





ioute 4, Eox 33
Santc Fey N, Mo

11 Felruaery 1961

e Sylvecter B, Kelley
Herverd Medicel School Alumni Office
25 Shettuck Street
Boston 15, Massachusetts
Deer Ir, Kelley:
To the extent thet I am taldng the trouble to ensver

your chiding, irpersonsl corzmmication I cclmovledge your claim on my

attention,
In 1939 I geve up medicel science for crective photogrephy,
rtunctely citucted thiot roney-ncliing wer not ¢ predominent considere
A
L,

Wil 2

one &re soon Cestroyed, end thc

obligation to pursue, if he cany his genius vherever it mey lead vithoub

recoynition. I co not presume to
Judge iy ovn crective originelity, and I mist confess thet I heve been
only rcderately successful in living up to this principle, Iowevery I Lave
P

not lived the life of ¢ cdiletonte and heve not dregged ry feet in this
occupation but have worked ot it herd and contimously €11 these yeers,
The success I have otteined has core to me largely wnsougkt in recognition
for the merit of wlict I lieve been cbleto dos It cannot be meccured in
meteriel terms. 17y life has been & heppy one and I have no regretse It
uey be said thet my expensive education wes 2 vaste, but vlio con sy vhe
I might heve made of my life had I not gone to medieal ochool,

I hove five song who hi into young men of
integrity and individuelity, They Love €11 bee are coing through
or being prepared for & college or university educction. Inteept for my two

received some Go I, &idy, I heve p the cost of their

education, The three younger boys are ctill in schocl and collepe,




I sent them 211 to privete secondary schools, not because I disapprove

of public educction, bub becsuse the public schools where they heppened
to live were poor. Iieedless to say 2ll this education hes cost a lot of money
and is costing more all the times I have only modcrate means - the last
few yeers ry income has been in the neighborhood of {8000 - and heve been
peying school and college bills out of savings and cepitel which will be
exhausted by the time ry youngest son gets out of collepe, I think this
is the most vorth while use I could put ry resources to, Feople vho have
ne vey of lmowing vhet my finencial situation is heve & wey of telling me
how I chould spend rmoney and who should support. Cbviously, I
Lave to neke & choice between the requesic & I receive cnd have chosen
not to contribute to endowrent crives end alwrmi funds, The couses thaet
I feel have & higher demond on 1y means end gencrosity are those more
closely involved with the points of wview vhich I hold, and heve expressed,

end fror time to time have been cctive in supporting, I do not nean,

however, thet theee purposes cre rore importent then those involved with

ationcl problems; the letter in tle long-run nsy be more irportent but
Jong~run choicess

hope thet now you will be z2ble et least partly to

v refusal to contribute to the Hervard Medicel fchool Alwmni

Yours truly,

ILliot F, Porter
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