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17 December 1963

Kr. John A, Marshall
The Association of Heliographers
859 Lexington Ave.
Se» ïoxfc, E. Ï.

Bear Kr. Marshall!

The other day I received, along with en assortment 
of press releases, exhibition notices, and brochures, uhs$ I can only 
interpret as a very indirect initatlon to join fixe Association of 
Heliographers. Before I accept thie invitation to be invited there 
are a few things I would like to know about the assodarion.

The invitation consisted of a mcneographed sheet, 
with your invitation written in at the bottom, giving the etymology 
of the word ’’Heliography" and a short history of its application to 
the purposes of your organization, followed by a statement of purposes. 
The first purpose is stated in a very wordy paragraph which I translate 
to Bean that you seek the participation of photographers with talent 
whose work is both serious and artistic* I presume you think I fit 
that category. The second purpose is to exhibit and publish the work of 
these chosen photographers in order to stimulate public interest in 
their ki nd of photogrrby.

"hat I wonder 1st are the Heliographers not Just 
another group of self-conscious, sensitive young photographers who 
are set on convincing the world that photography is an art? 1 believe 
that only history will settle this question} and as for its being a 
part of our culture that is already apparent. But I am more concerned 
with the narrowness of the organisations aims. To sponsor only the 
vork of its own members is ungenerous and snobbish and will in the 
end defeat its purpose. It could too easily degenerate into a self- 
admiring organization that devotes its energies to confusing the 
uninitiated with wordy, verbose, end meaningless declarations.

Perhaps you will be able to reassure me on these
doubts.

lours sincerely,

Lliot Porter


