
October 14, 
1951

Dear Capj-

For many weeks 1 have been trying to get a letter 
or* to you> and now nere is you g 6n my return From th© 
Aopen Conference on Photography, First let me speak of 
this fo- it is most important. Do you. know ell about, the 
Aspen Institute, conducted each summer at ASpen Colorado 
under the leadership and sponsored by Mr, ».alter Pe pxe 
o.i Chicago? »hat he is doing is. to bring to-gethor leaders 
In their enosen fiords of many import»nt
It began with Schweitzer end 1 
it is broadening out into oth 
people to-gether in this sraai;

creative people, 
;:ie M-sIo-Goethe festival, 
r fields. Getting these 

3oloredo"G&oat’’town whore

experts ( refugees probably) 
there 1 the skiing which is 
I could write on at length.

the scenery is superb and where they have no place to get 
away, has cr ated n wonderful interchange of ideas, it 
*8_all guided by an outline program, but all details are 
leit ompletely free with the result that spontaneous sparks 
fly in all direoionE, o> a place to live, Mr, Peapke 
has remodeled the old hotel and staffe . it with expert

and then ofoourse in the winter 
said to be the best in the U,S, 

—- ’Wonderful things ure ha, peniag,
ine conference on Photography was a great success due 
largely to this spontenselty, There were representatives 
of completoly oposite schools of thought, I went as a 
listener chiefly, though I got pope:; in in a very minor caw 
acity thorugh default of scheduled speakers. So I was in 
on the discussion for next yea s plans, Mr, Peapke felt 
we 8h0"Jd havs some People from allied fields and then the 
names xlew arround, One was yours, and 1 do hope that it 
will work out for you to be there next year. Sept, 8-18,

Now about your letter, lest, I knew about the McCombe book 
8®° lfti *■" ^hly, 1 immediately went over to see Ur,

iiluckhon when 1 heard of it and put it squarely up to him, 
should I withdraw or continue? I gave him my outline and 
snowed him axl the work 1 then had. His answer was that 
the«e as protically no overlap. He also told me that the 
harvard press would publish only If he did the text. He 
gave me the distinct feeling that had he known I was, at work 
nis inclinations would have been elsewhere# I Fed sv?*@ 
that when the time comes he will write an introduction’-for 
my book if you think it a good thing to ask him.
As to my progress, it i. slow, - gain I have been hit by 
the elements. If 1 thought the drought was bad in 1945,
I missed my guess. No rain all summer and things are 
>n a bad ay. In three trips out this sum®r, not a cloud 
in the sky in a land whe e normally the skies are superb 
anu on w icn i count much. Then too, I still labor Andor



financial handicap* But with the last rip 1 made in 
September 1 feel that have made good headway* However,
1 have com© to the very definite decision that I cannot 
possible^ have the book completed by next April first.
X shall need another year, possibly less, but I do think 
that my kind of book is a definite Chrsitmas book* I 
have been working very hard to get all the old raathe* ial, 
and by old I mean the old way of life o-f the Savaho, 
before it is gone. Changes are coming frighteningly fast.
I hav gotten much* But 1 has tsken tliao# ut once X 
feel I have sufficient: of this, the present transition 
material should come much more quicxly# I have some of 
this of-course# I still neecto get into two very out of 
way regions to f-inlth off the old materiH# { What ..odd 
the psycologist9 say to my contlnuhi reversal of let*erst)
It takes time to make friends, There are some regions where 
other photographers have spoiled it for me b. paying very 
high model fees etc* Mine come through friendship and 
arc much mo e genuine as the result«

Still one moi’Q problem added to my list is the fact that I 
have to move and set up a new dak room. I hope this will 
be the last one! But at last X have fou&d a little place 
that exactly suits my needs and shortly I shall have the 
best work rooms I have ever had which should- make for more 
efficient production# An old friend who is her© with me 
and l move next week*

So all in all, please, Mr* Boss, may 1 have another year 
to finish this book? I hav come home from Aspen ft or 
lengthy talks with Dorothea Lange and Ansel with many com­
posite ideas gleaned from these t.o opposing approaches#

In reading over this- outpouring, I see I failed to say 
that last year I wrote to Lally iasadelately on return from 
my interview with ir* duckhon# His answer was to proceed. 
Our eorrestjondence shoudlbe on file, I presume#

It gives me some concern with my lengthy delay on the Rio 
Grande to ask for more time. But one can never count on 
all delaying factors# The Uewhalls and- Ansel Adams have 
seen some of my material and seemed to feel I was really 
coming along on it# It is all at loose ends now but I hope 
during the winter to pull it.together. From now to Christmas 
is my best earning season, so shortly thereafter X can send 
you a portfolio of prints to see.

This brings my very best wishes to you and Charles and. the. 
hope that you will lenient with your now 0 year old photo- 
graphor! This is the first milestone that has ever given me 
causa for thought!
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