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A Great Story Never Before Told

Hoof Beats To Heaven Anna Ella Carroll and Abraham Lincoln
The Life and Wild Times of Peter Cartwright, Circuit Rider 

by

SYDNEY GREENBIE and MARJORIE BARSTOW GREENBIE

"The great unrecognized member of Lincoln's Cabinet" 

by

SYDNEY GREENBIE and MARJORIE BARSTOW GREENBIE

NO SUCH FIGURE as the American circuit rider is to be found this side of the Apostles. Alone on his 
drooping horse, in rain, in snow, the Circuit Rider trudged the weary wilds, forty-five miles a day, 
10,000 miles a year, his Bible in his saddlebag, a cold corn pone in his pouch, stars the only roof to his 
cathedral, breaking the way across the American continent for civilization to follow.

HOOF BEATS TO HEAVEN is the first in a series chronicling the life of the most spectacular of the 
circuit riders. It gives a day by day record of Peter’s parents and his youth. It tells a gripping story 
of a boy battling his way to triumphant manhood through gamblers’ hells, beset by easy women and such 
hardened murderers as Big and Little Harpe. Peter Cartwright, as depicted in these throbbing pages, 
is Huck Finn with a soul, Tom Sawyer with a great future, yet just as delectably boyish.

“What a book! Not only a history, but a thriller.” Dr. Rachel Davis DuBois, Anthropologist.

“HOOF BEATS TO HEAVEN, while it deals with one of the most remarkable pioneer circuit riders 
who lived and operated in the expanding American nation in the early life of our country, really swings 
wider than the account of one man. Peter Cartwright’s life and journal are really Americana which be­
long to the whole nation. The authors have caught the flavor of the pioneer era, and the reader’s in­
terest is drummed up by the hoofbeats to follow a man of God who also was a man of the American 
people in every way. A story very much worth the telling has certainly been well told.” Dr. Nolan B. 
Harmon, Editor, Abingdon-Cokesbury Press, Member, Ex. Committee, Federal Council of Churches.

“Peter Cartwright, a great man who toiled far more effectively on the frontier than Johnny Appleseed 
and ought to be known better ... is a hero of stature and admiration in the new book by the Greenbies, 
HOOF BEATS TO HEAVEN. They have succeeded in finding and piecing together a vast quantity 
of previously uncollected material about Cartwright, and are putting it to effective use. Their Cart­
wright chronicle is as unique an accomplishment as the Greenbies’ biography of Anna Ella Carroll, the 
genuinely great friend of President Lincoln, but is on a much larger scale. . .

“The Greenbies were deprived of the fruits of their research and original portrayal of Miss Carroll 
when much of the material was lifted by a novelist. Protecting themselves this time, they are telling 
the story of Peter Cartwright in a form that is practically an historical novel. It has dialogue, drama­
tization and background ‘filler’ or coloration enough to make it attractive to persons to whom straight 
biography is less interesting than a novel based on it.” Clark Kinnaird “Parade of Books,” King 
Features Syndicate.

HOOF BEATS TO HEAVEN “is an interesting, hi ghly readable and informative volume ... As an 
interpreter of the age which produced this singular phenomenon in American history, this volume has 
no equal in the realm of my knowledge ... accurate in its facts and refreshing in its interpretation.” 
Dr. H. R. Carson, Vice-President, North General Jurisdiction, Methodist Historical Society.

HOW our greatest President found in his own, and our country’s darkest hour, the help and devotion of 
a woman worthy of him. Only America could produce such a story.
HERE, FOR THE FIRST TIME, after 90 years of evasion and mysterious silence, is the intimate 
story of that little circle around Lincoln with whom and through whom he won the Civil War. The 
queen of this circle was a loveable, righteous little spitfire, with the talents and influence of the great 
mistresses, and the character of a Christian gentlewoman.
THIS THRILLING STORY beggars all tales of queens and kings’ mistresses. Daughter of a Maryland 
Governor, owner of a great plantation, a woman of great charm who held the affection of 50 of the 
leading men of her day, won their respect for her “rare mental ability,” waged a courageous war on the 
enemies of the Union to which she gave a passionate devotion, and devised the military strategy that 
broke the rebellion.

“Her glorious achievements belong to America and the world.”

Beautiful Brilliant Military Strategist Constitutional Lawyer
Douglas Southall Freeman, that 
industrious southern biograph­
er, declared:
“Anna Ella Carroll was an ex­
traordinary woman worthy of a 
great place in American his­
tory.”

“a great book”
Howard Caswell Smith,

Ch. Bd., Appleton-Century- 
Crofts.

“overlooked and almost com­
pletely forgotten ... a remark­
able biography . . . impressive 
show of documents.”

J. G. Randall, author, 
“Lincoln, The President.”

SIR WINSTON CHURCHILL writes to a Carroll fan: “Dear Mr. Barden: Thanks for Anna Ella Car- 
roll and Abraham Lincoln autographed by the authors. I greatly appreciate it.” — “should be ap­
plauded by all,” wrote Ambassador Stanley K. Hornbeck. — “a revelation to me and to thousands 
more,” Burt Brown Barker, v-p University of Oregon. — “Read it with mingled awe and profound 
admiration,” Winifred Mallon of N.Y. Times. — “Should be in all schools and public libraries,” F. E. 
Wolverton, Mo. Department of Education.
“A gigantic contribution to his­
tory and literature —• by two 
really outstanding authors.”
Filson Club History Quarterly 
and Louisville Courier-Journal

“If accepted must result in 
a transvaluation of our na­
tional history.”

The Christian Science Monitor

“From now on historians who 
ignore Anna will be culpable not 
of ignorance but of sheer mis­
representation.”
Dr. Roy P. Basler, in Abraham 

Lincoln Association Quarterly.
Based on 200 of Anne Carroll’s private letters and papers, including letters from President Fillmore and 
several from Jefferson Davis of incalculable historic importance, discovered by Sydney and Marjorie 
Greenbie in a Maryland attic.

A BOOK SO STRANGE AND NEW THAT 10 YEARS HENCE IT WILL STILL BE A NEW BOOK. 
3rd large Printing.



ABOUT THE AUTHORS HEAR THEM TALK

No two writers in America have done more to 
cover the world scene than Sydney Greenbie and 
Marjorie Barstow Greenbie. They have written 
intimately of the lives of the Japanese, the 
Chinese, the people of India, of Australia, New 
Zealand, and the South Seas, and of the culture of 
Europe. They have covered the American hemi­
sphere from Canada to Argentina in fourteen 
books, telling the inspiring and romantic story 
of that “search for a better life” which peopled 
this western world. In pageants and plays, in 
lectures, and in diplomatic missions, they have 
explained our America to the world in thirty- 
three books.

And now, in this great story of Peter Cartwright, 
they are describing and analyzing for us those 
elements in our early history which make us 
Americans a new species on earth and which have 
placed in our hands, in this generation, the 
destiny of the whole human race. Intensely 
patriotic, never losing that glow with which the 
home-coming American first sees his own land 
after long residence abroad, they can explain 
America because they know so well what life is 
and has been outside it. And in this they are 
fitted, by their long experience, to be torchbearers 
for this generation of Americans who, like them, 
have learned to see their own land from the per­
spective of many other lands and peoples.

Sydney Greenbie was Special Assistant to the 
American Minister to New Zealand in World War 
II, and head of the Office of War Information 
there. He was formerly president of the Floating 
University (Travel University or Traversity) 
which offered a full college year of academic work 
to students traveling around the world and living 
in twenty-two countries. Marjorie Barstow 
Greenbie has a Ph.D. from Yale University, and 
has been on the faculty of Vassar College, Con­
necticut College, Mount Holyoke College, and the 
University of Kansas.

She went around the world on an assignment 
from the Methodist Centenary Commission to 
write the Pageant produced at Columbus, Ohio, 
and seen by thousands. It was then that she first 
planned a book on Peter Cartwright.

For an unforgettable club or home event, invite 
Sydney and Marjorie Greenbie to talk to your 
friends or groups on literature, writing, or their 
experiences around the world.

“I hardly know how to thank you for the won­
derful generosity to our Workshop group and 
their guests. It was really a memorable occasion,” 
wrote Elizabeth Borden of Radcliffe College.

And Edith Stearns, of Coconut Grove, Miami, 
wrote: “Friends are still talking of your enter­
taining crossfire conversations. And a guest at 
the party writes that the book has made a great 
hit with her.”

Our season “came to an end with a lecture by a 
man who made exciting the dull subject of inter­
national affairs. He unfolded to a packed audi­
ence of 1500 a picture of the causes of inter­
national friction which sent his listeners home 
with a lot of cobwebs cleared out of their minds. 
... A splendid, splendid meeting, fully up to the 
standard. Sydney Greenbie is all that we desired. 
He certainly showed himself an authority in the 
session.” Director, Daytona Beach Forum, Fla.

“A fluent, frank and interesting conversationalist, 
he has not hesitated to say what he thinks and 
by doing so has removed many misconceptions.” 
New Zealand Observer.

Of Marjorie Greenbie, a member of the AAUW 
wrote: “We were charmed by her lovely manner 
and amusing remarks.”

They are available en route to and from their 
home between Maine and California wherever 
autograph-parties are arranged, and for school 
and church groups.

For regular lecture terms write:

Robert Carrick, 
Penobscot, Maine
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