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CANYON D& CHELLY

Bat Canyon: Monument Canyon his & number of side rincons
entering iv from the east and west., It hoads some 15 miles south-
west of its Jjuncture with the Canyon de Chelly at Waite Clay in
the Fort Defiance Plateau. Bat Canyon, a scenic caayon with an
important horse trail, enters Monument Cenyon from the southwest,
1 rile up canyon from the de Chelly-Moaument Canyon juncture.
Called jaa'abani ha'atiin, Bat Treil, by the Nava jos. This
spruce lined canyon, some 3 miles in length, is one of the main
stock trails for transferring sheep, goats, and horses from win-
ter range down into the canyons for summer grazing. it the head
of 'Bat Canyon Trail is found a Navajo ‘aso;xiijih, Putting On Rrocks,
or offering pile of stones and twigs. Hulfway aown tho trail is
a petrozlyph of a horse's head, said by tho Navajos to have been
pecked in the rock in 1864 by Captain Proiffer's men (see CHINLIE,
Canyon Across I'rom The Rock Struck 3y Li_g‘ntning),l Down the trail
and where *ha nanyon starts 1o flatten out is toojaa'abani, Bat
Rock, from wiich the canyon gets ivs nanme. Standing north of the
main canyoxn, this rock-is said to be infested with bats, thence
the name. 4 Choe d5stance north of Bat Rock is &n old stone
Nava jo enzle oz s mile up the canyon from where it joins ,
lonwaent ! 5 A on the north wall are located twe ‘ansasazi
ruins, one feirly good cized,

Upper, O ryon @2 Cl The main Canyon de Chelly contin-
d fibtcs th Lionument .yon for some 20 miles
.. wueahtields Whiskay, sud ¢oyote Creeks
join to 4oy inuc T main ¢ The Nzvajo tradition of the

origin or the vhnle canyon syshem i3 as follews:

"Before thore was the Canyon
stood abeve the plain., A great {ire
blazing. Everything -burned and crack
fire was started when Coyote ask
not want him to have it as he was
so nard that they finally let nim
tried to make fire. Finally he threw a
er f£lint rock and it made & spark and sta
ren away. It burned so fiercely that tr
started cubtting these cracks deept er until the canyons
reached their present depth, This w ter was poured on the Tire
by +%onayailii, the Water Pourer, 5

"You can see when you loox at the ¥ eghd! tocay-—you can see
how the both sides of the canyons fit together".
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