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MAYA LIFE TODAY

Throughout Yucatan there are countless villages Which are 
still vwy similar t^ those of oenturiM ago* T3^ houses are 
built of saplings or stones with thatched roofs of pain leaves* 
The streets ar^ bordered by stow walls with slight insets for 
each house* and the wHlsgcs away from the contacts of railroad 
or highway follow a wen defined pattern* Mach family has a 
plot of ground near its house for stock pas two and the growing 
of vegetables* Pigs and poultry are raided but cattle are sears* 
indeed owing to the lack of adequate pasture* The top soil of 
Yucatan is very thin and very stony which makes any form of 
agriculture difficult Sndswd* Indian com is still grown Just 
as it mss prior to the conquest* and this is still the ens 
important food crop of the country^ The forests yield much to 
the natiw Haya in the way of edible natural foods and every 
family has its 'of orange* banana* sapete* and papya trees*
The forests* too* still have a supply of deer and wild turkey* 
and the small atingless bees of Yucatan yield stores of honey*

Water is always a problem and often a village has but a 
single moH for the community*

The Indian of ancient times established the use of many 
nahxral foods* and we are prone to forget how many of oar own 
food prodaete have eoam tow through the Indian* There are the 
four varieties of com* flint* dent* flour* and pop com* The



botanical ancestor of corn la not known and scientista are 

searching to find it. It is believed that corn was devolved 
in the highlands of the Aasrlcsntrc^ics^ This la the Indians* 
great agricultural achievement. Then tiñere are all the varieties 
of beans, eoat^t chi^-pws and brwd bean*) all sqoaahes and 
pumpkins; tomatoes; potatoes; all peppers except black pepper; 
cocos; pineapple; tapioca; vendila; tobacco; robber; chewing-gun. 
The Indiana had also a cotton of a different variety fron core of 
today. The wild turkey was domesticated by the Aztecs, m 

mediciwt^diseov^^andwedcaswra*and<p3dnlne* These 
are aH prodacts of the Western Hemisphere* wed by the Indiana 
before the coning of the Spanish* and were* in sow instances* 
developed to a hl^pi degree*







A SAPLING HOUSE WITH THATCHED ROOF







A YOUNG HAYA WOHAN MAKING TORTILLAS



A NATIVE HOUSE

The interior of the native house is simplicity itself* 
cue end is wed for a kitchen 'shore cocking is dons over an open 
fire* lbs ether end ecaat&ins the hassoocks made native sisal 
twine* beautifully woven* which are the beds used in this hot 
climate*. The hammwka am very wide and owwn stretch out 
full length crosswise in great comfort* The Haya* like all 
Indiana* are skillful with their hands and make most of their 
necessities* Pottery is still made* of course* though oar 
machine made utensils are attained and used whenever they can he 
obtained* A steak of com is always kept suspended from the 
roof and is ground into meal as it .is needed*

The nati&e dress is made of cotton* a simple tunic with 
a square neck and short sleeves* The women make very beautiful 
cross stitch embroidery with thick they decorate their dresses* 
but for the most part they new use machine made strips of blue 
or red floral designs*

The Haya are a Chert* stocky raw with superb carriage* end 
their exceptional grace is accredited to the fact that they carry 
such hwvy loads mthea* heads* By nature they are a happy 
people and their courteous manners are characteristic of Spanish 
Influence* Being bl^llngual in their speech* their voices utter 
equally well the harsh* gutters! tanas of the Indian language 
and the soft cadences of the Spanish tongue*













T3awn^oat northern Y^atan great qnantitlee of Beneqaen, 
or Sinai, iagrownw li^intiwehlefoeoneadoraM^toeofthe 
etate« It la* fam of eentary plant growing to * height of 
eight to tan feet* EwM^taawnonth* three wfonr row af 
leave* are aat* Thweaeeaacriekttotheproeoeaiagplantan 
the plantation on wall flat s^ra* Beretheyerepntthrwgha 
Ohreddingnaohinewhiohaeparateathefiberw, aodeatraotapalp 
and Juiw shlah are ntili^aabr-pmdwta* The green fiber* 
are then plwod an drying raahe in the hot tropieal asm who** 
they enre in the eonreeaT about three heaere* T^ey are then 
baled and aant to narhet^

tan^naeihlthin^ are made iron ^eSenequanflborn* 
smile binder twine aad rape are the ^ief uee*, thew ace Muqr 
other*, aueh a* hmaaoeka, nata, bag*, aandala, and eountleaa other 
artielea.









While automobiles are rapidly lmareaalag in number* in 
Yboeten, one etili eeea these pletureaqae native certe in the 
eetmta*?* li# wheel beeeiew^wi^^e  ̂they three



THE CHURCH OF SAN YSIDRO AT CHICHSN IT2&

with the oowpletden of thaRpani^ Conquest and the years of 
gradual conversion to the Catholic Faith which followed, and with 

the txvuMplantdng of European thooqidi and eoetewn to the sew world* 
now architectural forme arose throughout Yheatam of which thio 

beautiful little eharoh of Sea Yatdrs de labrador io an exasple.
It woo ballt in the eighteenth century very near the pained 

tswplesofChi^^ltaAandiaatpreeautusedbythMMwhìolivs 
hat the isnediate vicinity.

With the ever growing store of knowledge end andeMtteadlng 

of this unique civilization of the past, we of the present saw 

asde aware of a great heritage which belongs tæ the Awerleaa.
That a stone age people rose to such heights of artistic expression* 

preduoed aching so roswn?ksMeaa the thya Calcador* and left 

behind ansh noble ruins of architecture* is an achlewawcntwhl  ̂

ranks high in the civilizations of the world.

ChichAn ItzA* existing for a epan of nearly a thousand years, 

la bat one of the many cities which for centuries have lain burled 

in the lunghe* and it will ever retaaln a adíe stone in the history 

of tbs Maya.
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