December 27,

Eliot Porter
%--BOX-33
Santa Fe, New Mexilco

Dearx o orter:

I shall treasure particularly your
words about my HUMMINGBIRD book since, coming
you, they have more meaning than any of the other
congratulatory I have received. 1 have
always admired you; own bird photographs tremen-
dously; in fact I have billed you on a number of
occasions as the most accomplished
living. It may amuse you to know that I went through
the Amadon-Murphy book and was able to pick out your
pictures simply by their quality and without refer-
ence to the index in the back.

0f course I will \

in your project in any way I can but I think perhaps
before pting to answer your questions in detail
I had better give a little more background than I
was able to g in the book itself. I think the
most useful thing with respect to the electronic
flash units is to send you the attached reprint
from the National Geographi Magazl imply because
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