
Not until I moved to Santa Fe in 19^6 did I have any desire to 

visit Mexico. Before that, with the exception of trips to Europe, the

focus of my interest was the exploration of the United States many regions
AX • aSwhich at that time were still not/completely known as they
are today.^In New Yor^When Stieglitz exhibited my photographs^I met Georgia

Okeeffe^who soon after moved to New Mexico^and it was at Ghost RanchA

where she established herself as a painter of the New Mexico landscape.that

I saw her frequently and we became friends. A mutual friend was the Taos
~spud Johnson 4- 6xto WpjjMeX ------------- ------- <- ------- ———v.

writer arm poet/who had XxaxBiBd cto~^Mexic/^Sth D. H. Lawrenc&Zy'Georgia, who

had never traveled abroad^^g^l? the idea from what she had been told about

Mexico that she would -like to visit that country and invited Spud to accompany 
an automobile // /

her onya motor/} trip yto Mexico and Aline, my wife, and I were asked to join

them in our own .Vehicle. The proposal appealed to us very much, it being

February in 1951.i^n&_a 1 chance to enjoy a warpfer climate for a few weeks,
--------- Ai 1ne pA« />R el J < ,fj)---------------------------- ~ ----- -—

In February 195vhard^-theX. idea.-that- irtr'weuld be fun to gb/xo Mexico Xbxbbb

axdxffexbhXxex±Xhxb for a few weeks -to—e-xperi ancg pre rent -etiXrt
l ys . ®«W

enj-ey a- warmer climate >e Æ?om—winter.
eX

and together they pnnpns-ed^ta Georgia 
3 o

that the four of us drive-down to Wiexi

sought Spud's advice 
k otfsid-e the, U-S-

who had nqVer visite^_£—forelgnrtarnr,

20 It was an

adventure that appealed to Georgia.\ We set/off/on February (aXter

a_ gel ay ng t.mirist viaawjXfnr ^aredo, Texas where we crossed the

border into Mexico. At a liesurly rate\»ie followed the Fan American Highway 

south, xkiappxHgxKaxiyxfiaxxthaxHxghtx ¿beading for picnic lunches with food that 

Georgia had brought along, and stopping ea\ly for the night. Georgia always

wanted to eat supper xbkr as soon 
wUt"

conflicted with the-wishos-ef A 
Istked. fezioferi to

st pr<?>pra t a 1—happy hour x

zas she was\settled in her room which

'ine , Spud ’'s, \nd mine who—looked foa 
IvWi IK a cky 1

forward—to

:'ore supper. The solution
too often was that Aline and I ate alone, Spud def^rii^ is, as her guest, to 

Georgia's wishes.r

We stayed together until we reaches- Mexico City when we became separated 

while looking for hotel accomodations. FoUowmg a few days in Mexico City^



f\ _ ___________

In February^.1951 my wife^AlinejJ/fco see a different country and to es<
(£ha last of~winter2) proposed a ~t° Mexico for a few weeks^^She sought

Spud’s advice^and together they approached Georgia, who had never been

outside the United states, with the proposal that the four of w^_go on a

trip to Mexico. It was an adventure that appealed to Georgia. /We set off

from Santa Fe BaxiyxxnxKBJaxiiaxy in separate cars (early in February» for Laredo.
e

Texas ^jwhere we crossed the border into Mexico. At a liesurly pace we followed

the Pan American highway south, resting for picnic lunches on food that

Georgia provided/ and stopping early for the night. Georgia always wanted to eat 
Hkxb ' what Aline and I preferjpd^to have

XBXBaixxiipjsJSX early .which conflicted with KhaXxihBXKfiajfcxHfxiiBxpxBfBXBatxtaRxn®
Z - - „___-—-------------------------

drinks in our rooms before supper ^xScdJxxkbaxiXKJQiasixiijpaxafisajBid. The solution
------ ———~ r 'oev
too often/was that we ate along, Spud defe^ing, \g.s -hear guestj) to Georgia-1 s

her

wishes.
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Aline and I headed south for Oaxaca. It was in Oaxaca that I had my introducti 
cathedrals and the

(¿»to Mexican/village churches axhxKathBhxaix and saw for the first time/naive

revere nee.

Although kb spend more time photographing the Zapotec ruins at Monte Alban

and Mitla than the churches in Oaxaca^it was the beauty of the Christian 
attracted ' the

symbolism that in the end ixpxexxeh me/most. On the way home we stopped at
tire YanhuitlanAan isolated^J-on^y momument to classical architecture »mid whi ph 
xsiutBXXBh displayed
ifc35x3th^/-fehsrtzxzmixture of formal and unsophisticated «epree-enfaJxLon—ef—'the 
symbols h
xdjuaxaxataexx of the Christia n religion. Yanhuitlan confirmed my-earlier 

impression-and^desire to return someday to record more widely this aspect

of Mexican church art.
Al'.n 

ly widirfe-^had long felt the isolation of New Mexico from the contemporary 
wfcimwla ti nn -feyts—art world and d®xkXxdxXxxxxxi95^xthx±xxhxxMEdKXxxlxxgr as- sVye-SSHAiJag- ,f~>__________________

hHr-J2wn-qsai«iift^-jaeaded. (closer contact with modern .creative trends in art.

¡xhBxdBBxdRdxtH yo obtain—the\insplrarbren-shG—sought sfte decided to spend the 
. IwA ~TiviS Ip ~ -----------

winter of 1955-5° m hew York's Jh-us ^th<^ opportunity was-provided -for mej^o 

xbXxxhx±hxMbxxkbxXb fulfill my goal to photograph Mexican churches. I

described the idea to Ellen Auerbach, a New York photographer friend, who 

liked the proposal and agreed to work with me on the project. We crossed the 

border into Mexico at Nogales, Arizona on 3th December 2, 1955« In tSe.r

Chevrolet van we had large amounts of film and photographic equipmentAwhich -a—

o, Mexican customs inspector said’ exceeded the allowable amount for touristy but 
Aoda-vS ---v . V\e,5>£M.o- ol/'e.k' h l i. "V t o

tfeert for a consideration of^2C. he would iggrete-a opooial-import permit. As we 
A route—¿5“’

left he wished us a happy trip. One—hundred miles--dewn--thBXXBah_a-t-a Be Send­

j_nspopti oja—pwtop_ tho spoe-ial permit-got us^thxseugh.. Route 15 follow eg ^the west

coast of Mexico to Tepic^where it turned eastward to Guadalajara. Our first 

stop was >rt^Hermosillo^.where we made a short side trip to Alamosa gloomy mining 
town in which the cemetery en-^oilless ground-was iha a sight of especially 

maca tre interest with the tombs stacked on top of one another above ttre^ground. 

From Hermosillo south to fepic we found little oX-irntere&t-to photographic VI 

except at Mazatla n* and covered the distance rapidly. Tepic^wijh its cathedral
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and other churches was much more interesting.and we stayed there for three days 
districts of^kc«-«,

before driving on to Guadalajara, We had now entered oldei/Mexico with fete that 
mixture andzXndian u«
xtoxteaxaäoäüxtxx of Sixteenth Century Spanish sultxxB xwxtoxtaeixxxkBatx cultures / 

a than churches, streetHere we stayed for five daySysphotographing mueh—h 
school

scenes, markets, outlying- dis-triets and even/children in/exxotoafc. We had 
limit

never intended to rnnfix® our work to churches y »KxxjsxiKxipautxsjafcgbbXxxiaXatKxy 
»hakxKsner

but to take advantage of/xXkBXxxiofc^BxXBxXlsaukxBttxaustBJixxx. all photographic

oportunities, especially those involving people, San Miguel Allende was

our next objective/from xhxxh Guarajuato in—the silver mining district xax

xxtxxxxhxxtxxixxxx and from which we explored the outlying region visiting

San Miguel Viejo, the Triadas Ranch and Atontonilco with its silver chapel.

ix»xsxjekixii the silver had been st\ipped ±>y from the chapelo pxyxkixxfBiixwxj

by during the revolution by a local \ to pay his followers.

We photographed the extravagant ornatekdecoration of pulpit and confessional 
from the roof of our hotel —V—-—¿^the celebration

in the Santa Rosa church in yueretro and\witnessed/on Christmas night that 

fxxBKBxksxdxxplayxfxB enveloped the steeply of the church on the plasa in a 

firey fixBKBxksxfHMKtaxx display of fxxBKExkx rockets. On the way to Mexico 

City we stopped in Morelia for the six days o?£ Christmas celebration. 

from Mexico City/to Acolman and the Teotihuacafo pyramids and Aztec ruins
md/explored the \ountry east of Mexico CityAJtd^SESXsKBaast-sas^feh^

the valley of
on the way to Tlaxcala and Chalula/xf the threehundred and sixty five churches, 

the most famous of which are Huejotzingo and Santa Ma^-ia Tonantzintla.

In Mexiod C|ty we obtained a permit from^the^ Annuiti e^Dep^rtment^. 
der the^-jurisdimion o^/the stf^e^r^^

,ph-^tograph\

íofiuments gnú/ churche§_under tl\e^ j

To escape the exceptional January cold that had settled on Mexico and had
people talking a toutVthehielo? "jthe^frost^ an unwelcome experience-, we decided to

go to Yucatan- We drove to Vera Cruz on the Gulf of Mexico! stBppxjagxat 
x/dHrido^ \

investigating other places along the way, and from Vera Cfcui along the Gulf 
the '

coast to Minatitlan^ In Minatitlan a greedy landlord of^lodglng house over­

charged us and when we refused to pay he called the police wHo accepted our



4pped during the revolution by a local

San Miguel Allende/was our next objective.from which we visited San Miguel 
i' church

Viejo, the Triadas \Ranch Oapn^*end Atontonilco^famous for its silver chapel 

from which the silver

to pay his followers, ansT/a short drive from Guanajuato in the

center of the silver^mining district^
. frhtn+ert. leAr_ >------- ———
/ We neart- drove to Queretero^where fin the church of Santa Ros^? we

> * -........ ..........7^ — .

^photographed the golden door, pulpit and confessionalyaftd-on Christmas night 
g-watched<from the roof of four ~hoteT)the celebration that enveloped the steeple

i er
of the chjyrch on the plaza|in a fipy display of mookets. On the way to Mexico 

Ci$y we stopped in Morelia for the six days of Christmas festivities. From 

Mexico City we went north to Acolman -a«d- to see the Teotihuacan pyramids and 

Aztec ruins^aad-we explored the country east of Mexico City around Tlaxcala 

and Cholula renowned flyg its hundreds of churches of which Huejotzingo and 

Santa Maria Tonantzintla are among the most celebrated.

To escape the exceptional January cold that had settled on Mexico and had
C* >1 g" V

people talking about the hielog) (the snowjwe decided to go to .Yucatan and 
-----------

return later to central Mexico. We drove to Vera Cruz on the <gulf boast, 

visiting Jalapa and other towns on the way, and From Vera Cruz we continued 

along the CLuA-f- Coast to Mmatitlan^here the greedy propip. tmr of a lodging 

house overcharged us.and when we refused to pay.called the police.whoy'1 6
accepted our account of the dispute and fined the proprietor.



®/~-ike—dispute
a&e-€H*nVa«d>-£ined Aha^3aBdl«pd. We stored the Chevrolet in a garage in 

Coatzacoalcas whieh is-uan-Jlia_r^xnth^gj de—ol^-the narrowest part of-

between the gulf of Mexico 
-To lA «.k-'v^o.

small plane AhatxxXHjqEBAxiauariKrixal with intermediate stops it Villa Hermosa,

Ciudad del Carmen and Campeche. Tcr~he-^s^TOPbiTe--as-~peesiblo in- -Yucatan-.
We hired a dxxxax car and driver^who guirded us around to^the places we wanted

io see w’a7^b-^efflarkarble--Linderstanding, which included several small towns and 
.,, . 0.0.

villages jndudrniT nf pnurga. +be Mayan ruins at Chichen Itza and Uxmal-

and^flew to 4freKE3a^irf ' a

of which(the mos llzmal, Hoctun^ and Muna^ We w^nte*cl^to see 

enque in the tropical forest of Chiapas^^accessable

took

the Mayan r 
only by
x^jixii^^xg^^x^ii the railroad connecting Campeche with Coatzacoalcos 

“—trbsr&±y~----------- “ Mng
;/<abus to Campe-ehe to catch the fiapido, +o PhlennuA; / ;*1yaryto6

dl X" »xxgei^xi&iixitgxxiikfs-kiimxof the tra^V // /
that

^chugged along at xfrxbopuspeetkxxf 15 to 20 Stiles an hour._J<it tookaliTday to 

cover the 200 mxlgxxXx kilometers to Palenque^bu^if a higher speed had been 
attempted, gxdgxng ^jud^d^byXthe wavy condition of the tracks) the train 

most probably woulf have derailed.

The Palenque ruins had been partly liberated-from the tropical treer 
sMixS down

that were slowly destroying theiyand we were able to climb/into the recesses 
~ii i} e

of one of the temples.where the sacrificial chocmol was still in-pT3R*e. The 

“Rapido carried us back to Coatzacoalcusi we repossessed our car and drove across
the isthmus of Mexico to Teh/uantepec. Here a matriarchal society was

clearly manifest in the markets. We visited balina Cruz on the Pacific coast
6 a s "t .—--— ------- -—- <—-r, —\

and Ixtepec on the Pan American Highway^which continued/»» ^in%e the pri&aSe j 

f Chiap/as^ to Ocozocuautla, Chiapa de Corzo and ban Cristobal Las Casas, &

It was Easter week^wfth cdlebrations by the Chqgiula Indians and othgr indian-1 

tribes const^rfitly goingy on,well ^Ls in/banta p'omingo/in ban Qris^ob0.^. 

yie staye^injban Cristobbl Las Casas ^for the-bgi^gr^T>art -o-f—4 days

ffirie arrived in ban Cristobal on February 8^at the time of fiestas and/da rces 

at the Chamula and Tenejapa^ndian villagesf of which the fire dance at 

Chamula was the most unugnstl when C/n d er^psy-ehie—influence llie Indiana



of -Míe 1 Ll&ííf
a n jjBBÍied^gpeed/not ¿ho^n uut bv/actual perfurwanct train=that~--eh#g'ged

a _speed=

4-4 r
for

We took the bus to Campeche to catch the lapido” bs- Palenque a ñame

implied a speed, not born out by the actual performance of the train
f

along at 15 to 20 miles an hour

5 a

that

-that--chugge d

In the Santa Helene churqh of Xoxocatlajk-We^discovereda^ed haired saint,

a strïcking tin cpuritry.to a la
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K&Xkul In an alleged hypnotic state the Indians walked
bare-fool^and painless \>n a bed of hot coals. I noticed, however, that they

*■ ... 4^4“ • * •
all wore thick^rubber sandals. We stayed in San Cristobal eight days^yisiting

irsj? Santa Domingo^the gffl&fcxBgHadfcgxamil principal and mutst ornate and richly 

embetLished of its churches* and I explored the surrounding country with an
American expatriate f&xxa. guide «who took me to sevefa^?jpanish xxliagaxxand 
—,—~ ' * -tRoV

(remotejjthdian villages^including^the shy Lacandones 

that siblings marry.

so reduced in numbers

We drove to Oaxaca on the 18th of February and stayed until March 15th,
•f cthe longest permed in one place of the entire trip. There are many churches 

te—escupy tts -stgain^fW church
in Oaxaca of which/Santa Domingo/is the most fapous,

s""’ (.•£ X ' one day peters
but we 4s£ent aulhtnfcime ^lsq^) in the markets^where I was pelted/with xdnxitixs 

by ) 7. ,
Xsrxphskpxxxpkx.xjg a vegetable vendor, who dicjinijs want Jo be photographed.

We spent many days driving around the neighborhood of Oaxaca to villages/which 
smallest beautifully apparelled images of the saints

the/ churches often containediXxqjsxxikRXKpxiEXXxAiJitixXiiExxixjtfeexkkXXStkx^a^xiiiii^A

sxrexefcxxx&W$x:&£ ttiftrl~Tgradrsfceuching manifestations -of dcvotit -to

^xxsKXLilxSndxaxxkEixjisxxxxixkiuexxxixiiKxxxliLiflxxkex thejsaints. and (exquisite_____ ,
representations of biblical event§). Especially notable were the churches in 

~~ ' " toVo'f’ o p «- O-
ban Felipe, Huitzo, Talacochattuaya, Matatian and Xoxocatlan. In the Santa Helene

church in Xoxocatlan we photographed a red«-haired saint, a shrieking feature 
* -4**»t ¡A -VLt C««) o te pec

for a latin country« In onje~_remote -and—unidentified -villa-ge- churefe the saints , 
it-- ~ --------- „-------------- - <2 vevHl'C'J'iiA /

were £xkxkbM clothed with (apparently!such loving and lavish care that^we asked 

the priest for permission to photograph them^which he willingly gave us, but- 

when we returned the next day^we were confronted by members of the congregation^, 

who refused to let us photograph in the church even when3 we said the priest had 

given us permission, ^e does^idt own the church they said, we do." After pleading 

with them and expressin admiration for the beauty of the images^they relented, 

permitting us to photograph a ^feX^e 1 ectedj saints . While we were^abdut 

they watched to -be sure we didh°t behave- irreverenti-y. we also went farther 

afield to the earthquakes&ruined cathedral af Cuilapan and to Yanhuitlan a’V.d, of
fH

course,we could not resist giving time be the pre*columbian ruins of Mitla and 
Monte Alban.
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®J4XXkKXX»iHXRXtHXiitBEXKHXEX±yxaf±EXXaiinEX±xXKHXi!lHiaihXXXHXXHHXllBXHXMEXXE0

w®xpaxxKjixXaxxaxxa8kxxxxXxaijia 
last

On the £&£&& stage of—oar return to Mexico City we stayed in the 
vicinity of Puebla for a week^photographing many of the churches in the 

Cholula area that we had only briefly visited two months before on the way to 

Vera Cruz.’ and as a final digression XeXbxe we drove to Cordoba on the southern 
highway to Vera Cruz. We arrived in Mexico City «^Easter weel^whej âll the 
churches WBxaxxRXBXxBkx(Religious services were~~*being conducibe5^g.nd we witnessed 

the Easter service in Acolman on the first of April.4 From Mexico City we made

excursions to Chernavaca and to Pachuca^where we visixed Atotonijco el CranHo 
\ - -—-——~ ~ q s p e nt^ a

in fr<3-n^°f the church> jAtTepozotlan wW9©uutMk 

the golden interior of the church.
7 ;—-—------------- -—xpixxex
uur Mexican journey was drawing to a closeAbut tkBXEXxaxxgKEXlxxtxxExixx 

XEXxxutEhxtExxixit before heading north and home^ XhsxiakBXEfxPaXxExaKEXKxkk 

xXsxhbXxXxxttExmKH there was one part of Mexico we wanted to see. We drove
west, through Morelia tp Patzcuaro .where the lake fishermen are more interested 
in displaying their nateX hixplayxx /
SRXxkEKXRgxaffxXhBixxMxxpiayxHfxRgXx to tourists than in catching fisluand on 

south to Uruapan^which we had been told was of ^special interest because of 

its isolated location,. X^»^XXt^XA»iSxxxxXjWfeXXxxjfcxxXxxj6xx-jaxxxX^x^^xf

• and on the way back to
• wLj t cL,Morelia^stopped to see the Templa de Jesus in Naranja. The last place/we 

stopped to photograph was aix-at »Zacatecas on the highway north from Morelia r Vl«. 
*^n Yuriria a deserted monastery and rational monument, I taek—uu^—las t

pbor tugi-aplt—ei a beautiful ^Guadalupe £Se&eo. By now we had traveled several 

thousand miles throughout Mexico,^visited hundreds of chapels and churches^and 
taken thousands of photographs^^ were eager to leave Mexico. We took the 

shortest route north through Aguascalientes, Durango and Chihuahua to El Paso, 

Texas and home.


	‎\\SAL\Masterimage\Masters_ACM-Archives\Eliot Porter\Box 42\PDF\A2012-009_042_003_0005_001.pdf‎
	‎\\SAL\Masterimage\Masters_ACM-Archives\Eliot Porter\Box 42\PDF\A2012-009_042_003_0005_002.pdf‎
	‎\\SAL\Masterimage\Masters_ACM-Archives\Eliot Porter\Box 42\PDF\A2012-009_042_003_0005_003.pdf‎
	‎\\SAL\Masterimage\Masters_ACM-Archives\Eliot Porter\Box 42\PDF\A2012-009_042_003_0005_004.pdf‎
	‎\\SAL\Masterimage\Masters_ACM-Archives\Eliot Porter\Box 42\PDF\A2012-009_042_003_0005_005.pdf‎
	‎\\SAL\Masterimage\Masters_ACM-Archives\Eliot Porter\Box 42\PDF\A2012-009_042_003_0005_006.pdf‎
	‎\\SAL\Masterimage\Masters_ACM-Archives\Eliot Porter\Box 42\PDF\A2012-009_042_003_0005_007.pdf‎
	‎\\SAL\Masterimage\Masters_ACM-Archives\Eliot Porter\Box 42\PDF\A2012-009_042_003_0005_008.pdf‎
	‎\\SAL\Masterimage\Masters_ACM-Archives\Eliot Porter\Box 42\PDF\A2012-009_042_003_0005_009.pdf‎

