Route 1, Box 33
Santa Fe, N, M,

19 February 1959

Dry Joseph A, Baird, Jr,
Department of History of Ard
Univeyruity of California
Davigy, Cslifornia

Dear Dr, Beird:

Through the intermediacy of Mre. E. Boyd Hall
Dre Pel. Kelemen suggested that I write to you about colleborating
in e preject thet I have been intevested in for some time, It
involves the folk expression im Mexiean church art, I became
interested in it from 2 photographic point of view in 1951, In
1955 1 epent 4 months in Mexieo truveling exteneively throughout
the eountry and photographing the deteils of the dnteriors of
churchey beth mall end large, neive snd sophistdested, During
this time I amasged a large collection of color transperencies
(about 3000) on &l kinde of eubjectse Meny humfreds of these ere
of church decoration and stetuery, From zbout 80 of this collection
I nade colr prints vhich bave been extibited in New York and inm the
couthvieut,

Publicstion of & sclection of these pictures has
from the beginning been one of my particuler aims, but color
reproduction costs has remeined until recently & major obstacie.
Last year a Jepanese friend of mine volunteered 1o see whet he could
do for xe in Jepen end had made by the Fime Arts Publiskhing Co, of
Tokyo & beautiful fourecolor reproduction et o cost hardly more then
& high'guelity blaek snd white cut costs in this country, I them
obtained a quotation of $84000 frew the some people for the cost of
reproducing 50 different subjects in color and printing 5,000 of each,
Armed with this evidence that publication costs need not be exorbitent
I went to the Princeton University Press. Their reactiof vas extrevely
favorable provided thet I icould obtdin an suthor to write & scholarly
texte I myself, a photographer, am not qualified to do this, Through
the help of lMrse Hall, who will be glad to vouch for the conpetency
of the photography and the originality of the pictures my search heg
led to you. Uould you be interested? Of course you should see the
photographs before camitiing yourself and therefore I would like to
send you an altum of prints which will give you a much clearer idea
than words what this project inwolves,

Earlier this month I was in San Francisco and tried in
vein to locate you both in Davis and in Berkeley. You were awey for the
intertern periods loping that we can work something out by correspondence
I eagerly aweit your reply,

Yours sincerely,

Fliot Porter




