2052 Galveston St.
San Diego, Cal. 92110

Dear Dr, Porter:

1f you have a moment, I have two questions--one of some significance,
the other probably not,

The first is, how do you react to having your photos cropped in
reproduction? I'd bet you're not for it (except perhaps in cases
of electronically triggered bird photos, or some other case where
you didn't work out an exact composition laboriously). What I'M
ing is, how far do you fedl an ¢ ners prerogatives
rightly go? In effect, to crop is > and re-photograph,
i ight frcm several standpoin But do you feel
1d resist allowing someone el ta
ork?

. ork, Rather I've seen
an awful lot of published work that looked pretty awful as a direct
result of what simply seems to be a passion for meddling with images
without any ) 1t reason on the parts of several editors, I recall
reading of § urging you to "de-woolly" your early work, I
think I have some i hat he meant, and if I nderstand correctly

eant by the difference between a®” "wooly" to and one that
it brings again the question of taking pieces--that may of
ut of photos that, taken as a whole, are not)

t struch e e ins E 1 picked it t S your
Sming, whérein most, if not al he horizontals had been
o knoy can sometimes 1 involved
a ce1 n ph , exactly as you ws I'm

to

t

explo

econd question is more 3
a2 Repro-Claron lens? Reproclar ere the t lenses I bough

ere light, and I d need high speed, Since then I

ht and used dozens s for my 4x5, and the sharpress
of the Reproclarons h steadily dimin ¢ in o - 1atio (I am assuming
you do use one or more Reproclarons--=I re it in Moder t and several
of the photos in both the Galapagod and Baja books wh 1 only
describe as a 'reproclaron' look,) Which I suppose is my question, real

uz:

#1
thes

I found the Reproclarons did give an unusual rendition, a kind of soft,
vibrant color, traceable as r as I know to slight blue absorption in
the lens and outrageous amounts of longitudimml chromatic aberration, Is
sometl 7 of this unusual rendition what appeals to you? Or do you use
the lens because it's very light? O: you ! -picked one that
seemed particularly good?
of a lens nut, Currently I'm ecstatic over two
lenses I've ever used, if
rough, Both on film and on an optical bench, they
s. But I have been stung often e igh to believe each
at individually, so my curiosity 1 E 1t you/
a special reason for it?

very best to you,
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