Route 1, Bﬁx x|
Santa Fe, “ew Mexico

January 8, 1960

Mr, James F. Mathias
Associlate Secretary
John Simon Cuggeuheim Memorial Foundation
551 Fifth Avenue
New York, New York
Dear Sir:

In accordance with your suggestions of September 11,
I am applying herewlth for further assistance from the
Foundation for the purpose of photographing in color the

Wood Warblers (Parulidae) of the United States. Since I

held a Guggenheim Fellowship in 1946 for photographing birds

in color I have been especlally interested in this family of
birds and have photographed 29 of the 53 species that breed
in the United States, and Canada., It 1s my aim to photo-
graph as many as possible of the remaluing 24 species within
the next ten years. My reasou for undertaking this project
is my belief that birds lu their breeding habitats can be
portrayed more accurately, in more detail and more informa-
tively by photography than by painting; and that even with
all the photography both in color and in black-and-white that
has been done in the last two decades the warblers have not
beeu well photographed.

The accompanying album contains examples of all the
warblers I have photographed. They are arranged in the order
of the A. 0. U, Check-List of North American Birds and are
listed belows
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Mniotilta varia: Black-and=white Warbler

Protonotaria citrea: Prothonotary Warblzr ml Lo ey
Vermivorza pinus: Blue-winged Warbler M. ——e (255

Vermivora celata oresterat Orange=-crowned Warbler.v Mo e
Vermivora ruficapilla ruficapilla: Nashville Warbler rl Je S
Vermivora virginiaes Virgmia'a Warbler A« [ (75&

Vermivora luciae: Lucy's Warbler A~y /M (45
Parula americana: Parula Warbler M. J—= ityys
Poucedramus taeniatus arizonae: Olive Warbler y = AT
Dendroica petechia aestiva: Yellow Warbler mcl [« m, Mo |8 1Y, M Jeks
Dendroice magnolias Magnolia Warbler Me JArrys | Wi e 1253, 1L Jrstis
Dendroica coronata coronata: Myrtle Warbler M., lw. /v¥s
Dendroica audubonl audubonit: Audubon's Warbler Nt lia 9c4
Dendroica unlgrescens: Black-throated Cray Warbler né )< (16
Dendroica virens vireus: Black-throated Green Warbler i. /
Dendroica fuscas Blackburnian Warbler p ¥ F9L8
Deniroica gracise gracises Crace's MWarbler A<, f—e @7 . ..
Dendroica pensylvanicas Chestnut-sided Warbler b }x(153, " =
Dendroica kirtlandii: Kirtland's Warbler ML 1% (747

Dendroica discolor discolor: Prairie Warbler .y [-e(i¢, }‘gf“ﬂ
Dendrolca palmarum palmarum: Palm Warbler W/JL } 2 (955
Seiurus aurocapillus aurocapillus: Ovenbird MH L e (153
Oporornis tolmiei monticolat MacGillivray's WarblerNM bt (151
Geothlypis trichas brachidactylus: Yellowthroat M: /< r1
(Ioteria virens virens: Yellow-breasted Chat ) Tel gamits
(Icteria vireus auricollis: (Long-tailed) Chat)

Cardellina rubrifrous: Red-faced Warbler h (74 4 ?Jy

Wilsonia canadensis: Cauada Warbler N # P?
Setophaga ruticilla ruticilla: American Redstart M« [4/Mw:, J5 1248
Setophaga picta picta: Painted Redstart 4+ Mg 1957

e 197

The warblers I have not yet photographed are listed below,

in the A. 0, U, check-list order:

Limmothlypis swainsonii: Swalnson's Warbler
Helmitheros vermlvorus: Worm-eating Warbler
Vermivora chrysopteras Golden-winged Warbler
Vermivora bachmeniit DBachman's Warbler
Vermivora peregrinat Tennessee Warbler
Vermivora crissalis: Colima Warbler

Parula pitiayumis Olive-backed Warbler
Dendroica tigrina: Cape May Warbler
Dendroica caerulescens: Black-throated Blue Warbler
Dendroica townesendi: Townsend's Warbler
Deundroica chrysopariat Goldeun-cheeked Warbler
Dendroica occidentalist Hermit Warbler
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Dendroica cerulea: Cerulean Warbler
Dendroica dominica: Yellow=-throated Warbler
Dendroica castanea: Bay-breasted Warbler
Dendroica striata: Blackpoll Warbler
Dendrolica pinus: Pine Warbler

Seiurus noveboracensis: Northern Waterthrush
Seiurus motacillas Louisiana Waterthrush
Oporornis formosuss Kentucky Warbler
Oporornis aglliss Conunecticut Warbler
Oporornis philadelphia:s Mourning Warbler
Wilsonla citrinas Hooded Warbler

Wilsonia pusilla: Wilsou's Warbler

To continue this project I plan to spend two montks this
year from May 15 to July 15 in Michigan, where I have worked
several times before aund where I har e mauy ornithologist friends:
In the Lower Peniusula the breeding warblers that I have not
photographed are the Golden-winged, Cerulean, Pine, and Northern
Waterthrush. I ghould be able to find some of these during the
first weeks of June. The breeding warblers in the Upper Penin=-
sula are the Tennessee, Black-throated Blue, Conunecticut and

Morning. It should be possible to photograph some of these

during the latter part of June and early part of July; The

Comecticut Warbler, which 1s quite rare, offers the greatest
challenge, but the situatlon 1s not as hopeless as it might
otheiwise seem since last summer some of my friends were able
to locate a small breeding colony of these birds. They did
not fiud any nests but hope for better luck next summer when
more of us will be working together.

Much of the time devoted to bird photography is speunt
hunting for their nests. This is especlally true in the case
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of the warblers whose nests are small and usually well con-
cealed. If T am granted further assistance I shall try to
eungage a young, enthuslastic ornlthology student as an assiste-
ant. His help in finding nests will be invaluable not only
because more nests will be found and more opportunities for
photography made avallable, but alsc because he will free me
to some extent for the actual task of makiug the photographs:
He eould help me greatly too with the setting up of my equip-
ment, which is bulky and heavy, and wibh the building of
scaffoldinge and blinds and other such jobs. With the help
of au assistant the number of years required to photograph
the remaining warblers should be greatly shortened,

Aside from the rew species I hope to find and photograph
next spring in Michigau, I hope also to have time to re=-photo=

graph several I have done but not to my satisfaction. In=-

cluded amoung these latter kinds are the Prothonotary, Yellow,

Kirtland®s, Palm, Oveunblrd and Yellowthroat,

To photograph the remaining warblers on the list it will
be necessary to visit other parts of the country on subsequent
years. Thus, for the Teunessee, Cap May, Bay-breasted, Black=
poll and Wilson's, northern New Bngland aund southern New
Brunswick and Ontario are probably the most favorable localities:
For Swalnson's, Worm-eating, Yellow-throated, and Hooded warblers
the southeastern states will have to be visited; while in Perm=
sylvania, southern Ohio and Southern Indiana, Hooded, Keutucky,
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and Louisiana Waterthrushes should be found. For the Towne
send's and Hermit warblers a westeran trip will be necessary,
Southern Texas, the Edwards Plateau anl the Chisos Mountains

in the Big Bend are the respective localities for the Olive-
backed, the Goldeu-cheeked and the Colima warblers. The only
warbler so far not meantioned is Bachmau®s. Should the time
come when all the others have been photographed, a special
expedition to the last knowun resideunce of this extremely rare
bird, the swamps of South Carolina, could probably be organized
for study and photography.

During the fourteen years siunce I was a Guggenheim Fele
low my work iu photography has increasingly been in the field
of color. Not oculy have I coatinued to photograph birds
umsing the most advanced equipment as it became available, but
I have also done a considerable amount of work in more general
nature photography aund have been working on a photographic
book of Thoreau's wature writing. For photographing birds I
have used for & good many years electronic flash equipment of
high light output and short flash duration which stops the
almost inevitable motion encountered with birds., I have also
developed for flight pilctures of the smaller species of birds
a photoelectric iripping device by meaus of which plctures can
be obtained whenever the subject passes through a predetermined
space. I was not the original user or inventor of any of this

equipment,
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Where I may, howsver, have made a coutribution to photo=
graphy, in this case to bird photography, 1s in the realm of

aesthetics wherein formulation is not possiblp. My interest

(R s
in nature photography has always beeun more aesthetic than o

selentific and go iu bird photography I have tried to make
pilctorially satisfying pictures as well as merely to obtain
recoguizable pictures of birds. In recent years my work has
beeu published in several books ou birds and wildlife, as followss

LAND BIRDS OF AMERICA by Murphy and Amadon

AMERICAN WATER AND CGAME BIRDS by Rand

LIVING MAMMALS OF THE WORLD by Sanderson

LIVING BIRDS OF THE WORLD by Cilliard

LES PLUS BEAUX OISEAUX by Belvianes

LIVING INSECTS OF THE WORLD by Klots

I have had exhibitions since 1946 of color photography
at The Museum of MNodern Art, New York; Limelight, New York;
The Americen Museum of Natural History, New Yorks CGeorge East-
mau House, Rochester; The Baltimore Museum of Art; The Art
Iustitute, Chicago; Colorado Spriungs Fine Arts Center; Smith-
sonian Institution, Washington. In 1950 I was auwarded & silver
plague for color photographs of birds submitted to the Country
Life Intermational Exhibitilon of Wild Life FPhotography in
Londou. In 1953-54 the Smithsonian Institution circulated to
galleries and libraries throughout the United States a colleection
of 50 of my photographs entitled "Bidds in Color”,
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I nave been married to Aline Kilham sinmce 1936, We have
three sons: Jonathan, 21, who is married awl in his last
year at Harvard University; Stephen, 18, who is & freshman at
Colorado College; and Patrick, 13, who is attending Junior
High School in Santa Fe. They are all dependents;

Ever since I gave up medical sclence for photography in
1939, I have beeu a self-employed indepenient photographer.
For me photography has always been a creative activity in
which I have unever made very much monéy. Since I had an ine
dependent income it has always seemed not justified to me to
compromise what creative abllity I may have for the sake of

money., In recent years my lncome has been considerably re=~

cu?
duced to about & ’faee a year, which is insufficient for the

support and educatlion of my childreu as well &s other acti-
vities and living expenses. As a result I have been using

my capital and savings for educational expenses;

Yours siucerely,

Eliot F. Porter

P, S. I am not at present considering applying to any

obler Foundation for assistance.
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