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Hrs» May Wallace Rocs, 
25022 Poncylvania,' 
Lonitr, G-lifornla» 

Dear Mrs* Rossi-

Mr* Goodwin, of Duell,Sloan & Peerco, 
has forwarded the list of points yon sent hin in 
r-uection of ny text on RIO GRAHDD» First, ray apology 
for being so long in answering» but I have had a busy 
sohodulo and it he 3 tabon ‘no sone tine to check oil 
ny co’ cos of Infornation» 1 an not certain if the 
sheet cent no by Mr» Goodwin is your copy, or ono ho 
has had node, but I take up the pointe in question 
in tho order in which I have received them» 

teS-22* -
First, lot no etato that in each an oxtronely brief 
history an is contained in ny book, ono nust confine 
onocojf to authenticated sources of infornation, and 
those so considered by tho tests of tine* I onitted 
nontion of the Baker party for the following reason*

Bancrofts History of Colorado, Hpr Mexico & Arisons. 
Voluno SX7 Pag© 39?

toS© „
A pretended discovery wan made In 1860 In tho 
San Juan Country by one Baker which drew a 
thousand per one to that region who found no 
gold, although it wee there as subsequent ex­
ploration and dovolopriont proved»8 

On another peg©

“Tho -kittle Giant Gold Lode va discovered and
Las Aninas district was founded in 1871»8

Pron an article by David Lavonder in tho Denver Post 
of Hovonbor 21, 1948» ( The article was about Otto hears)

M2n 1871 ci. vor was discovered In the San Juans 
and a no • horde of prospectors swarnod inkn 
across tho hitherto almost untouchod mountains 
of Southwestern Colorado»8

Future information nay change the dates and Information



that I have used» This would he for local history 
whereas in a hook like nine, where only brief mention 
is made, tho most authentic roforonco must he used*
If Balter’s strike had boon genuine, new: of it would 
have boon far reaching and a source like Bancroft would 
have had it»

fnd itom.
Otto lloares Thank you for catching tlie a^wspelled nano.

f sonoti.?-' do»1 do not know how this g.ofc by«i. iivu ¿i.-<» ***A«fc.*J 1/ > 1,
w sources of information on tills wore tallies with 
several people in the Gan Luis Valley who wore considered 
authorities on the early history of the valloy» »>hon 
throe people agreed to the sone thing, I considered this 
sufficiently authentic to use» X shall chock-this in­
formation by lottor» Someone showed me a mall Histiry of 
tho San I-uis Valloy writ ten by someone conncc od with 
Adams College. It is unavailable to me at present, but'
X am under tho impression that this also was ay source# 
that Hoars built the first pack trail.

Pane 50.
Please note that I did net give a specific point as to 
Premont’s reaching tho Rio Grande. I said * They reached 
tho Bio Grande in the vicinity of Alamosa, fo lowing 
up its conreo•about thirty miles. Does anyone know ex­
actly where : hoy reached tho river?
I have chocked your roforonco to tho October, 1939, 
Geographic Magazine» 1 found a long article about the 
Bio Grande with no mention of Frémont. Gould it be another 
issue to which you refer?
Did Fremont knov/ where his goal lay? Have you road the 
many interesting bcágmphíes and accounts which deal ith 
this expedition? There is no question but that there 
was a roal dispute between Williams and Fremont over 
there they should go from the top of Mosca Pass. In one 
biograjSt^y is a letter from the cartographer of the ex­
pedition taking the blame on himself for siding with 
Uiiifrinn against Fremont. The cartographer said that 
Fremont 'wanted to go toward ‘‘Gochotopy'■» and ho lived 
to regret his decision, feeling ¡".hat if he had backed 
Fremont against Gilliams, they would have gone straight 
to Gochetopa Pass. By own theory that Fremont "took 
over against Galliano”’ and war trying to find his way 
bo Cochotopn Pass by following up Snbargo creek, is made 
as a possible suggestion, not a statement» The fourth 
Fremont expedition io still a matter of oont3W<PS$t^r 
and there are various opinions on it» 1 have read first 
Fremont’s own account, then four other biographies.



I t silted to two people in the San Luis Valley who had 
been to the supposed site of the Fremont oanp at th© 
head of Bnbargo Greek« Knowing the country very well,
( I an a native Coloradoan) • have been merely tr; ing 
to under stand the fix Fronont got himself into* '¿hope 
is no question but had h followed h.s ov.n instinct Tie , 
would have'gotten over Cochotopa Pass and probably reached 
California*" Personally# I do not think this whole 
business is yet satisfactorily explained* I should be 
interested to see your source of the "true facts’'«

Yes, I know and own the History of the State of Color 
rado* X have found a number of points that differ tilth 
rfiho-r sources» Bancroft’s is tho older and no'o estab* 
lishod histpry*
Thanking you for your interest in this nottor# and 
assuring you of nyo-.n and ay desire to have ev ry* 
thing as correct as possible# 2 saa

Sincerol; ours.

Laura Gilpin«
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