Iceland lies scarcely fifty miles south of the Arctic Circle

but despite its geographical position the island enjoys & more moderate
tempexature
¥XXXEXX the year around than one would expect by comparison with the

weather of Greenland at the same latitudest The more easterly situation
within the wazming influence
of Iceland flnas it/ofi the northern fringes of the Gulf Stream the &
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temperlng effect of which 'cesudts ¢n@w%nuy_aae—fﬂiﬁy—eummers akthough
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seem;ﬁglg;pjxue**eaily Ret—iR EXCeSsive wintsr .shew., Iceland's posxt‘on
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is determlncé/?x(recently discovered geophysical phenomenon @4‘

movement of ‘'vast|blocks of the Ear»h's crust manxfestnay a suboceanlc
strucuure Q\hn mid- Atlantlc rldge{ whlch extends the entire—tengthof
the»A%ianx;c_ic_tna_Anxaxi;c Sea. Except for a few islands XKEXXEXXdddXk
at ihe northern terminous of the ridge
XKEXEid¥¥ in the South Atlantic Iceland/is theonly part ARXXKEASKd B

that rises above the ecean surface. The ridge marks the line of ,separatioen
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of crustal blocks where suberwustal/basalt XX&WX¥ rises to fill the slowly
XXX Entirely velcanic prsdseaX
widening gap. ZIceland KAXKEXKXENXXXEXYXREXRLAXKYXEKKE whieh- -te<entirely
witich—Ts still continuing
~vetcenic has been gradually ralseu\by this/extrusien process/over a peried _
e
of many millions of year;\
line
The X&X& of volcanic activity which/ mdrks XK ;oughly the crustal
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spreading zone I.es dlangona ly across the-disland frem the newly fxgmed

island of Surtsgy off the southwest coast, through the Westermann islands,
Mt. Hekla and the hot spring areas to the north and east of the volcanae,
and on north-eastward to the moon-like landscape known as Askja north of

Along
Vatnajorkall, the largest glacier of Iceland. /Thls zone are found many ef

geological ,{A)J’ Neel
the XXX strangest juxtaposed/features of the @baﬂtry g;uﬁed by awesome
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events originating|directly \frem intense volcanic activity.
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The beauty and attractiveness-of Iceland, however, is noqconfineﬂ

&
to its volcanic phenomena.. exgnizhgugh its mountains are—all cemposed of
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ignious rocks spewed-up- during- Husx—agas,@ux —of the hot substructures ef the

earth.'ﬁlceland is clothed in amtic vegetation/ wherever plant life has become

e;fgsiished. The trees are dwarf KU¥KX#E and stunted species—ef wilioqs/




birch¥and evergreens. Tundra covers much of theinterior. Wild flowers
belonging to XK¥ arctic and alpine species proliferate here in the

summer months.fQWhat agriculture Iceland sustains is carried on along
)
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the narrow southern outwash plains of the glaciers, and in the wide

vallyes of the north where paradoxically the weather is more clemant
farmlng
than on the south coast. A-z/é% nutricious grasg is the thLf&prnduct of /

i —
which is mown for hay to feed live stock = A—ﬁ%%;;btrlxlng feature of
Messes<are—a mnst . ¢ are
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Iceland iﬂ—fﬁﬁ—ﬂbvﬂﬂﬁéﬁe—ﬁ*—ﬂﬁsﬁj 0ld lava flows everywhere have—beceme

over-grown \gens;de?ﬂ;? By, ” S
dlanketed-with § XKIxK H a5 gray-green ;—sphagoamn—tike Q;;;%ay
“hesr

masses thux resembling sphagnum in its coarsness of structure. Bogrdering
streams, dW below a retreating glacial fromt, and on cinder deposits =ieh
aeguire s M b
wt%ik4&tﬁefi%ﬁ—mubsus dX¥ a brilliant yextew-green gold and emerald greem
A Py
(£rer? the mineral r¢chness=e{:3he soil.

Ere afflnlvles of Icelandsfre with the sea. Its rocky cere sprang
from theocean depths in a prolonged fify birth that continues to this
day. Its plant life came to it as voyagers from the continents tou the
east and west. Of mammal life it claims scarcely any of its own; what it
acquired was brought there by its first human visiters little more than
a thousand years agoe. But its closeness to the sea is—expressed finds
for which
ultimate expression in its sea bird population #me% the surrounding
fish-rich waters provide a lasting source of food. Puffins by the hundreds
shearwaters,
of thousands nest on Icelands cliffs together with fulmars,and -kittiwakes
skuas, glaucous gulls, and kittiwakes i
whose numbers seem smald®® only by compariseon. Aretic—terns J#& fiercely
O-onlee A
p&gﬁitiSé arctic terngehere—the colonizef the low coastal plains which tpey.
in considerable numbers and varieties tagt
share with shearwaters and skuas. GShore birds arrive in the spring/frem’
Europeiaﬁﬂ-ﬂ$f§ei fewer from America. The small numbers of land birds
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that have established a mlgra&ury route to Iceland ail»;ome from Europe,
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