)gwmywmxx@m@% k&q@xxm .xmmocmnm that
S

chugged along at xx xn 15 to Zo\nﬁleu an hour It took all day to
e z )

cover the 200 mximxxxm kilometers to ;alenqueéij}\ a higher speed had been

attempted, 3&&3xrg(@_ﬁ ﬁﬁbbyx the wavy condition of the tracx\) the train

most probably would have derailed. WFITL oy
qurcd 6f ;

The Palenque ruins had been partly liberated~from the tropical trees
down
)as
that &sib slowly destroying them,and we were able to climb/into the recesses
N
4. he JSgem
of one of the temples#where the sacrificial chocmol was still im—place. The
whére > o 3
"xapidc”carried us back to QOduzGCO&ICut) we repossessed our car and drove across
: et : ) H triarchal society was
the isthmgs of Mexico to Aehﬂuantepec. Here a matriarchal society was

clearly manifest in the markets. We visited Salina Cruz on the Pacific coast

east ——————
and Ixtepec on the Pan American Highwaywhich continued/®x (inte the pfgﬁinﬁe'J
SR

Casas. é

0f Chiappas) to Ocozocuautla, Chiapa de Corzo and San Cristobal Las
S R e — e s 3
by the Chgpula Indians and other indian

it was Easter week wi%@ célebrdtlcn<_ﬁJ

il progress % : 3 Z ,
cons tg f%ly going /On.,zﬁ well 45 i§/ianta 'omln;gxin p% Crl;tobal.
Casas\fbr re—bot & W fekes 8 days

8,at the time of fiestas an%AgaxDe:
!

tribes

fie stayed in San urlstab/i Las
PGt e el ki

s@he arrived in van Cristobal on February

t the Chamula and Eenejapuﬁﬁnaian villages, of which the fire dance at

a ham
Specthealar Japosedls . il
Chamula was the most unusuad when gEde?Kpﬁych4£“4n£luenee_theﬁrndraﬁa




of wFe—traim— ~the——
animplied_speed rxo;,bmd

a _speed—not—56 rapid o IMpiies

‘ta

for

. (23" = f ey &
We took the bus to Campeche to catch the Rapido”’ ®s Palenque, a

that

implied a speed not born out by the actual

along at 15 to 20 miles an hour

.M in a lggln co,mtr 7

performance of

the

name that
whi ok
train, thet—chugged
g

7
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wakked In an alle¢ ed hypnotic state the Indians walked

gy L Wmlass \q 3
bare=foot and p&éaiegp on a bed of hot coals. I noticed, however, that they

. % F AT
all wore thiwvk,rubber sanddbs. We stayed in San Cristobal eight day;’ isiting

(Firsy Santa Domingo,.the XBEXXXBERXXEXARE priwmeipal amd most ornate ard richly

embellished of its churches, end I:;%plored the surrounding country with an

. £ : + S g 2
American expatriate fmxxa guldepwho took me to severad Spanlan xxkIagmgxand
BN : ; . X Db who ove .
remote [indian v1lla:esf;nclud1n;mthe shy Lacandones, so reduced in numbers
)
that siblings marry.
We drove to Oaxaca on the 18th of February and stayed until March 15th,

time

the longest perddd in one place of the entire trip. There are many churches
T again e <hureh—

in Oaxaca szmxxmaxxmxmxmxmkamxﬁol which/Canta bomlnvo/1< the most f%mous,

one day pepers

«
but wefé;ent a loé& meyal 50)in the marketsﬁyhere I was pelted/with thxiixx
by
X phoxexyapkixg a vegeta tle vendor, who 01«ﬁ >y want go be photographed.
in

driving around the neighborhood of Oaxaca to VlllaﬂeV/Whlch

wWe spent many days
beautifully aﬁpareﬂeo images of the saints

smallest
the/ churches often contained EX&ﬂl&XXRXﬁpIExxmxﬁxxnxmxﬁfxihﬁxﬁﬁxm%Xxﬁmﬂxiﬁi&Xﬁﬁi
‘ § Q%&X%§¥§¥§X%%4§%¥ﬁ%%&§éxJFX%H%Xﬁﬁﬁy

XXX XX BHBXBE

FEXEBIRRX AKIARXREX XpRxxAnxPexsxaiprxckxxeckes the saints apd (exquisite

/_r’—’___—\ﬁ
repre@entatlonn of biblical eventgt Especially notable were the churches in

. e o O ovoTe &
San Felipe, Huitzo, Ea%;cvthahuaya, Matatlan and Xoxocatlan. In the Santa Helene

church in Xoxocatlan we photographed a red=haired saint, a stricking feature

¢ v dak Tn Fha CogoTrpec charch

for a latin country7 1 Al Hified £ the saints ,
\&\w\erﬁﬁx

were ﬁxxxsna clothed with apparently such loving and lavish care tha Awe asked

the priest for permission to photograph themqwhich he willingly gave us, but

when we returned the next Cdbﬂwe were confronted by members of the convréfatlonp

(Qn‘m
who refused to let us photograph in the church even when' we said the priest had

. A « Y A ) "
given us permission. He doea&ét own the churc@Athey uald,/we do. After pleading

with them and expressin admiration for the beauty of the images,they relented,
)

qetaq

q
permitting us to photograph a few selectedjsaints. While we were,about it,
ok e o c(.;f

they watched to be sure we di?ﬁ“t beheve—irreverentty. We also went farther

afield to the earthquake=ruined cathedral af Cuilapan and to Yanhuitlan amd, of

spendting m
course,we could not resist giving time %o the precolumbian ruins of Mitla and

Monte Alban.




ﬂnxxkaxxnxuxnxxﬂxmxxixmxﬁixxxafxnxxaimEKXXmexmnthxxinxxmnxnxxmxkgxixo

wxxpamx&axfmffaxxenkxinxknx&xa
ast

On the ®4¥WA stege—of—our return to Mexico City we stayed in the
vacinity of Puebla for a week photographing many of the churches in the

Cholula area that we had only briefly visited two months before on the way to

XS NG

in
highway to Vera Cruz. We arrived in Mexico City eﬁkhauter wee&iiigﬂ7all the

churches wexExxrwnXweax (religious services were being conductéﬁ;gnd we witnessed
- At i s : )

Vera Cruz} and as a final digression ksfmx® we drove to Cordoba on the southern

the Easter service in Acolman on the first of April. A From Mexico City we made

to Quernavaca and to Pachuca ,where we visited Atotonilco el
gl e

/At Tepozotlan weXa@XXXBEK

excursions

o’
and watched a Judas pagent in front of tke cnurch
s Tong time photog %

rolden interior of he churc
XPXARBX

t cloue¢but AREXBEXNAXXBREXIAX XX XBAABR

Our Mexican journey was drawing to a
WEXNARXBEEXXBXXXXXX before heading north and home, XREXIAKEXEEXRAXZERAXBXNIXN

IXBXABXXXXXRREKRK there was one part of Mexico we wanted to see. We drove
west through Morelia tp Patzcuaro,where the lake fishermen are more interested
in displaying their ne#s$ HizpXaysx 7 ~Hen

ANXBHBRINZXBELXXRBX XXX pIAYXBEXREXX to tourists than in catching flsgﬁand on
]

south to Uruapagxwhich we had been told was of Fspecial interest because of

its isolated location, xxmx%xxx%ﬁxxgxxmxxx%a&xxx&xXXKxxxxtxxﬁ&axngbx

&&%&h@&x&héxxxm%ﬂéx@%xxx%xmx&n&x&&p&&&&axgmx@gxxMXX@; and on the way back to
. W r : -‘%—Wl,u <le
Morelia stopped to see the Templa de Jesus in Naranja. The last place&

miz-at-Zacatecas on the highway north §¥em Morelia , Met,
: : ; €oypnd
a deserted monastery and national monument Here I tesk my last
poluepreutptured (o L Gt
photograph of a DEthlful uudaalupe fgeaeoy By now we had traveled several

wad
throughout mexico,Avl‘ited hundreds of chapels and churche< 5,_and

hedk ; o s LS
taken thousands of photographs A were eager to leave lexico. We took the

stopped to photograph was

in Yuriria

/
thousand miles
shortest route north through Aguascalientes, Durango and Chihuahua to El1 Pa

Texas and home.
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