Jan.z9,1969
My dear Carlotta:

I was delighted to hear from you (after all this time) -
but extremely sorry to learn that your last year at the
University was so unhappy. Insensdtive and unimeginz tive
mén Twx like the new Art Deécartment head are extremely
common in the business world - you would not expect to
meéet them in the academic world - but, unfortunately,
they are now in 2ll filelds -and the academic world seems
to produce a particularly vicious brand. A4nd, of course
(speaking of the student who got your job) -the yoheer W
generation today - when they do get ambitious -become
abeolutely ruthless. They will shovwe anyone out of the
way (even those to whom they owe a lot) to get what they
want.. It is a sort of poetic Justive that you were able
to® turn the tables on them, in the case of the Dallas
Public Library. I do wish I could see that show! Failing
thet, perhaps the show could be brought to New Orleans.
I have a friend here - a young photograpder from San
Francisco named Matt Herron - who is going to start a
gallery for showing photos here (something unheard of in
N.Os) -2and I think I could persuade him to show your ex-
bi%it, 1f you wish. But I should tell you that he would
not be able to pay any rental fee - and, @lso, the place
(in the French Quarter) is goine to have an attached
space to play jazz: So let me know,

I 2m very happy to tell you that my sister is in the

Home for Incurables - considered the best place of its
kind in N.O. I was in a terrible predicament right after
my mother died - since there was no posgible way I could
take care of Laura myself, -she couldvéven have been a-
ble to get up the stairs here - and I had to go around
and pester many people -but the case was desperate, and

I was fortunate enough to get some people to talk to

the proper people at the Home. I do to see Laura regulldr-
ly as long as I am in town. If my mother, during her last
53 years, had not so completely exhausted herself waiting
on Laura hand and foot - I am sure she would have lived
years & longer,

Dagny and I were divorced in Nov.58, and we had been sep-
arated some time before that.. I. 2m afraid most of the

fgulg was my own -and 1t hes led, since about a year ago

sltuatlon where Dagny does not want me to see Karen

“8nd I felt tpat 1t would be harmful to Karen to make



a fight over it, But it distresses me deeply not to be
abke to see her - Karen 1s now a lovely and very intel-
ligent girl... In looking back over my merriages, I now
realize - when 1t is too late - that, subconsciously, I
wanted my marrlages to fail - I did not feel that 1%

wae good for me to be too happy. It boils down to: I
sacrificed everything to my work - including my personal
happiness -but I also hurt others, and this is the thing
thet bothers me the most.

And 8s to my work: belatedly (at 63) 1t is now getting
somé recognition. Thanks to the help of Henry Hopmes
Smith {of Indiana University), my whole Negative Collec-
tion (which now runs over 17,000 negatives) is be ing
taken over, for preservation, and future use, by,the
new Photo Center of the University of Louisville,Hy.
I hold all Reproduction Rights until my death, But after
thet, pictures will be available for use by people doing
research and books, etc. Quite a large sum of money will
be paid to my 3 children over a period of 6 years after
demise, While 8 small sum of money will be paid to me
for 5 years - after they get the negatives. But as part
of the contract, I must transcribe, on the typewri ter,
all my hand-written Note Books for all those negatives -
one slip of paper for each neg., to be used to meke In-
dex cards. I hzve been working on this since last July
- and thls 1s what has turned into 2 nightmare, It is
taking me a great deal more time than I hada thought -
and the problems are innumbrable - also I a2m doing many
things for the Univepsity (such a@s Cross Indexingj which
I was not supposed to do. I am furnishing more than Jjust
factual data - because Henry hes werned me that if I do
not give complete accounts of my pictures -that others
will make up their own interpretations after I am gone,
50 I am trying to make this, when finihed, one of the
most comprehensive zamexmks outlines ever made by any
photographen - of how EnswsSFrresessEwr the mind, and
sensiblilities of one photographer - a man interested in
many things (from architecture to metaphysics) worked
when approaching many different kinds of material. I
am not certain I will be able to complete this job just
the way I would like -because the pressures now,on me
are greater.than ever -and,to make things worse?gvﬁgggif
a8 case of neuritis in my left shoulder and arm about 10
days ago -and am typing this in great pain.
But I will have to be here till at least the end of April
-and gossibly, May. Can you possibly make it here before
then??2? 7 Lotk
Please do your best! I must stop, tde pain is
getting too great (Have lots more
can get here% ) V\’C(MNMT»Q&*L. tgwgy 1f‘ you
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