TEMPLES
IR
YUCATAR

A
Camera Chroniecle
of
Chichén Itzé

by
Laura Gilpin




T0
MY GOOD FRIEND
BRENDA PUTHAM

WHO TAUGHT ME

T0 UNDERSTAND

SCULPTURE AND
PORM




PREFACE

This series of photographs was commenced in 1932 when
it was my good fortune to Join a group of students visiting
Chichén Ttsf, in Yusatan, Hxico., Since then I have hoped
each year to return, and at last in Fobruary of 1946 that hope
was realizeds I found many changes. The Great Ball Court,
which on my first visit was undergoing the process of ex-
cavation and restoration by the Government of México, had been
completed; the Dance Platform had been uncovered and repaired,
and the work on the Mercado had been finished.

This little volume is in no sense scientific, and makes
no pretense of contributing to the ever growing stock of
knowledge of the lhya.” It is rather a tribute to two groups
of peoples First, to the Maya themselves in the hope that
these pietures may convey, in some measure, the grandewr of
their buildings with their beauty of proportion, spacing, and
ornamentation. Second, to the group of scientists of two
nations who have so painstakingly restored and reconstructed
these wonderful temples. Perhaps, too, the book may serve
as an introduction to the profound books written by the many
scientists who have devoted their lives to the research of
the knowledge and accomplishments of a great people.

This series of photographs includes the most importent
temples and buildings which have so far been restored. I




have chosen, I hope, those aspects which best interpret this
ancient city to those who have already seen it, and to present
to others some idea of its beauty and intereste The short
text will, I hope, prove an adequate accompaniment to the
pictures. Ny information has been gathered from the volumes
in the bibliography and from the scientists whom it is my
good fortune to knowe

Dre Sylvanus Ge lorley, of the Carnegle Institution of
Washington, De Cep; eminent authority on the lMaya, has most
generously checked the text to the piletwres, for which I am
deeply grateful. My gratibtude also includes Colonel and Mrs.
P. lartin Brown of the Fountain Velley School of Colorade
who first took me to Chichfn Itz8 and whose interest has been

of great help in the final completion of this little book;

to Mr. Fernando Barbachano of the Mayaland Lodge who was most
helpful and courteous to me during both of my visits; to the
Huseo Nscionfl Antropologia e Histlria de México for the
privilege of photographing the Turquoise Plaques which are
enshrined in the Museume

Iaura Gilpin,
November, 1946.




INTRODUGTION

Throughout southern M8xico and northern Central America
the ruins of many astonishing temples have been found, relics
which reveal the once great civilization of the Maye. Of all
the many Indlan tribes of the Western Hemlsphere, the Maye,
perhaps, reached the highest cultural level, leaving behind
magnificent temples of wnique and remarkable designe Thanks
to the skill of the modern archasologist, some of these ruins
have been repaired and reconstructed. one such group is the
city of Chich8n Ttzf in Central Yucaten, M8xlco, which has now
become easy of access through the development of the Inter=-
American airways.

Yucatan must be reached either by sea or dy air, for dense
and swampy Jungles still guard the southern approaches to the
peninsula. Today, one may either fly or sall from New Orleans,
Havana, or Vera Cruz, = the nearest points of departure for
Mayalande The peninsula, comprising today the states of Yucapan,
Campeche, and the territory of Quintana Roo, is the great hook
of land projecting northward into the Gulf of México directly
south of the mouth of the Mississlppi Rivere It is & lime-
stone shelf, only about thirty feet above sea level, flat as &
table top, with the exception of & small renge of hills in the
southern parte Strangely enough there is no surface wa ter
onthopeninmﬂa,bubbelowbhonmsm,ornoﬂngthrwit.
are numerous undergrownd streams. Occasionally, because of




weak places in the limestons, breaks in(the shelf have occurred)
forming natural wells which are fed with n'oah water by the
underground currentse In ancient times the Indians bduilt
their cities near such natural wells since these were the only
source of watere

Iuch of Yueaten 1s covered with a dense bush or growth
of trees of many varities, and an almost Irpenetrable undere
brushe The climate is semi-arid, for during the several months
of the dry season the sub-tropieal sun scorches relentlessly
while during the rainy months all growth flourishes anew. To
clear land for growing their slender ocrops of Indian corn, which
is the prineipal food erop of the Haya, both ancient and modern,
the natives burn off large areas at the end of the dry season.
The only other extensive crop is sisal, or henequen, which is
the major export of the countrye. 3Sisal resembles a large cenbtury
plant with tall straight leaves from which rope and binder
twine are made., It is native to Yucatan and in recent yeard has
been transplanted suscessfully to other regions. In addition
to the large sisal plantations in the north, the other main
source of income for the people of Yucatan is chicle, vwhich
grows in the forests to the southe Chicle = chewing-gum = is
made from the julce extracted firom the sapodilla treec.

u8rida, the capital, is a beautiful old world Spanish
eity of some 125,000 people, with shady plazas and charming
streets lined with houses po.ajfzm in pale pastel colors and
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made, and these rare occasions must warm the hearts of the
scientists, spuring them on to renewed effort.

The great co-operative undertaking of the Museo Nacionfl
Antropologia e Hist8ria de M8xico, and of the Carnegle
Institution of Washington, De Ce 8bly executed by skilled
staffs of experts in many fields, can only be appreciated fully
when one visits the restorsd temples and compares them with
other fallen buildings as yet untouched by modern hands,
Through such effort and study great knowledge of the Maya is
being gathered and preserved for the benefit of all students
of art and historye

MAYA HISTORY

The origin of the Maya is not definitely known. That
they sprang from some migratory Indians who came to the Westerm
Hemisphere thousands of years ago, crossing Behring Strait from

Siberia, seems certaine. According to the most recent findings
of the archaeologieal world these migrations began perhaps -es
mch-as 30,000 years agoe. The ﬂjiyanta spread gradually over
the whole of Nobth America and eventually worked their way south
into Central and South Americae. It is certain that there were
nomad groups who, living by hunting, fishing, and the chance
natural products of the country, settled in certain areas, par-
ticularly those of warmer climate where they found richer end
—dem




more sbundant foods sufficlent for their daily needs. They
mist have learned gradually to cultivate selected native plants,
and in time developed Indian corn, or maize, which became the
mejor basic dietary food of the Americase Such an important
development made possible the establishment of commmnity life
and with this change came time for increased development and
the acquisition of further imowledge.

The Maya must have sprung from such a group living in
southern lfxico and part of Guatemala. How meny centuries
it took to develop this particular strein has not been determined,
but we do kmow that by the begimning of the Christian Era the
lisya not only existed as tribal groups, but had attained re-
markable knowledge of astronomy, mathematics, and the art of
buildinge They were the only people of the new world ever to
develop an original written languages: thelr hieroglyphic form
of writing, which is baking our scientists many years to decipher.

Perhaps the greatest achievement of the laya was their
clpendar, calculated on a scale of emazing proportions, and
perfected nearly two thousand years agoe They left dated
momuments - stelae = sculptured chronicles of history, of which
the earllesi bear dates beginning with the foubth century.

They were builders of great cities which flourished,
declined, and all but disappeared during the early centwries
of our tims. Thelr firat great city was mm.* built
in the northern part of central Guatemals, and in subsequent




years they spread east and southeast into British Honduras and
Honduras, west into the M8xican States of Chiaspas and Tabasco,
and north into Campeche snd Yucatane The reasons for Maya
migrations %o new areas may be conjectureds It was possibly
due primarily to the increased growth of small bush in thelr
old corn fields which presented suweh strong competition Lo the
growing corn that 1% could not survive, as the laya Jad no
agricultural irplements with which to cultivate thelr crops.
Baothe? possibvitity s that solil evosion-depleted thuthin
$op._soll malking-it-necessary -to-move o nNew areas.

For convenience of study our sclentists have dlivided
Haya history inbto two epochs = the 0ld BEmpire and the New.
The earliest date which has yet been discovered was carved

on a small jadite plaque called the Ieyden Plate which was
found near Puerto Barrlos; Guatemalse According to the

correlation of Haya end Christian chrornwlogles moast generally

accepted, this date corresponds with our year Ae De 320

That the Maya had already achleved a high degree of eivilization

at this early time is ovident when one realizea the conception

and execution of the momments and their position in relation

%o the temples and plazas of Uaxactun, the earliest of the

Haya cltlese A study of the ground plan of the cilty revoals

that the temples, sislae and plazas were built with a

knowledge of the equinoxes end solstlces. These may be observed

by sighting the corners of the temples from a fixed poink, thus
-




making the plazas serve as asbronomical observatories. The
last carved date at Uaxachun 13 Ae De 889 and 1% is known that
new cities were being built both before and after this date.
The 0ld Empire citles of these southern areas are characterized
by definlite architectural forms and the extensive use of stueco
in fagade decoratione

Toward the end of the 014 REmpire some Haya groups migrated
into Yueatan, founding a number of large cities in the northern
part of tho peninsula, of whish Chich8n Itz grew to be perhaps
the most lmportant, Here it 1la owr good fortune to find both
014 and New Rmpire styles in elose assoclation and the
evolution of new forms in building and decoration are easlily
traceds

At the time of the Spahish Conguest In 1527=-1546, there
were in existence countless written books of Haya history,
religious beliefs, astronomy and customs; books written in
Maya hieroglyphs on a tough paper made from tree barke Much
of the history of this ancient race was destroyed in 1560 by
Bishop Diego de Landa, who, incensed by the iaya religion,
orderad all the books to be burneds Three books, or codices,
escaped this calamitous conflagration and are now carefully
preserved in the Musewms of Parls, Dresden and Madrid, and
mich knowledge of Maya mathematies has been gained through
deciphering thelr contents. Some ancient history of Yucatan

has also some to us through native chronicles known as the
—7—




Books of Chilam Balam {the books of the Jaguar Soothsayers)
which were written by Nays Indlans but In the characters of
Spanish seript after they had learmed thalt langusgee These
books contain fragments of history, famlly records, deeds, etce
and have been of great use to historians since their discovery
in the nineteenth centurye. Here, too, is recorded mch about
the ruling families of the country and their conflicts. For
many years the Itzd were the religlous leaders, they were
called the 'Itzf Holy Men'e The xin.* founders of Txmal and
great rivals of the Itzf, later beceme rulers of all northern
Yucatane

Chich&n Itzf was occupled and sbandoned at least twice
during its historye It was probably founded by the Itzf in
As De 495, the first occupatlon lasting for two hundred yearse
Portions of the eity, lknown as 01d Chichdn Itzf, were bullt
during this periocd, then for some unknown reason it was
suddeniy abandoned in Ae De 692 The Itzf moved southwestwerd
founding thelr new capital at Chakenpubun on the west coast
of the peninsula just south of the modern eity of Campeche.
Here the tribe ruled for nearly 250 years, abandoning the city
in Ae De 928. The books of Chilam Balam Gell of the Itzf
wandering forty years in the wilderness before their return to
Chichén Itzf,

Sometime during the tenth century a leader from central
u8xico was brought to Chich&n Itzf and eventually beceme its




ruler. His name was I{ulmlc&n* and he was & Toltec princes Legend
tells us that he was offered as a sacrifice to the rain god, being
hurled into the Well of Sacrifice, and later rescuesde. JAccording
to this legend anyome who, so sacrificed at dawn, survived the
sixty foot drop into the dark waters of the mysterious well
still remained alive at mid=day, he was rescued end given &
positlon of high rank, the Maya believing that the rain god had
thus expressed his pleasure in sparing the victim. vhether or mot
any eredence should be placed In this tale, it is a fact that
Enkulefin became ruler of Chich®n Ttzd towsrd the close of the tenth
centurye His syubol, the feathered serpent, ornaments the buildings
of the second occupation of the cibty. Xukulcfn made peace with
the Xiu, who had founded Uxmal shortly before his arrival In
Yucatane This remarkable ruler, before his retwn to M8xlco,
formed a pact or alliance with the citles of Txmel and Mayspean
wiaich was Inown as the League of m:'am,—re}\alt;.buah& 2
SUNeael walon meing e Wige tritie it to Tast S Wi
next two hundred yearse

Then internal strife smote Mayaland. wore Mlxicans
arrived from the Point Xisalanco region of Tabasco, and-tiese

pewethens wore responsible in some degree for dfssension among

the three rulers of the ILeagus of Mayapane In 1441, a centwry
before the founding of 18ride, the city of Mayapen was
Iy

+heve ot
destroyed, and a shomt’%&ue—utm the Itzf sbandoned Chichén
Itz for the last timee




So we come Lo the lmportant year of 1502 when an incident
occurred to BartlSlome Colon, Lrother of Christopher Columbuse
It happened on the last voyage of discovery by the gallant little
fleet in ils search for the pathway %o Indise. Bart8lome,
captaln of one of the ships, encountered a dugoub cance somo=
where off the coast of southern Yucatens Columbus? chronicler
tells us that the cance was eight feet wilde, was manned by a
crew of twenby-ive Indlans, rowing a Maya merchant to some
unknovn destinatione The canoce carriad a cargo of woven cotton
eloth, flint knives, copper ornaments, and the food stuffs of
the country whence 1t came, The Maya merchant, amszed at the
great ship with sails, came aboard to hold what conversation
he could with Bart8lome, telling of a great land %o the west
called Malam, or Yucatans Had Columbus and BartSlome followed
this laya, they might have been able bo bale back to Spain the
knowledge of an extraordinary clvilizations

Hine years laler a small group of shipwrecked swrvivors
were the first Puropeans actually to set foot on the soll of
Tucatane All bub two of these were killed by the group of
Maya into whose hands they Tell, bubt these two, esceping to a
wore friendly tribe, surbived untll the coming of‘ﬂetz*nﬂn Cortes
in 1510, One of them, Beronimo Aguilar, because:&' Ledge
of the Haya tongue, proved to be of great help to Cortes in the
conquest of 18xicoe

The story of the Spanish Conquest of Yucatan is an astonishing
=10




tale and is most grephically told by Wre Prans Blom in his
book ¥The Conquest of Tucatan's Space does not permit in
this small volume for more then the merest outline. The
names of Cordove, Grijalva, and lonbejo follow in quiek
succeasion and lastly that of Cortdse In the first attempted
landings, each of these expeditions met with great opposition,
which forced the Spaniards to continue to sail west, and
south, following the coast of the peninsuls. Pinally successe
ful lendings were made at the mouth of the Tabaseo rivers
Here a handful of armed Spanish soldiers skillifily using not
only thelr metal weapons, bubt the thirteen horses which they
had brought, defeated a great ammy of Maye warrlorse
Fear wmust have been a potent factor in the defeat of the
Indians, for they had never before encountered gun=fire, nor
had they ever seen a horse. vwhen thirteen armored horsemen
attacked from the rear while the guns bolched forth from
the front line, panie gripped the Indians and they fled,
leaving the ﬁctomious Conquistadores in possession of thelr
beach~heads This was the flrst firm foothold secured on
the Horth Amerisan Continent by Furopesn invadersd

With this all too bz['ie.tf outline of Maya history, it
1s the purpose of this smaddewedmme to bring you, in plotorisd
form, what 11ttle now remains of the Maya Sacred City of
Chichén Itz8,
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