
THE TURQUOISE PLAQUES

At the foot of the stairway near the present entrance
to
áaa this buried temple, another important discovery was made -
two beautiful plaques made of wood and inlaid with turquoise.

Smutty
These are at present cna-aceA in the Museo Nacionál de Antropología 

*r*h^. s t cf Ti 111to-v^. * t*
e Histária de M&xico. these plaques sign;i f j:sd and
how they were used in religious ceremony is not known, but that 

they were highly prized is evident from the manner in which they 
had been encased and nom'-atod place-. Turquoise seems
always to be of great value to the Indian, both in North and 

Central America. The stones used in these plaques probably came 
from somewhere in central Mexico. Gold, silver, and copper 

appeared about three hundred years prior to the Spanish Conquest, 
the gold and silver coming from an area between Costa Rica and 
Panamá, and copper from the Mexican state of Oaxaca.


