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CASA DE LAS MONJAS (THE NUNNERY) 
CARACOL (ASTRONœiCAL OBSERVATORY) 
CASA COLORADA (RED HOUSE)



CASA DE LAS MONJAS

Several of the buildings la Middle Chlchen Itsa were e
built In the Old Empire style, notably the Casa de las Menjas, 
or-the Muer the Nunnery. The name has come down to us from times im­
mediately following the Spanish Conquest and probably has 
little meaning. It Is a massive structure with a wide, deep, 
and high foundation base, and a wide, steep stairway. There 
are three stories to the Monjas containing ten rooms In all.
Three oentral rooms in the seoond story were completely filled 
in to make a foundation for the small third story which was 
added at a later time. In fact throughout the entire structure 
there Is evidence of successive alteration and addition.

Legend tells that young girls who volunteered to tend 
the religious temples, lived here during their term of service.
One from their number was chosen each year as a votive offering, 
and was thrown Into the Well of Saerlfloo. Some archaeologists, 
an the o+hf? believe that this building was simply the
residence of the ruling Itsa. Little seems to be known about 
the Monjas- It stands for what It la - a building of massive 
proportions with interesting and elaborate decorations, par­
ticularly on rooms annexed to the eastern aide of the stain 
building. Here again we find the same lovely lattloo decoration 
so beautifully used in the Temple of the Two Lintels.
e
MOHNhahs



CASA DE LAS MOKJAS mCSì THB ERESIA

Looklns at thè Honjas from tMa point of viaw, tha throa 

atorìoa aro oloarly vialblo^ thou^ thè rmonant of tho tMrd 

ia amali Eadeed*
Cm&mMttwareo^t*n^laad*&^lRlo^Mrg*talltb* 

oagniflcent sculpturo whloh adorna tho !ìaya tecploa, it 
hMWt^mlyìwansH^byìMU^^Ì^wlt^tdìouso^atow tool* 

only, Aw tho Hay* bod ao kaoa^lodgo of meta.l*^ Wìag ìMsrd plooo* 
of llmoatomta foca toola, tbo^HHg)* iSMM.oaaod many groat worka of 
art, executed with akiH, with boldneaa of deaign, and ofton 

wlth great delioacy and subbio ty.



THE EAST ANNEX
Perhaps the outstanding feature of the East Annex which 

adjoins the Nonjas, la the fact that the entire surfaces of 
the building, unlike most Maya facades in Yuoatan, are oover ed 
with elaborate sculpture with no lower ^sone of plane masonry.
It seems as though the Haya sculptors were given free rein to 
decorate, and on thia building more than any other at Chi ehen 
Itza hardly an unornamented surface remains. The excessive use 
of the curled nose masks Is only partially relieved by bands of 
varied design which the Haya used as freely In atone as did 
European artists In their murals and other forms of decorative 
art. The variety of hotIfa used on metdlngs Is extraordinary, 
and In thia Instance seme of the apron-llke courses of the 
meldings, so typloal of Maya architecture, bear decorations 
rather than smooth surfaces.

Almost touching the East Annex is a small building oalled 
w

the Iglesias (Church), just why no one semes to knew, though it 
must be remembered that nearly all Maya buildings served re­
ligious purpose. The people lived In sapling huts with thathhdd 
roofs In the area surrounding the temples. Chichon Itza was the 
religious oenter of the Maya In Yucatan, as Its great temples 
testify.

All of the buildings are made of cut limestone, worked 
with atone tools, and were bonded together with a lime mortar. 
The Maya never solved the secret of the true arch with Its
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OOyt^arehawofoantileVWdaaiga^heMeaehaOMMWaiveatoae 
parotrodea be^ta^R the ooß below it wMl the aaMáh nayroaw to the 
3?oiBt where a singlo atóame oovera the SMoaalaaiaog gapw









CARAC<K, FROM THB IQIRSIA

To thè north of thè C&aa de lag Mania* i* a building of 
jgreat interest - thè Ceraeoi, or thè Chaervatory. The Caraeoi 
(anali) ia doubtless so called for thè spirai stairway within 
thè cireular odifloo. Tt is Imilt upon two gneat pia tforma 
sdth a low, txroad stairway appweehine from thè west. Thew la 

OMyJaìe.^otiwrei3Mn^rtmildÌr^Ìnthenorthwn^heatanarea
— whdeh ie- at Mayapan^and ae thè Tolte** of fatico built many of 

similar design, lt ia beliewed that thè Caraeoi was built shortly 
after thè M%xiaan influenee began at Chich&x itz^. At interrala 
along thè baluatrade of thè upper platfom, incenae bumora were 
placed, whlch were used in cormection with seasonai coremonie*. 

ThefiweswBhereoraioswhioheneireleathei^raeoliatheonly 
oae i^AtsMA&ia thè Maya arsaj ItaeamatrwtiaRlamuMRml 
far thè bottina twai^an. nearly fiwe feet long^ eatands tìaKH^x thè 
wall, thè butt *f thè tenhon be^oming part of ^be faein^ of thè 
laser eireular wall.

The moat remarkable feature of thè Caraool ia thè, narro* 
alit^llke Windows in thè top lookine to thè &at>andi^t for 
these were nsed as Observatorie*. The sun is split in half on 
thè days of t3w snmaer and winter solatie** when aighta from 
an imans ed^a to an opposite outer edge of eewwwf thè orifioe* 
at swotrise and swtset.

The M^ya had obserwd not 0!^y thè rewlntiona of thè sua 
and thè neon, but eleo thOM of Venus and poaaibly othw plwtets



as 'well. T&ey foretold eclipses of the sen and moon wlth 
precisi<m, many e^ theta checktng aocorately wlth cw calcvl&tions 
cfted&y. itmAstbea^ae^bepedthetthleweaM^yoaRtarlee 
before the perfectÜ/m of man, eetrwxaoical koowlelge aehleved
through the t^se of fine Instaroaents.

One of the asst lnteresting bocios of all thoae awllable 
toastedeyeaserittsnbyMshepDi^odeLandeinlS53A. Bat 
1941 The Besbody Hassan of Boston p^lished a fally aimotated 
transletiem by Br. Alfred H. Tbzzar. Bo thls boe^c lalación 1s 

las Cosas de Hwatan^ Bishop Lands otates that the Haya knew that 
the astrononioal yesar ecnsisted of 365 days and 6 hours. As Blsi^p 

Lande retomad te Spain leas than twenty yeam befom the foMaal 
eorrectiím ef the Jalian Calendar by Pope Cregory the XIIl(whsn 

leap year was eddsd^ is it net peaslble that Bishep Lande took 

thla koowledge back to Borope and that the correct time count

sane frwa the Saw World?



THE CARACOL THROUGH A CORBEL ARCH





TBE TE8PIÆ OP KPKULC&3 F3ŒÎ THE CARACOL





THE CASA COL GRADA
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