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Thia aeriea of photographa vaa cossaanced in 1952 when
it waa ny good fertuoa ta Joln A grw^ af studente visltlag 

A *
tasiab&Rlts&* lnYueaten^Mdxlaaw sineethenlhavehoped 
each year to retum, and at laat In February of 1946 that hope 

wtareallzed# Ifaundaanyohangea^ The sremt Bell Caurt^ 
whleh on ay firat vialt wsa undargoing thè proeeaa of aac- 
oavatiixu and reatoràtion by thè Government of Héxico, had bewn 

eoaspletedi thè Dense PlatfOm had been uncevered and rapairwd* 

and thè w^on thè 3Meraada had beau flni^hed^
Thia little volume la in no nanna wienMfla^ mad makea

no pratenae af eoatrlbutlng to thè aver growing stock of 
ae

knowledge af thè Maya^ It la rathar a tributa ta twa grampo 

afpeapla* Plrat*tothaWyathsasalvaalnthahapathat 
thaaa pleturea msy aonw^y, in aaam aeaeure, thè grandeuar af 
thè ir buildinga with thè ir beauty of pa*op<xrtiim, spacing, and 

emementatian^ aeacaad^ te thè graup of salentlsta of twa 
ustiona aho bave sa painatakingly restored and resonetructed 

thaae wonderful tesaplea* Pwhapa, toa^ thè hook mey serva 
as an latradaatlan te thè ptrofound booka written ty thè meny 
soientista who bave devoted their Uvea ta thè research of 

^aa knowledge and accoz^liahmenta af a great peoplo+
Thia aeriea af photographa includea thè west important 

te^laa and balldlags whleh bava sa far been reatoredw I
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haw chosen, I hope, those aspee ta which heat interpret thia 
ancient city to thoae who have already seen it, and to present 

to othara some Idea of It^beanty and interact* The chart 
teat will, I hope* prow an adequate accompaniment to the 

pieturea* My infbrmatimn haa been gathered from the wolumae 
la the biblit^Maphy and from ^)o aolwatla^w whom it la my 
goedf^twaetohnow*

Da* Sylwanaa 0* Marley* of the Camole institution of 
?íaahington, D. C** eminent authority on the Maya, has moat 
geBarowlyehee3Wdthataxttothoplet9Kwa*iWwhlahIam 
deeply grateful* Hy gratitude also lncludw colonel and Hra* 

P. Martin Mrown of the Bawntaln Pallay 8eho(A of Codowdo 
who firct tooh me to Chlah&n Ittsâ and whoae Intereat haa been 
of great help in the final completion of thia little book; 
tow. JMraandoaarbaahano of the Mayaland lodge who was moat 
helpful and eoarteoua to ate dita^ng both of my wlalta^ to the 
MMwoN^&Màlà^æ^M&%^ea&^&dhdaiA^aofwMM 
privilege of photographing the Turquoise Plaquea which ware 
enshrined In the Museum*

Law* Ollplm* 

Boweaher*lC4d*



INTRODUCTION

Throughout southern H&zico and northern Central Aasriea 
the ruin* OfSHU^ astonishing tWBpIeehavebeenfOUMd,relicS 
which newel the <uwe great civilization of the Maya* Of ell 
the many mdian tribee of the Western Hemisphere, the May*, 
perhaps, reached the highest cultaral level, Saving behind 
magnificent twaples of w^Lrue and ronM^sdle design* Thanh* 
to the shill of the zMdsrnarehaeol^ist, some of ttmse ruins 
have been repaired end reconstructed, Ona such groupie the 
city of (mi^nltzl in Oontral Yucatan, ^acico,tddLch has new 
bsccms easy of access through the developmsnt of Ihelnter- 
Amsricsnairways*

Yucatan mast be reached f^timr ty sea w by sir, for dons* 
and awan^py jungles still guard the southern approaches to the 
peainaula* Today, one nay either fly w sail from New orlean*, 
Havana, or Vera Cruz, - the nearest points of departure for 
Mayalani* The peninsula, comprising today the stats* of Ybcapan, 
Campeche, and the territory of Quintana Roo, is the great hook 
of i***! projecting northward into the ChOLf of Pacino directly 
south of the mw^th of the Mississippi River, It is a lime­
stone ahelf, only about thirty feet above sea level, flat as a 
table top, the sanoption of a small range of hill* In the
southern part* strangely enough there is no surface water 
on the peninsula, but below the limestone, or flowing through it, 
are aMmeroua underground streams* Occasionally, because of



weak places in the limestone* breaks in (the shelf have occurred) 
forming natural walls which are AM with fresh water by the 
underground currents. In ancimt times the Indims built 
their cities near such natural wells since these were the only 
source of water*

Much of YUeatan is cowered with a dense bugh or growth 
of trees of many rarities* and an almost impenetrable under­
brush* The climate is sem&-arid* for during the several months 
of the dry season the sub-tropical sun scorches relentlessly 
while during the rainy months all growth flourishes anew* To 
clear land fw growing their slender empe of Indian com* which 
is the principal food crop of the Haya* both ancient and modem* 
the natives bum off large areas at the end of the dry season*
The only other extensive wop la sisal* or henequen* which la 
the major eaport of the country* Sisal resembles a large emtury 
plant with tall straight leaves from which rope and binder 
twine are made* It is native to T&eatan and in recent year# has 
bom transplanted successfully to other regions* 3h addition 
to the large sisal plantations in the north* the other main 
source of Income for the people of Yucatan is chicle* which 
gross in the forest* to the south* Chicle - chewing-gum - is 
made from the juice extracted from the aapodllla tree*

M&rlda, the capital* is a beautiful old world Spanish
city of some 185*000 people* with shady plaaas and charming
streets lined with housea painted in pale paatel colors and 
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covered with gorgeous blossoming vines. The population of 
M§rida is largely of mixed Spanish and Indian descent while 
throughout the peninsula there is still a large number of 
Maya Indians *

While there are numerous ruined cities of ancient Maya 
glory such as Uxmal, Kab&, LabnA, Cob&, Tul*&m, and others, 
Chich§n Itz& has been the first to be restored a.nd rebuilt in 

a large degree. It is situated in the north central part of 
Yucatan near a group of natural wells. Cenotes they are called 
in Spanish, but the itaya word Chich§n means the mouth of the 

wells. The name Itz& is probably that of the tribe which 

founded this ancient city.
The work of the archaeologists is an enormous task, some­

times filled with dramatic incidents, more often consisting 
of months of meticulous and laborious work. Every stone must be
numbered, its exact location moneured for Its relaLlve position, 

aostttoT* c?bs^Y*UwA J..................... ." T walls must be

supported, excavations most painstakingly made, noting every 
particle of the debris. In the instance of two temples at 
Chich^n Itz&, it was discovered when the work was partially 
completed, that earlier structures lay buried within. It was 
necessary to insert steel girders to support the upper temples, 
in order to examine the buried ones, before resuming the work 
on the larger outer buildings. Sometimes exciting 'finds' are

OOSHmahl, KahBAH, LabNAH, KoBAH, TooLOOM.

SayNOtays.
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made, end these rare occasions must warm the hearts of the 
scientists, spurlng them on to rmewed effort.

The greet co-operative undertaking of the Maseo Naciondl 
Antropologia e Hiatdria de M&xico, end of the Camegie 
Institutiim of Washington, D. C. ably executed by skilled 
staffs of experts in many fields, sen only be appreciated felly 
when one visits the restored temples and compares them with 
other fallen buildings as yet untouched by modem hands.
Through such effort and study great knowledge of the Haya is 
being gathered end preserved for the benefit of all students 
of art and history,

MAYA HISTORY

ThC origin of the Maya is not definitely known. That 
they sprang from acme migratory Indiana Mho came to the wester* 
Hemisphere thousands of years ago, crossing Behring strait fro* 
Siberia, seems certain. According to the moat recent findings 
of the archaeological world these migrations began perhaps as

v*tmach-es 30,000 years ago. TRe iml^ants spread gradually over 
the whole of No&th America and eventually worked their way south 
into Central and South America. It la certain that there were 
nomad groupa Mho, living by hunting, fishing, and the chance 
natural products of the country, settled in certain areas, par­
ticularly those of warmer climate where they found richer and



more abundant foods sufficient for their deity needs. They 
mast have learned gradually to cultivate selected native plants* 
and in tine developed Indian corn* or Maize, which bee*** th* 
emder basic dietary food of the ^meriosse auch an apportant 
developawmt nade possible the establishment of comüunity life 
and with this change came time for increased dev^opmant and 
tho acquisition of further knowledge.

The Haya wMt have sprung fremane a gro^ living in 
southern ^xico and part of Quateaala. How many centuries 
it took to devela this particular strain has not been determined, 
but we do know that by the begi)miag of the Christian Ena the 
Maya not only existed as tribal groups* but had attained re­
markable knowledge of astronomy* mathematies* and the art of 
building. They were the onSy people of the new world even to 
develop an original written language) their hieroglyphic fors 
of writing* which is taking our scientists many years to decipher.

Perhaps the greatest achievement of the Haya was their 
einander* calculated on a scale of amasing proportions* and 
perfected newly two thousand years ago. They left dated 
monuments - stelae - sculptured chronicles of history* of which 
the earliest bear dates beginning with the fourth century.

They were builders of great cities which flourished*
declined* and all but disappeared during the early centuries 

<#of our time. Their first great city was Baxaetun* built 
in the northern part of central Guatemala* and in subsequent

c
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yesra they aproad eaat and southeast inte Brdtish Honduras and 
Honduras, vest inte the H&tican States of Chispas and Tsbasco, 
and north date Caj^pwáüe and Y&Mttañw The ressons fop !g^ys 
migrations te new aneas may be canjee turad. It vas posaibly 

des ^dmardly te the dneressed growth amsll buaáh dn their 
oíd cora fields vhich presentad sueh strong coopetition te the 

grovdag ^wn that dt aould aot survdve, as the Maya $ad wwo 
agricultura! daplenente wdt& iwhich te ciü.tivate their ci*ops. 
3&odaESP*TyoNsd&ddity*tN**th^^
tosLjaaiÍ-*MiAdMg--4t"'nee^

Por címvwaience of atudy our acientiate have divided 

H&yahistopydntetweepachs-t&*€&dí%pdreaadtheNWw 
Thaearldest date has yetbeanddaeovwed vas earved 
en a amall Jaddte pdaque oaHed the Htyden Piste vas
fouad na^ Pueril Barrios, (hmteetalsw ^cordingtothe 
correlation of Maya and Chriatian ehronologdea most generaUy 
accepted, this data corresponda with our year A* Dw SK)- 
That the Saya had already achieved a high dagpee of edvilization 
at this early tina da ovddent when one roalises th* conceptdos 

and execution of the rsomments and their position dn relation 
to the teoplas and planas of Uaxactun, the oarlleat of the 

Maya eitdes, A atudy of the ground plan of the cdty reveáis 
that the temples, e telas and planas were built vitan a 
knowleüge of tha eq^iinoxes and solaticas^ Tétese may be observad 
by edghting tase comerá of the temples froe s fiased polnt, thus



maklng the plazas serve as astronomical ebswvatoriesw Tbc 

last cecwsd <j^be ab PCaascHm is A, Da 83$ and ib is hnewn Hwb 
new elbies wera betng bailb both bafera and after this date.
The Old Empire elbies cf theae southem arcas ara charactwized 
by dafinite arohitectnral fersw and Hw eacbeneiwe use ef stueee 

ln fa^ade deeoratien.
Tcward Hw and cf Hw Old Baplre aoaa Hayn grcnpc adg)Mt!wd 

into Yucatan, founding a maHwr cf large eitles ln Hw northem 

parb cf Hw península, cf whleb C^debAn Ibzd grew be be perbape 

Hw west baperbanb, Mare 1b 1c ew good fortww be find bctb 

Old and New Empire s^flee ln elcse ass<wiablcn aad Hw 
evolution cf new fcrew ln building and decoration are eaeily 

traeed*
At the tina cf Hw Spahlsh Conquest ln 1887<-i8^, thare 

wäre in existence eeuntless wribben books cf Hayn hietory, 
religlous beliefs, astronoay and cuaterna; books written in 
Hayn hiert^lypbs en a bwígb papar nada fren bree bark* Mach 
cf Hw histcry cf this anelent race was destroyed ln 1880 by 
Bishcp Plage da tanda, ^hc, incensad by Hw Maya, religión, 
ordered all Hw bordes to be bnwwd, Tbree beoka, w eedicee, 
escapad thie calamiteus ccnOagratlen and are naw earefolly 

preservad in Hw Hasenas cf Baris, Dresden and Madrid, aaad 

noch imewledge cf Maya amHwaatiec bas been gained Hnwo^a 
decipharing Hwir cententa. Sewe aneiant blstery cf Yheatan 
bas alsc eene to ne through natiwe ctowaielee knewn as Hw
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BMka of (hilamBalam (the boohs of the Jhgaar Soothsayers}
idmiehwwewrtttentylhyal&dians bat in the characters of
Spanish sMipt after they had leMcn^i that language* ** These
bosks contain fragHsats of history* fatally records* deeds* eta*
and have been of great use t^hist^n?ians since their discovsry
in the nineteenth century* Hare* too* is recorded much stoat
the ruling families of ^wcomtry and their conflicts* nor
many years the Itz& wure the religions leaders* they ware 

*
called the *ltz& Holy Hen'* The Un* founders of'thaaal and. 
great rivals of the Its&* later became rulers of all northern 
Yucatan*

Chi^h&ult^ was ccc^^pied and abandoned at least boiee 
during its history* It was probably founded by the Itzd in 
A* D* 495* the first occupation lasting for two hmadred years* 
Portions of the city* known as Old Chich&n I tad* were built 

during thia period* then for soar ua3sxmn reason it was 
suddenly abandoned in A* D* 602. The Ita& moved aouthweatward 

founding their new capital at Chakanputun on the west coast 

of the peninsula Just south of the modem city of Campeche*
Bare the tribe ruled for nearly 3^ yearn* abandoning the city 
in A. D* 928* T&* books of ChllanBalam tell of the ItsA 

wandering forty years in the wilderness before their return to 
Chich&n Itz&*

Sometime during the tenth century a leader from central 
KSxico was brought to Chich&n Itz& and eventually became its

*
Shoo*
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<3
rular* Hís ñame waa Kükulcán ajad he waa A Teltec prince* Legend 
talla ua that ha was offered aa a aacj^fice te the rain god, being 
hurlad late the Hell of Sacrifica* and later reacued* ¿ccordijag 

te thia legeod anyone abe* ao eacrificed at dawn* aurvived tha 
eixty feet drep lato the dark wtera. ef tha ryaterieae wall 
atiU remained alire at mid-day* ha w&a reacued and giren a 
peaitien ef high rank* the Maya believing ^bat the rain ged had 

thua expreaaed hia pleaaure hi aparing victim* W&thareraat 
any crodence chould be placed in this tala* it ia a fact that 

Eokuledn beeame rul^HP of Chich&n Itai teward the eleae ef tha teath 
eentury* Hia ayabel* the feathared aarpent* ornamenta the buildinga 
ef the secend oecupation of the eity* Kukulc&n nade peace with 

the Hu* ahe had fwnded Hxaal ahortly befare hie arrival. in 
Yucatán* Thia 3Memr4table ruler* befere hia retwn te M&x&eo* 
formad a pact <xr alllanee with the eitiea ef ibaaal and Mayapan 

vhieh waa known aa .the League ef Hayapan* eatabliahiag * 

peMoful unión among the Maya tribaavh&ahzwaatm laat fotr the 
!M3&twohModredyears*

Then intemal strífe azx^te Hayaland. Kere M&xicans 

arrivedfr^thep^h^xieelanee región efTebaece*amd^theee 
waBHheee were reaponaible in sotae dogree for disswnsion aaeng 

the three rulara of the League ef Hayapan* 23c 1441* a centwy 

befare the foundiag ef ^rida* the eity ef Hayapan wae 
déetreyed* aaad a ahert time later the itad abandonad Chichi 
Itzí far the laat time*

e
CoocoolCAHH,

ee
SaeecahlAHSee*
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So Mc<mm to the Important year of 1803 when an incident 
occurred to Bartdlome Colon, brother of Christtqyhav Columbus,
It happened on the last voyage of discovery by the gallant little 
fleet in its search for the pathway to Badin* Bart$lome, 
captain of one of the ships, encountered a dagout canoe aoaae* 
where off the coast of southern Yucatan* ColUK&ua* chronicler 
tells us that the canoe was eight feet wide, was manned by a 
crew of twenty-five Indiana, rowing a Haya merchant to some 
unknown destination* The canoe carried a cargo of woven cotton 
cloth, flint knives, copper ornaments, and the food stuffs of 
the country whence it came. The Haya merchant, amazed at the 
great Ship with sails, cams aboard to hold what conversation 
he could with Bart&Lome, telling of a great land to the west 
called Malam, or Yucatan, Had Columbus and Bartdlone followed 
this Haya, they might have been able to take back to Spain the 
knowledge of an extraordinary civilization,

NiM years later a small group of shipwrMkad survivors 
were the first Europeans actually to Mt foot on the soil of 
Yucatan, All but two of these were killed by the group of 
Haya into whose hands they fell, but these two, escaping to a 
more friendly tribe, survived until the coming of Hem&n Cortes 
in 1618, One of them, Beronimo Aguilar, because^ of knowledge 
of the Haya tongue, proved to be of great help to Cortes in the 
conquest of I&xico,

The story of the Spanish Conguest of Yucatan is an astonishing 
-1G-



tale and is most graphically told by Mr. Frans Blcm in his
bock 'The Conquest of Yucatan'. Space iocs not permit in
this small volume for more than the merest outline. The
names of Cordova* Grijalva* and Hontejo idle* in quick
succession and lastly that of Cortes, m the first attempted
landings* each of these expeditions met with great opposition*

id^chfawed the Spaniard! to continue to ^^11 west* and
south* following the coast of the peninsula. Finally snccess-
fal landings were made at the month of the Tabasco river.
Here a handful of armed Spanish soldiers skillfully usiig: not
only their metal weapons* but the thirteen horsee which they
had brought* defeated a great artsy of Maya warriors.
Fear must have been a potent factor in the defeat of the
Indiana* for they had never before encountered gun-fire* nor
had they ever seen a horse. Then thirteen armored horsemen
attacked ^*aaa the rear while the guns belched forth from
the front line* panic gripped the Indians and they fled*;
leaving the victorious Conquistadcres in possession of their
beach-head. This was the first firm foothold secured on
the North American Continent by European invaders.

With thia all too brief outline of Haya history* it 
t-vrht.

is the purpose of thia smaas^vdume to bring you* in pictorial 
form* What little now remains of the Maya Sacred City of 
Chich&iltz&.
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