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en the Wildernees Bill seemed to be slanted in favor
of its opponents, It is noteworthy that opposition to the bLill comes
from wellw-crgenived, economieelly interested groups that are concerned
with the exploitetion of the naturel resources of the United Sjates for
private gain, Ghese orgenizations include farmwers, live-stodk breeders
associations cnd lurbering and mining interesbs, ail of which represent
a pinority of the people of the western stetes not to mention the country
ag a vhole, » contention of thepe crganived groups, which wes given
full press coversge, is thet publie lends will, by the torms of the bill,
be removed £ necessery public uge of flood contrel and water-shed
protection end thet 1t would repeal tiwe policy of wultiple~purpose use
of public lerdge This 1ls not trues It ie an attempt to divert attention
from the exploitation of publie lands for private gain by gpemdonsy these
interestgs 'here the genersl welfare 1s clearly involved the bill does
not further reciriet puklic lend uge, Contrary to its opponents! claimg
the bill recognizes Him rultiplewpurpose use of puklic lands but adds the
further purpose of wilderness prepervations Only 2,2% of owr lends,
including the Mational Parks, which are slready removed from exploitation,
aveag thot are ot pregent pert of the National Forest system and lands
not availeble for Himber cubbing, will be set aglde ag wildernces areas,
No new administrative agency s to be esbeblished, the designated areas
remaining under the management of the agencies now handling theme
rights vill not be interfered with but added protection will be afforded
our Netionel Parks into vhich private interests are constently pressing
for cncroachment,
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The $Hilderness Bill will set aside for the enjoyment of present
and future generations of Americang, to be meintained in perpetuity as
unspoiled, uncomercislized, wexploited primeval lands, some of the most
beautiful and rugged regions of the United Stotese In these limited refuges
wild life will contimue to thrive ag it has for centuries secure against destruction
by greedy end thoughtless ren, Here, away from the raucous noises of civilization,
the wind in the forest, the gplash of mountein stresms and the songs of birds
will sound far and wnconfused, In high meadows alpine flowers will grow in
lush shundence untrampled and wncropped by men's herds of sheep or cattle,
If the treveler to these remote places mugt leave his shiny, hi ed
autonobile to journey on foot or horsebacks he will also leave the
ingigtent demands of his society, Io telephone will disturb his contemplation
of a world untouched by menj no woodcutter's sew will vhine in his earsy no
airplenes will rosr overheady no clemking wachinery will obliterate the fine
sounds of nature., Here he will be free to respect and revere the besuty and
complexity of 1life, pristine and untraimeled, preserved by the wisdom of
men for this purpose.

Yours sincerely,

Eliot Porter




