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People often ask me how I decide XEXKKXX¥XKXKK what to
photograph; or what determines my choice of a subject, and if I don't
make up some rationalization bases on principles of esthetics involving
line and form and composition, and am perfectly forthright about it I will
say I don't know, I can't answer that question. And tKEX¥KEXXIBKXIXK it is
unanswerable because to answer it meaningfully would require such depth of
insight and examination of the forces, inspirations,and motives that have worked
to condition my emotional receptivity since birth

People often ask me how I decide what to photograph; or what
determines my choice of subjects. If I don't improvise some rationalization

based on principles of esthetics and am perfectly forthright I willsay I

do not know,that I cannot answer thg% question. It is unanswerable because

to answer it meaningfully would require such profound self-knowledge, XX such
factors
awareness of all the XEX¥EXK imfiwences that have worked to condition my vy

emotional makeup since birth, that the—vwst—metwork—ofdata—thus—arrayed
trace
to uwntangle the trwees—if influenceSwhich legd to these momentary choices
tangle be
through the vast metweek of data thus arrayed would present—an impossible twsie
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People often ask me how do you decide what to photographj) or
what determines your choice of a subject, and if I don't cook up some
rationalization based on the so called principles of esthetics - form,
movement, dynamics of compostion - and am perfectly forthright a deone
I will shrug and say, that's a question I cannot answer. And it is,gggause
to answer it truthfully and meaningfully would require such depth of self-
examination,understanding of self, and insight that this very knowledge of my
pf—ones—owm motives and inspirations and all the forces that have been at
work on me moulding and conditioning me since my birth would be such an
appalling mass of data that the consciousness of if all arfayed before me like

a vast score board would inevitably destroy my ability to untangle the tracks
of influence that lead to this momentary choice. An electronic computer fed
selected information could come up with an answer but then the computer is
a crude instrument compared with the human brain, even my brain which by now
has sluffed off several billions of XK¥X¥ neurons.

The answersone usually gives to questions of this sort if rationalizatio
is avoided are to refer the matter to ones sensibilities, feelings, emotions,
spirit. But these terms are only evasions; They only substitute one word for
another and get no nearer to the core of the matter than the first shrug. They
are displaced answers once or twice removed, honest enough in one sense, not
rationalizations, but attempts to decieve by replacing one set of recognized vague
esthetic terms by a vaguer set _of subjective XEKXXXXBKXK personal sensations.

But such answers &% no nearer“arriving at a state called the truth, whatever
that is.

But it ig no easier to give a definitive answer to why one acts in
a certain way in anéﬁ?ﬁeld of endeavor than the arts. It comes down, it seems to me
to a question of judgement and judgement depends on what one feelslwhich brings

it all back to emotion. And so we have come a full cycle and are back where we
started,
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People often ask me how I decide what to photograph; or what
determines my choice of subjects. I could improvise some rationalization
based on what I know about the principles of esthetics, but to be truthful
I have to say I am unable to answer the question because I do not know,
Self analasys To understand the multitude of forces that have been at work on a pawe

person since his birth conditioning his emotional responses to the immensely

0ie

complex exterior world - eyenﬁx' copsidering-his genetic endowment - would
require a deeper self-analysis than I believe is humanly possible. TPhe—most
e The human brain, by far the most complex

p
%J { necessary
computer known, iskun&ble o0 coordinate the vast amount of information inxolved

(to such ;n({nvoled juestionOur scientific indoctrination has wonditioned us

X5XEI¥E a meaningful simple answerf. Fe—hove—brer conditioned 8 believe that

analysis if pushed deeply enough will reveal the causes and predict the direction
ﬁﬁng confidence in the scientifi
of human responses. There is some justification for bh%e—ﬁe+§eﬁ\when the responses
process
to be expected are basic to our psychic makeup, but esthetic judgements are not

in this catagory. So all I can say, which is selfevidend, is that the subjects(\a

appealed to me. The why, however, is buried in the vast network of neurons and

synapses that compose t8e human brain and mixzeutwusty from which miraculously

C
arise the mysterious phenonena &f sdlf-consciousness and individuality. £
[ onpid b7 .44// ZL

It is still possiblejsto say a greaj deal about the appeal, and that in
p A Y g PP A’

is what XX¥ g
its broadest sense/l propose to limit my remarks to., Plato discussing art said
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that a work to be successful must be appealing and must be convincing. The

first criterion is not one that appears full blown in the individual. It
YON
develops I firmly believe from JYFmpuhility, from a seed thh Ah;a?ielch person
in a ) /
/ oWt U sas
tﬁ“ﬁnﬂﬁwed/snme in’ more viable form thab ®n others. To 1uta1n its full blooming

however it needs the utmost of tender loving care. No upper limit to the potential

o)
of esthetic Jgpeul exists; with encouragement it will continue to expand XKXEEEKX
Al l) (A o

throughout the life of the individual. Actually the appeal of a subjectAmnd the
thy (hos 0

conviction that ¥4£;elat9e to reality - SubJeCthPAJS_JQ44~1ﬁ obJectlve - are

part of the same thing, the appeal preceeding bhe conviction. First, one is

attracted by something he sees; it could be a landscape or a small detail of nature,

¢nd“he wishes to transcribe this fragmant by graphic means to paper so that

others may vicariously experience KEXXXEXKXIKK pleasure or at least some emotion
success

on seeing his copy. The vatidity of his effort is proportional to the degree

that he has been able to arouse in ¥XKX¥X his audiance a feeling allied to thel k{L«A\
ﬂ though they share a common origin
appeal the real subject 1nsp+¢ed in hime The two Oﬂnf!nn:/nped not, in fact

they cannot, be the same for they a fﬁbaegx/1n separate individuals and

NO\.‘/I_ Ao~
lissimilarity is the definitien of individuality.

[}
In addition to esthetic wppoaglnd inseparably joined to it as a necessary
adjunct)is the requirement that the representation of nature exwrry—— carry with it

convincging evidence of its validity. This does not mean that the photograph

should depict a_reeagnisehle_ebjett orweven.an object XX¥XXNXconventionally with all
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its customary attributes, or even,a recognizable object, but it does mean that
whatever inevitable or intentional distortion is incorporated it must not be

offensive to the viewer. There will be, of course, disagreement on this poin

/s
in many cases. But it cannot be denied that to those who find the distortions
A

Ui comy~o—
offensive the photograph is unconvincéng and therefore with him fails &n i+%s =

attamﬁ%—%&wCommunicute&M}LfkiﬁTi who looﬁﬁfgfiﬂTév?}e< fende ‘then it is a
e

total failure. To those not offended the photograph may be a success. The

point I am trying to make, however, is notthere can be a difference of iopinion

but that the success of a picture ;; any one person's judgement requires that

it appeak to him and convinces him of its validity.

As an example of the kind of distortion I have in mind ,on which a
i{ifference of opinion exists,consiJer a photograph of green trees made with
infra-red light. The scene will hive something of the quality of a moonlit
landscapey ¥%X with a jet black sky, but the X¥¥EX leaves of the trees will be
XEX¥% white as though covered with snow. To some people this departure from
accepted reality is objectionable and ;;rthem the photograph is not convincingj
and not a success; to others with perhaps greater sensibility ot greater

imagination this HIEXK¥XXEK divergence from perceptazble— perceivable reality

is excitinge
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