16 Decanber 1987

Mre Bemmont Newbhall, Editer

Image

George Eegtmen House

00 Fast Averme, Rochester 7, N, Y.

Dear Besumonds

Tiow that eolor photographe have twice been published in IMAGE, the
seeond bime with e stotepent by Ansel Aderg assecting 2 negetive
point of view towsrds color photogrephy as a ereative medium, would
1t vot pext be eppropreste to roproduce photogrephs by one who
believes in the areative potential of the mediumg who even more
positively believes that color photogrephy is already demonstraily,
to the sapme degree as bieck and white photopgraphy, e method of art?
The exsmples of Mre Adems' vork published in the Rovember issue
seam to have boen chosen to mpport his atatement thet he has not
secn or produced a color photogruph thet felfills his concept of ike
objectives of exrt, unlces, alternetivelyy his opindon is founded on
his limited experience and creative ability in this activify, I do not
dispute big evaluetion of kis own work which impresses me as being

hardly more then color versiong of typicul Ansel Adsme black ond white
rhotogrephe, He even seess to fall into the tempiation - elong with
his agsociate live Pirkie Jones, exzmples of whose color photography
were reproduced in the Merch issue -« of taking advintege of supers
ficlelly exciiing color to the extent of masking it red = or even going
that one better by meking it Red White and Blue = in lieum of merit.

Beceuse }Mr, Ademg wields & powerful influence in photography, generally,

owing to his domination of the Zan Framciseo sdhool and his techniesl
achicvements it would be a pity to allow this slmost oraculer statement

te stand unchellenged vhen his opinion seems so peienily founded on

lack of interegt, He hag said to meon several oceagions, shrugging

off serious consideration of color photography, that he is mo "eolorist®,

and hag gone on firom there to extole the besuties and ereative possibilities
of ¥is chosen medimm sbout which there is o dispute. As an answer to

¥r, ideme more effective than words I wowld grestly sppreciete the opportunity
of having three or fowr of my color photogrephs published in IMAGE,

Tery sincerely yours,
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