The Elder Dolls’ House is remarkable in that it was played with by only one generation of

children, who were most careful of its contents. Both house and furniture were made by grandfather
Elder, and his careful craftsmanship is very evident in the gleaming chestnut and shining horsehair
Interestingly, the cabinet form of this house and the discrepancies of scale echo the style of the
earliest houses, the Dutch cabinets of the 17th century. Like them, the Elder House is unusually

serious—a teaching toy, used to instruct the giris of the family in the care of household objects.

The faded drawing room carpet has been covered to preserve it, an enormous piano has been
removed, and dolls of the period have been added to the existing family. Otherwise, the house is

exactly as it has always been—its drawers stuffed with linens and neatly folded clothes, its beds neat

with fat feather pillows and with patchwork—a perfect evocation of its time and place
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