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Medicine was a science that I came inte indirectly
frem a primary interest in amother field. I did net choose
to study medicine, as many students did - but net all -
because of a professed dedication te humanitarian ideals,
I toek itup as a legical sequal te an interest in chemistry,
which had its inceptien in HighScheel under the inspiratien
of a teacher whe intreduced me te Sllssené CHreative Chemistry,
at a time when the beundaries between the sciences were
beginning to be blurred by over-lapping areas of invelvement,
The mest exciting advances in chemistry during my undergraduate
years were, so it seemed, being made, net in pure erganic
chemistry as suggested by Slessen, but in the chemistry eof
bielegical Frdfé£gég functions. To enter this FfigXd burgeening
field, a knewledge of bielegy and physielogy was essential and

alleviate
so 1 decided that I must go te medical school, not te dd/dddd
human suffe the better truth through science

35 waabas Sut FdddY te pussue i/a(«z’ie’v(ﬂf’;{d/ddzfs’e’i/id

‘-« ﬁ\ e
which-the-quest-fer truth-came=bhefore wealth. Thus I was énoug

ccnditioned$by idealism te be shecked during m ;zi:gear in

medical school whéwrsome of my classmatesy*&l isgcissing their
reasens far dacid;ng—%a—become—doe%efaqfrankly admitted to
choosing medicine agSg:g;nﬁiié§_131§212:;ch, Looking back

on those post-Werld War I boom days I can understand new that
with se many peeple primarily precccupied—with money,,it was

inconsistant with the temper of the time
not #{idddd that students of medicine should likewise be

fgﬁzgéisd_%yixhla cencern.
EYgL/#ir¢é From the beginning ef memery another
influence has parelleled the birth and development of my
fascinatien with science., Having a content of science alse,

the-precedant




this precedent absorptien was however heavily Ig#dgd weighted
;;t;h:motional and artistic A4g¢F£££ side, the latter bearing/f#
fruit only years later, whereas the former was manifest early

by an attractien te nature. As a child all living things

were a source of delight te me, net expressable or even
understood in this term, but £f¢f were tremendously attractive.
I still remember clearly some of the small things - objects

of nature - I found out doors. Tiny petato-like tubers that

I dug out ef the ground in the woeods behind my house, orange

and black spiders sitting on # silken ladders in their webs,
stcky hickery buds in the spring, and yellew, filamentous
wikhhazel flowers improbably in Nevember.are a few that I recall.
I did net think of them as beautiful, I am sure, or as wondrous
phenomena of nature, although this second reactien would come
closest to the effect they produced on me., As children do I
took it all for granted, but I believe it is not an exaggerstien
to say,XN4L/1/1dxéd/LVéw/4LL judging from the feeling of
satisfactien they gave me when I rediscovered them each year, £
that I loved them.

About this time I developed a capacity fer observation
that has lasted all my life: a capacity invelved with the
natural world, but deficient in other areas, as for example
in regard to people and cities or the interioers of houses.

Thus my wife could change the deceratien in our living reem

and I might net notice it fer weeks. But out of doors I
without tryin engrossed with nature.

saw a great deal and A#ZEUXAYXY became Médtﬂﬁéd/ﬁi%ﬁ/#ﬂ#

ALLifILiES Very soon my attentien was drawn te birds, a

very commen interest, but in my case the focus Ejf sharpendd
e G

through ny3:504e~%tfe and/dzrected away fruthollecting te

Wﬁ“‘“ aﬁgoutngwbxrds and later te phetegraphing them. Butterflies
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were alse a preeccupatien which took the form of cellecting
also
until it became sublimated/in pheotegraphy. But I never

considered making a career in natural history, these interests
being only a background in my life until years later they

preempted my attentien,

Entering medical school is an exciting experience.
an entirely
Suddenly you are cenfronted with a whaolly new g££/gf peint

of view towards bzolngzcal phenemena. Biolegy deals with
living processes cﬁnhéxninnghlch the student Qi:p*S an

objective attidtude r~.1:u:i is encouraged te adept this~ntt1dude'
= o, With

because he is observing a world outside himself ia which he is

not persenally involved, and is a better observer in prpportlnn

has no persenal involvemeﬂt \ﬁ pretozooan, an 1nsect.\at! L» 7

’],' 5

plantg, an amphlb;an, and even a mammal is a creature towards
which there is little difficulty in assuming a cempletely
detached attidufie, But as seen as he begins te study the

human bedy, whether gressly or histelegically, he finds himglf
N (L_,\Y\A intef@ fantastic werld ide ([ felwld >

&nt—l oking through a newly opened windew/but into a m;rrtr

where he

Ard/VE sees LHELE only himself. A degree of objectivity

towards oneself is certainly passible though en a muc? A
o U

different level Z£/#f/ from that towards the worl@fwe peruse L1 410

beyond uurselves.' Te attain certain kinds of self objectxv;ty
/ 14«\»/‘
requires Iifé416rg for some life-long effort! i’ ever“ The

traditionally hardbeiled first year medical student is only
protectlng with
encasing hims2lf.in. a,shell of not too impervious cencocted

out of his very vulnerability. But net only is he threwn

5 S
suddenly face to face with hlSzﬂJgﬁal_dey, he is subjected
of

to a view of all its mal-functiens and /the disease processes
wholly

which may/cerrupt it. This can be quite a shack,[yhil‘
(e “ 0
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high adventure
it-is—an-experience- which carries him aleng like a cresting

wave over many ZEgfE/df submerged reefs ef 44d¥#( apprehension.

Soon after enting medical schoel I met a man whese

influence on my life lasted for over a decade was more prefound
more than

than my highschool chemistry teacher,ff# any ether human beings
it for

except my father and motherj;and/lasted Wg£¢/£H4f a decade. He

was Dr, Hans Zinfisser. Every one of my generatien in Harvard
was-—-the significance-of
Medical Bchoel knows whe Dr., Zinsser was, what Wg/did/ public,

Rits -professienal-tife Wikl end what knows the significance ef his

professional life as a bacteriolegist and perhaps as a writer
has experienced
and poet, and KAgy¥#g the impact of his brilliant teaching en

St fon e i e o A
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second year students, but ne one knows what he did for me except

ey

myself. I was subject te all the ether influences he exerted

e
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through his dynamic persenality on the other students but much

more besides. Painful as the process ¥# eventually became, J2

o
[

>Lv4

Dr., Zinsser brought te focus within my mind and conscicusness

{

a clarification which made possible a self-appraisal that led

AN

te an understanding of my potentialities and aspiratiens, Bu®

Ve g I

This was a by-product of his intent and hence was difficult

for him te accept, but was a gift te me for which I #¥ shall

!

be forever grateful., But I am grateful to him alse fer the

e Cﬁé

greatly expanded outlook he made possible for me, for Kif the

e

fLidhdEnig{/dfd advice which I did not always fellow, for

i

his understanding, and for his friendship.

5

In two years I get to know Dr. Zinsser very well,

I was persena Brata in his house en Beacen Hill and en his
( = —— U\ as ene ef
farm in Dever at any time ef day or nighty’ I was welcemed'Afitp

p
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his family, and in fact he later told me that he loved me like a

V (o<

A

sen, ~ His leve I returned with affection and the greatest admirsion

\
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G}/nevertheless
BLk it was a respanslbt}lty t;zf wizghedtheav1ly q&y{f ztwbimgs.
sk b oo 2 romantic ol
In many ways we were allke( He was afl #X£Fdné 1dealzst in his
lives
personal and professienal A4f4, which I welcomed as a confirmation
“fhe light of
o ~f of my own feelings. But/remance in humnn relatiens has a way
& l&jﬂt/ S iy
s %l T of losdng zts/brllllance aégggéttllng down,k}f one is lucky) te

,% B ﬁ,(Z\ wi @& warm glew. Dr, Zinsser knew and accepted the 1nev1tab111ty
: { growth and -
iﬂtla-ﬁ/‘ }[:? of this kind of/maturing ‘being possessed

a sublimatien of b,
of an incorigable egavée—had~ta— ; ‘QynostalganLatﬁ}

i/tdﬁéﬁ#ﬁ~£he—cnte%%eetﬁ1i—fﬂmince~e#—seﬂmnnrmhteh—hm&*nah—

/x[ «3imitss the limitless intellectual remanticising of science

\,"’W

nyxwas inevitable and necessary. Moreever, his drive far scientific
RN 3 was manifest in hisxtalk
Lo 4QTT’ )t é”ﬂy fulif;lment—bee:me—t&moaﬁ an eobsession -as—he=fwtiked about
is
= Lﬂﬂ’“\t;t breakthroughs 1n/research and in that of his assoc;ates, _Research
l {Lv‘t "bv\»mv(-« Yo v l\ a ;k(‘u—»( i Ao ded oo flpn A ——

is motivated gane:al}y 4n—¢uaj§;£$e¥entﬂwiye1 b&;a—meticulousé}

pa;nstak;ngl- evem ploddzngs- BEALEN/f6f gathering, ef—infermation
WL

frem which a construct ef a s;tuat;nn or a phenemenen can be

built; or by #f inspirational insifbt which initiates gXgéfin4

expergémentatien, The twe appreaches, of course, complément

one anether, but Dr. Zinsser, because ofhis romanticismyattached

great value to the latter as inseparable frem the creative

process by which the great disceveries are made.

gone to
Having gAfg£éd medical school as a step IA/XWE

Aitédtidh/6f/ aleng tﬁé—path ef—a—life dedicated te science

it is obvious that Hans Zinsser's influence should have diverted

me from biochemistry to bacterielegy. In beth sciences

chemistry was fundamental and with developments in immunelegy ,
(1w*;f;as assuming ever greater importance to X/ an understanding

of disease and the resistance to disease. There was an atmosphere

of imminent discevery fW#f during the twenties that tegether




with the encouragement and inspiratien of a man like Zing¢sser

fostered in his asseciates a fevor of excitement. I was fertunate
in being allowed te join the department in a minor capacity
in my last year in medical school and te take up research en

bacteriolegical preblems,

I thipk I can truthfully say that I worked diligently

; Proy K2
g% various*ﬁg%bisms none of which ever developed under my

efforts inte any premise of significant discevery. Inspirational
insight continued te escape me in spite of much encouragement

from Dr, Zinsser and se I pledded aleng with humdrum manipulations
called experiments that never seemed te lead anywhere. A facet

of Dr, Zinsser's remanticism was a belief that a dedicated
researcher woudd loose himself in his woerk te'such a degree

that he weuld soener or later have te b res?zed by his cellequges

n /ﬁw{‘} =S v

frem staryatien amd nerveus collapse. never reaigpd that

Jrco e ) Jl{ ]Z’J e e = 2%52\»\
state of abso:pxioﬂ, though I dld often‘work at nlght
it was largely because I felt guilty net te. And when I teck long
week-ends off or summer vacations I always felt MAAEL his
disapproval. But it seemed worse to me to spend leng hours
and days in a laboratory and get nowhere. I had started with the
belief, which became a hope, and finally dispair that somehow

[T NS A about scientific research
I would discever something . Sofﬁylromanticism[ t last

e sl c 3 =
degenerated inte disillusienment. I was unaZle to starve myself

=

g# nor did I suffer nervoue cellapse, but I did discover that
perhaps I was not cut out fer this kind ef a career.
P
Prubably as solace for my failure at research I began

after a lapse of sereral years to take1photo raph iéiiﬁ and

observe nature again) od &d£"~1; =l
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WY the seeds of my interest in nature had by now taken root

toe deeply and were beginning te put forth their own foliage.
From time te time during this period I had shown my photographic
work te Alfred Stieglitz who had given me encouragement,but
never once had suggested that I contemplete giving up science.
Finally on seeing my most recent ¥ photographs in 1939 he
offered to exhibit them. His was the most sought for gallery

of art in New York,/Ad in the whole western world, for he was the
first to bring the great modern French painters te this
hemishere. To have your werk exhibited at An American Place

was A/AIgEiALELdr4 an horory)E distinction and-s—recegnition -
that oveé:yhelmed me. Under the stimulous ef this recegnitien

I at last decided that I must make the break with science.

I do not want to leave the impression that I regard
the years spent in a laboratory wasted years. Without them
i might never have been able te discever my talents in

photography and art; and without Zinsser I might well have
in which
gone on into medical practice ¥WE£X¢ I might have prospered weil

enough.But I do feel that whatever creative potential I have,
the end of
wlthough one\hevgr\th‘ﬁé/éﬁfi know ¥Hg£L¢ the untried road
i : in medicine
WeEbXd/ddEléd, would not have found/the fertile ground it

needed to bear fruit. Moreever, who could renounce an
a D

associatien that cast £} light/ef self examinatioen on—#gg-him
in the impressionable years of youthful enthusiasms and
idealism. Hans Zinsser opened my eyesrby his expectatiens

honesty
of me, by his personal dedication, andby the g¢fff intregrity

and zest of the life he lived/to my own inner capabilities,




science
Medicine was a .subjeet that I came inte indirfectly

from a primary interest in another field. I did not choose
did- but neot all-
to study mificina as many students But not all did because
ARl

of &a/dedication te humanitarian ideals. I took up medicine
sequal whichnhad its &nceptien in HS

as a logical .sequence to an interest in chemistry/at a time

were
when the boundaries between the sciences ¥#¢ beginning to be
invelvement
blurred by over-lapping areas of interest. The most exciting
so

advances in chemistry ¥/#g during my undergraduate days were,£$

it seemed

##¢ being made,not in pure organic chemistry,but in the chemistry

of biological processes. To enter this figXd burgeoning field,

a knowledge of biology and physiolegy WgFX€ was essential, But

[
1 did was enough cenditioned KBy tﬂ}%ﬂ idealisfit ewtleok teo be
hen

during my in ~ =whe
shocked XKYEA/IA first yearﬂ%ﬁdical &chool/some of my classmates,

were discussing their reaseons for wantiag—%arbecomé’?ﬁctars
.and some of them frankly admitted te cheesing medicine as a
post-World War I ddy£
goed way to get rich. Looking back en these/boom days I can
so many
understand new that with Adé£f people in many activities
preoccupied
primarily -eencerned with money, it was not strange that students
of medicine shoudl likewa8e- be infected by the same concern.
I don't believe that ?iﬁ:intained that I was taking up medicine

to do good in tbe world/but rather to pursue a scientific

career in which the quest fer truth came before wealth.

s B L SR
However, éver since I cah remember I/f#&¢¢ another

intersst has paralleled the birth anidevelnpment of Wy/ELigrtifid
my
IftéLéd€d 4 fascination with science. Having a content of
however
science alse, this precedent concern was #A/F£Wd£idA&L heavily

loaded with #f emotienal and artistic cemponants, the latter

{
bearing fruit enly years later, whereas the former wagmanifest
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finy
by the attraction l.found-in-nature. As & child all living

things were a source of delight to me, not expressable or

even understood in this term, but tremendeusly attractive. I
still rem;Eer some of the little things I $eund eut doors,

small tubers that I dug out eof the ground in the weods behind

my heuse, orange and black spider;sitting en ladders of silk j, v

4l > thready’Wwichhazel e
in their webs,hHIEkory buds in the,Kspring, spring beauties,

are a few that I recall. I didn'fmthink of them as beautiful
wondreus

I am sure, or as appealing phenomena of nature, although this

would come closer to the effect they prua;ced en me. As children
it all I believe

de I took ZMéw for granted but/thimk it is net an exaggeratien

to say that I leved them, judgéng frem the feeling eof satisfactien

thay gave me when I rediscovered them each year. At this time

I f«begﬁn—%a—davelap“E capacity for ebservatien that has lasted

all my life: a capacity conscerned with the gdf/dddf€ natural

woerld out doers, but deficient in many ether areas , as feor

example as regards peeple or cities or the interiors ef houses.

Thus my wife could change the decoratiens in our living roem

and 1 -might-—netnetice—thedifferencefor weeks-when I fanally

noticed it she would say it had been like than for weeks. But

outggoors I noticed a great deal and se naturally I beédme

preoccupied with many kinds ef activities such as bird's nest

hunting and cellecting and- butterflies and eventually the more

sephisticated activityég ef phetographing birds. Of ceurse, in

the beginning my attempts were pretty crude, especially the

photography




In an ungarded moment, when I was asked to
write an article g for the Alumni Bulletin on why I
gave up medicine for photography I agreed. Later
I realized that the article would IA/gAL£/¥¥/4 necessarily
in part be a personal confession ,the validity for which
woudd rest on i igrifi 5

imattachingimportance—te enes—divulgingenes—privatelife
Hosin
the presumption of its importance to aﬂygﬁg:gise- Furthermore ,

consideratipn P u{q—
it would involve alse- £)fif a discassinqu the life of arether,

‘MMM'A"/ L /1"“ L\r Wponplo—
which might also be regarded as ‘osten ipos. I have tried to

Hoin
aveid hhase-pﬁse&b&e criticism# by makéng the accoutt as—
uncomplicated
dizget as—possible éﬂk,4t—aeaassaa&ly_uikt:hnne-to include
some diecussion of humaﬁ—T!iitIWEP ta'ﬁ*tait”ﬁéhﬁtngfui.
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